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Mrs. Louise Sparks Flewellen

257 Broad Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Eufaula________ ____

STATE:

Alabama

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC

Barbour County Courthouse

Broad Street
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Eufaula

STATE
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(Check One)

a MOved (XJ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This qne-jit_ory_ white frame house of Greek Revival Architecture is built 
of eight-inch boards. The house has a gallery with four widely spaced 
Ionic columns connected by a banister railing. The roof is hi|>-type.

Double entrance doors are flanked by side lights and a fan light. The 
windows have twelve panes, each measures 13" x 22". Most of the panes 
are original, made of glass with air bubbles.

The house consists of eight rooms, some of which have been added. 
Originally, the plan was a central hall with three rooms on each side, 
and an Lc^gJiaj^asL back porch. Part of the porch has been enclosed and is 
used as a family room.

Four rooms have the original mantels and wide paneled doors. 
are random width, put together with square wooden nails.

The floors
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This architectural landmark has been the residence of several prominent 
political leaders in Alabama, including a jfachelor governor and the 
state's leading populist.

The house was built in 1857^by W. C. Whipple,* a local architect. On 
February 8, 1857 WhippleT sold the house to H. C. Hart. Hart traded the 
house to Henry Rueben Shorter for 60,000 pounds of middling cotton in 
1865. Shorter was a lawyer, a lieutenant colonel in the Confederate 
Army, and served as president of the Alabama Railroad Commission from 
1885 until 1897. His brother, John Gill Shorter, was Governor of Ala 
bama during the Civil War.

a nephew of Shorter, lived here for a part of his child 
hood. Kolb served as the second Commissioner of Agriculture of Alabama 
and was the state^s leading populist. Charles Grayson Summersell, an 
Alabama historian, states that "In the 1890 's Kolb was a fighting name. 
He was acclaimed as a great reformer and denounced as a reckless dema 
gogue." He ranjEor governor in 1890, 1892, and 1894 with the support of 
the Populist PartyT Claiming fraud in his near victory in the 1894 elec 
tions, he held his own inauguration. For some time he futilely persisted 
in sending notes to the Legislature demanding to be recognized as the 
rightful governor.

After the Populist Party passed out of existence, Kolb was taken back in 
to the Democratic Party and again elected to the post of Commissioner of 
Agriculture in 1911.

In ?1928_Mrs. Louise Sparks Flewellen bought the property. The deed was 
recorded March 2, 1928. ^Chauncy^ Sparks, her brother, made his home with 
her. He was a legislator, a circuit judge, and political conservative 
who served as Alabama's governor from 1943 through 19477 Sparks was 
"Ka fled "by his critics as the 'Barbour County Bourbon' but his administra- 
tipn was noted for its advances in education and public health.
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