
F̂RM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

AT 7 7 

AUG 2 1 1989̂  AREA FORM NO. 

R':.C'ST'-:-i 

So 

Town 

WALTHAM, MA MRA  

Waltham, MA 

Address 120 crescent St. 

Historic Name Henry N. Fisher House 

Photo {3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to le f t side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location  
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or  
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings  
between inventoried property and nearest  
intersection(s).  
Indicate north 

UTM REFERENCE H/3(5 HlO A/a'il^OCX) 

USGS QUADRANGLE /l/^WTn/vi 

SCALE V-2G.DD0 

Use: Present private residence 

Original 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1881-1886 

Source 

Style 

Architect 

mapiS. atlflfiflpi. dp,p,rl rRRffarrh 

Queen Anne 

— unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboards and shingles 

Outbuildings garage Nr 

Major Alterations (with dates) 1st floor bow 
f r o n t dining room added during early 1900*s 
Side porch enclosed (n.d.) 

Condition excellent 

Moved no ~ Data n/a — 

Acreage 13.459 sg. f t . • /^fi-lfo-fc,  

Setting situated on a large corner l o t w i t h  

ample, w e l l maintained side lawn. Key com­ 

ponents i n Crescent St's collection of w e l l  

r.rafted Victorian houses • 

Recorded by Ed Goron 

Organization Waltham H l s t o r i cal Comm. 

Dat6 
revised by C. Jenkins 3/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 
The Henry N. Fisher House i s part of Crescent St's col l e c t i o n of well-crafted and w e l l -
detailed Queen Anne Houses. B u i l t c.1881-1886, t h i s house was for many years the residence 
of Henry N. Fisher, Mayor of Waltham (mid 1880's-late 1880s), Foreman of an American Watch 
Co. department, President of the Waltham National Bank and President of the Northwestern 
Investment Co. The construction of t h i s house i s also representative of the South Side's 
development by the Waltham Improvement Co. i n the second half of the 19th century. The 
Fisher House possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, se t t i n g , materials, workmanship, 
feeling and association, and meets c r i t e r i a A, B, and C of the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE DescHbe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 
#120 Crescent possesses the i r r e g u l a r plan and well-crafted e n c i r c l i n g verandah of a Queen 
Anne house. I t s side h a l l plan, octagonal bay and gable roof w i t h return eaves strikes an 
I t a l i a n a t e note. P a r t i c u l a r l y noteworthy i s the enc i r c l i n g verandah wi t h turned porch 
posts, Chinese l a t t i c e work r a i l i n g s , spool work transom and sunburst motif at the porch 
pediment. Projecting from the north wall i s an unusual 1-story bow f r o n t that was added 
during the early 19QOs. This house's i n t e r i o r possesses handsome marble fireplaces, w e l l 
executed cornice moldings and, above a l l , fine wood work—including Tiger maple (?) parlor 
doors, wainscoting, s t a i r r a i l s , etc. The rooms at the rear of the house including the former 
summer kitchen have been reworked. This house looks l i k e what i t ±s_—the well executed 
home of a former Waltham mayor. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played In local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development.of the community. 
#120 Crescent St. was b u i l t at some point between 1881-1886 although i t s o r i g i n a l occupant, 
Henry N. Fisher, had owned t h i s l o t since 1871. He purchased #120 Crescent St.'s land from 
the American Watch Co. on Dec. 27, 1871 for #1202.74. Although the 1880 Waltham Directory 
l i s t s Fisher as l i v i n g at the corner of Crescent St. and Chestnut St., the 1881 Birdseye 
view map of Waltham shows t h i s house's l o t as vacant. This house f i r s t appears on the 1886 
map. 

This house has s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c a l associations w i t h Henry N. Fisher. He was born 
i n New Hampshire i n 1844 and came to work at the watch factory before the C i v i l War. During 
the C i v i l War he enlisted i n the 35th Massachusetts Regiment. He was severely wounded at 
the Battle of Antietany i n September 1862. Henry N. Fisher returned to the American Watch 
Co. where for many years he was foreman of the escape department. 

On June 1, 1872, George F. Ballou, John E. Whitcomb and Henry N.Fisher, a l l employed 
at the Watch Factory began the manufacture of watchmaker's lathes at 7 Province Court, 
Boston. I n November, 1873, the business carried out under the name of Ballou,Whitcomb and 
Co. moved to Waltham, MA. The company was located on Felton St. Judging by early 1880's 
di r e c t o r i e s . Fisher returned to work at the watch factory. At that time he seems also to 
have been employed at W.L. Fisher Co.—"periodicals, fancy goods, etc." Mr. Fisher served 
four one year terms as mayor of Waltham (1885-1889). By 1895 he was the president of the 
Northwestern Investment Co., based at 92 State St., Boston. For many years he was a vice 
president and l a t e r president of the Waltham National Bank. I n addition he figured 
prominently i n lo c a l Masonic c i r c l e s . Henry N. Fisher died i n 1916—in that year P h i l l i p 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES • 
Waltham Maps and Atlases~1854,1874, 1881,1886,1898, 1900 
Waltham D i r e c t o r i e s — l a t e 19th c. 
"Waltham Sourvenir"~1895 
D.H. Hurd's History of Middlesex County—1890 
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Henry N. Fisher House #30 

120 Crescent Street (cont'd) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

and Grace Burke purchased t h i s house—their son Hal Burke continues to own t h i s house. 
120 Crescent St.'s land i s part of the crescent-shaped area west of Moody St. that 

was purchased by the Boston Watch Co.-related Waltham Improvement Co. (WIC) i n 1854 
The 160 acre t r a c t had been the old Bemis Farm. Waltham's South Side had been 
purchased from Newton i n 1849. The WIC began to layout streets (which could now be 
g a s l i t ) , transforming the remainder of i t s one-sixth portion of the South Side by 
i t s use of both a grid system and r e s t r i c t i v e covenants. I n force u n t i l the 1880's, 
these covenants established the predominantly r e s i d e n t i a l and protestant character 
of the WIC's holdings i n the western section of the South Side. This company's exclusion 
of both the "foreign born" and "noisy, nauseous and offensive trade" was reinforced i n 
1858 when i t merged with the watch company, which only hired the Protestant and "native 
born" f o r several decades. 

The transformation of the South Side r e a l l y got underway during the next quarter 
century, following the patterns established e a r l i e r . Within three or four years of the 
watch company's a r r i v a l . Crescent Street had seventeen houses. By the early 1890's 
Crescent St. was l i n e d — p a r t i c u l a r l y along the r i v e r s i d e — w i t h the substantial, often 
elaborately detailed, mansard and Queen Anne house of the American Waltham Watch 
Company's executives and department foremen. 
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1975; updated to 1987 
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