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Address 120 crescent St.

Historic Name Henry N. Fisher House

Photo {3"x3" or 3"x5", black and

white) Indicate address of Use:  Present private residence
property on back of photo.
Staple to left side of form. Original
DESCRIPTION
Date 1881-1886
Source mepS atlflfiflpi. dopd rRRffarrh
Style Queen Anne
Architect — unknown
Sketch Map: Draw mgp showing property's location
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior \Wll Fabric clapboards and shingles
geographical features. Indicate all buildings
between inventoried property and nearest Out bui | di ngs garage N

intersection(s).
Indicate north

Myor Alterations (with dates) 1st floor bow
front dining room added during early 1900*s
Side porch enclosed (n.d.)

Gondi tion excel | ent
Mved mo ~ ta nWa —
Acreage 13.4590 sg. ft. o [Mi-Ifo-fc,

Setting situated on a large corner | ot with
anple, well maintained side lawn. Key com

ponents i nCrescent St'scollection of well

r.rafted Victorian houses .
UTM REFERENCE H/3(5 HIOA/A'IIMOCX) Recorded by Ed Coron
USGS QUADRANGLE /I/"WTn/vi Organi zation MWalthamHlstorical Gonm
SCALE V-2G.DDO et 6

revised by C Jenkins 3/88



NAITOWL. REG STER (R TER A STATBEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Henry N Fisher House i spart of Crescent St's collection of well-crafted and well -
detailed Queen Anne Houses. Built c.1881-1886, this house was for nmany years the residence
of Henry N Fisher, Mayor of Waltham (mid 1880's-late 1880s), Foreman of an Anmerican Watch
(0. department, President of the Waltham National Bank and President of the Northwestern
Investment Go. The construction of this house i salso representative of the South Side's
devel opnent by t he Wl tham I nprovement Co. i nthe second half of the 19th century. The

Fi sher House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling and association, and neets criteria A B and C of the National Register of Historic
Pl aces.

ARCHTECTURAL SGNIHCANCE DescHbe important architectural features ad evaluate in tams of
other buildings within the community.

#120 Crescent possesses theirregular plan and well-crafted encircling verandah of a Queen
Anne house. Its side hall plan, octagonal bay and gable roof with return eaves strikes an
Italianate note. Particularly noteworthy i stheencircling verandahwith turned porch
posts, Chinese lattice work railings, spool work transom and sunburst motif at the porch
pedi ment. Projecting fromthenorth wall i s an unusual 1-story bow front that was added
during the early 19Q3. This house's interior possesses handsone marble fireplaces, well
executed cornice noldings and, above all, fine wood work— ncluding Tiger maple(?) parlor
doors, wainscoting, stair rails, etc. The roons at therear of the house including the former
summer kitchen have been reworked. This house |ooks |ike what it s —the well executed
hone of a former \Waltham mayor.

HSIGRCL SOGNHCNE Explain therole omers played Inlocal or state history and howvthe
building relates to the devel opnent.of the conmunity.

#120 Crescent St. was built at sonme point between 1881-1886 although its original occupant,
Henry N Fisher, had owned this lot since 1871. He purchased #120 Crescent St.'s land from
the Anmerican Watch Go. on Dec. 27, 1871 f or #1202.74. Although the 1880 Waltham Directory
lists Fisher as living at the corner of Crescent St. and Chestnut St., the 1881 Birdseye
view map of Waltham shows this house's ot as vacant. This house first appears on the 1886
map.

This house has significant historical associations with Henry N Fisher. H was born
in New Hanpshire i n 1844 and cane towork at thewatch factory before the Civil War. During
the Civil Var he enlisted i nthe 35th Massachusetts Reginent. H was severely wounded at
the Battle of Antietany i n Septenber 1862. Henry N Fisher returned to the American Watch
. where for many years he was foreman of the escape departnment.

O June 1, 1872, CGeorge F. Ballou, John E Witconb and Henry N. Fisher, all enployed
at the Watch Factory began t he manufacture of watchmaker's lathes at 7 Province Court,
Boston. | n Novenber, 1873, the business carried out under the nane of Ball ou, Wi tconb and
@. noved to Waltham M\  The conpany was |ocated on Felton St. Judging by early 1880's
directories. Fisher returned towork at thewatch factory. At that time he seens also to
have been enployed at WL Fisher Co.—periodicals, fancy goods, etc." M. Fisher served
four one year terms as mayor of Waltham (1885-1889). By 1895 he was the president of the
Northwestern Investment Co., based at 92 State St., Boston. For many years he was a vice
president and later president of the Wl tham National Bank. | naddition he figured
promnently i nlocal Masonic circles. Henry N Fisher died i n1916— n that year Phillip

B B @R and/ or AFEHHENES

VWl t ham Maps and Atl ases~1854, 1874, 1881, 1886, 1898, 1900
Valtham Directories— ate 19th c.

"Wl t ham Sourvenir"~1895

DH Hurd's History of M ddlesex County—890
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Henry N Fisher House #30

120 Crescent Street (cont'd)

H STCR CAL SI GN FI CANCE

and Gace Burke purchased this house—their son Hal Burke continues to own this house.

120 Crescent St.'s land is part of the crescent-shaped area west of Mody St. that
was purchased by the Boston Watch Co.-related Waltham Inprovement G. (WC in 1854
The 160 acre tract had been the old Bems Farm Walthams South Side had been
purchased from Newton i n 1849, The WC began to layout streets (which could now be
gaslit), transformng the remainder of itsone-sixth portionof the South Side by
its use of both a grid systemand restrictive covenants. |In force until the 1880's,
these covenants established the predomnantly residential and protestant character
of the WC s holdings in the western section of the South Side. This company's exclusion
of both the "foreign born" and "noisy, nauseous and offensive trade" was reinforcedin
1858 when i t nerged with the watch conpany, which only hired the Protestant and "native
born" for several decades.

The transformation of the South Side really got underway during the next quarter
century, followingthe patterns established earlier. Wthin three or four years of the
wat ch conpany's arrival. Crescent Street had seventeen houses. By the early 1890's
Crescent St. was lined—particularly along the river side—with the substantial, often
el aborately detailed, mansard and Queen Anne house of the Anmerican Waltham Wat ch

Conpany' s executives and department forenen.
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