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1  " The C. N. James Cabin (now an Augusta Historical Museum 
building) Vln Augusta is a log structure in the frontier style 
of architecture. The rectangular building measures approximately 
35 feet long and 20 feet wide and is two stories in height. The 
building is constructed of rough hewn logs chinked with mortar. 
The logs are roughly squared and interlock at the corners. The 
interlocking corner logs are notched so that they rest in each 
other and leave only a small space between logs. The roof is a 
steep gable covered with wood shingles. The roof overhangs the 
wall below with a simple soffit and-"a plain cornice.M^ The end 
walls at the gable are covered with horizontal clapboard siding 
painted green. A massive stone chimney is located on the west 
end and runs exposed on the outside of the building. Windows 
on the first floor and the gable end are narrow rectangles of 
the four pane double-hung sash type. The logs of the walls form 
the window sills and the lintels. The second floor windows along 
the sides are small and square and are not operable. These 
are located up under/the roof overhang. All window trim is 
painted green to match the clapboard siding. The main entrance 
is on the east end.

The building was altered extensively over the years but was 
later restored to a condition much like the original. It is 
now used-as a museum.. - - - --.-

A mbde'rn- metal- mtfseum< 'building has been cons true ted about 
six feet south of the cabin. A flat-roofed concrete block 
passage trow* Tjoriiiects the1- -two- buildings- at the southwest-corner 
of the cabin and provides controlled access to the cabin. o

z: 
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townsite of Augusta. Jche builder was Chester N. Jana merchant 
from Council Grove whojmoved to Eutler county in the spring of 
1868 to establish a trading pos-^^ith his partner, William F. 
Shamleffer. Construction of the 20- by 35-foot long structure 
was started shortly afjter James 1 arrival , and the business was 
opened in July, 1868. : The James family made their home on the 
second floor until the: summer of 1869; the lower fldor contained 
the store. ;

C. N. James was pirominent in the development of the Augusta 
community. He was instrumental in the organization of Augusta 
township and in the incorporation of the 1fpwn of\. Augusta, both 
of which were named af|ter hisr:wi^e.f ^^Is^^rj^i'^s the town's 
first mayor and first postmaster. 
.;,..>,;> On the u&&^^o< f̂-p£.^
the first church servipes in the community in^L869; ihe local 
Methodists organized in 1870, usin^ibhe same faciiitiies. Under 
James 1 leadership the first Masomc lodge in the county was 
estab^rfshed in the upp^r room of his store. In 1868 the first 
district school at Augusta was organized and classes were held 
on the second floor of| James 1 building from 1868 to 1870; the 
first teacher was L. NJ. Blood, a clerk an James' store.

Over the years th^ James store had various uses and was 
somewhat altered. In fche 1880's the log: exterior was covered 
with siding and a fla-d roof replaced the original gablei roof. 
In the late 1930'sthe| Augusta Historical Society was' organized, 
and in January, 1939, |that group purchased the James building 
for $350 to use as a mpseum. During the next two years money- 
was raised to renova-te;: the ; old: log structure. The project, 
beginning in January, JL941, included removing the; siding;, re 
constructing the gableja roof, chinking between the logs^ and- : / 
adding a cement foundation. Restoration was completed that : 
summer and open house kas held June 22, 1941. Antiques and 
furnishings typical of! the period when the James family occupied 
the house are now part of the museum.
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8. The C. N. frames store is important to the people of the 
Augusta community because it is the oldest and most significant 
historical structure in their town. The man who erected the build 
ing not only founded the town but also contributed greatly to its 
development. The building, by- serving as the center bf activity 
during the early years of the settlement, has assiste^ and! shared 
in the growth'oi the community. It is also a good example of 
frontier log cabin architecture and is one of the few remaining 
two story log structures in the state.
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(n.p., 1934), p. 19. 
Walnut Valley Times (El Dorado), January 7, 1887 j March 8, 1895.


