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State: NY 

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic Places in accordance with the attached nomination 
documentation subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, notwithstanding the National &P23Ae~n ilie nomin•;;;;;;;mtion . 
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Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 

Amended Item in Nomination 

This SLR is issued to make the following substantive correction: 

Section 8 
The nomination states that the house was constructed by Edward Swan in 1853 following the destruction by fire of an earlier house 
( one of two built by the Swan brothers in 1852). Current documentation has established that the house was constructed in 1859 after 
an 1858 fire, and that it was designed by John W. Ritch, an important early New York architect. 

The Society for the Preservation of Long Island Antiquites has in its archives the original specifications for the house. The additional 
documentation was published in the following: Long Island Country Houses and Their Architects, J 860-1940, edited by Robert B. 
MacKay, Anthony Baker, and Carol A. Traynor (New York and London: W.W. Norton Co., 1997), p.378-379. 

John Warren Ritch (1822-1899) was born in Putnam County, New York and worked for a New York architect named William Hurry 
for eleven years. He established his own practice in 1846 and published a series of designs under The American Architect 1847-1849, 
and republished several times during the 1850s. He was a founding member of the American Institute of Architects when that body 
was organized in New York in 1857. The Swan House is architecturally significant as a relatively early example of the Second 
Empire style that later became phenominally popular throughout the country in the years following the Civil War. 

The State Historic Preservation Office was notified of this amendment. 

Distribution 
National Register prope1ty file 
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment) 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Situated between the shore of Oyster Bay Cove and a hilly 
rise to the east on Cove Neck, the Edward H. Swan House was 
built to face south overlooking a formal lawn leading to a grassy 
meadow. A bend in Cove Neck Road permits a full frontal view of 
the house, with its backdrop of towering trees, before the road 
swings west closer to the shore as it reaches the present entrance 
drive.

A rectangular structure built of double brick walls separated 
by an air space of nine inches, the Swan House is a substantial 
two and one-half story residence covered by a mansard roof of 
hexagonal-shaped slates. In the central of three bays on the 
building’s south (front) elevation is the main entrance, a double 
door beneath a cast iron portico. The flanking bays are 
characterized by three-sided projecting bay windows. Fenestration, 
like the overall axial design, is symmetrical, characterized by 
round-arched windows on all stories. The dormer windows are covered 
with gable roofs.

On the west elevation a balustraded one-story veranda with cast 
iron elements extends the length of the structure. In 1919 an east 
wing of two stories was added to the two-story east projection 
already present. Another modern addition is the square three-bay 
belvedere built in 1920.

The interior of the Swan House is characterized by amply 
proportioned rooms paneled and decorated with applied wood moldings. 
The front (south) entrance to the house opens into a large 
square vestibule connecting with the wide central hall. The main 
staircase to the second floor is located in a rear hall. The 
vestibule and central hall provide access to two parlors on the west 
side of the house, and to the dining room on the east. In the latter 
room, classical motifs such as ornate Corinthian columns provide a 
variation from the more austere design scheme prevailing throughout 
the remainder of the house. The rooms on both the first and second 
floors contain marble mantels, some relatively plain, others arched 
and ornamented with garlands and cartouches.

To the southeast on the grounds of the Swan House stand several 
large frame barns, located along the base of a ridge. Especially 
noteworthy among the dependencies is a small, rectangular board-and- 
batten cottage situated west of the house. Its characteristic 
features include a roof of steeply-sloped transverse gables, edged 
with scalloped bargeboards, a round-arched doorway on its north side, 
and Tudor-arched windows on this and the remaining elevations.
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Situated between the shore of Oyster Bay Cove and a hilly 
rise to the east on Cove Neck, the Edward H. Swan House was 
built to face south overlooking a formal lawn leading to a grassy 
meadow. A bend in Cove Neck Road permits a full f rontal view of 
the house , with its backdrop of towering trees , before the road 
swings west closer to the shore as it reaches the present entrance 
drive. 

A rectangular structure built of double brick wal l s separated 
by an air space of nine inches, the Swan House is a substantial 
two and one-half story residence covered by a mansard roof of 
hexagonal-shaped slates . In the central of three bays on the 
building ' s south (front) elevation is the main entrance, a double 

.. door beneath a cast iron portico. The f l anking bays are 
characterized by three-sided pro j ecting bay windows . Fenestration , 
like the overall axial design , is symmetrical, characterized by 
round-arched windows on all stories. The dormer windows are covered 
with gable roofs. 

On the west elevation a ba1ustraded one-story veranda with cast 
iron elements extends the length of the structur e . I n 1919 an east 
wing of two stories was added to the two-story east projection 
already present . Another modern addition is the square three-bay 
belvedere built in 1920. 

The interior of the Swan House is characterized by ampl y 
proportioned rooms paneled and decorated with applied wood moldings. 
The front (south) entrance to the house opens into a lar ge 
square vestibule connecting with the wide central hall. The main 
staircase to the second floor is located in a rear hall . The 
vestibule and central hall provide access to two par l ors on the west 
side of the house , and to the dining room on the east. In the latter 
room, classical motifs such as ornate Corinthian col umns provide a 
variation from the more austere design scheme prevailing throughout 
the remainder of the house . The rooms on both the first and second 
floors contain marble mantels , some relative l y plain , others arched 
and ornamented with garlands and cartouches . 

To the southeast on the grounds of the Swan House stand several 
large frame barns , located along the base of a ridge . Especially 
noteworthy among the dependencies is a small, rectangular board-and­
batten co ttage situated west of the house. Its characteristic 
features include a roof of steeply-sloped transverse gab l es , edged 
with scalloped bargeboards, a round-arched doorway on its north side , 
and Tudor-arched windows on this and the remaining elevations . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built in 1853 on Oyster Bay's Cove Neck, the Edward H. Swan 
House expresses architecturally the social aspirations of a wealthy 
mercantile family at the middle of the nineteenth century. Elegantly 
simple in its design and substantial in its dimensions, this 
mansard-roofed brick residence attests to the emergence of Oyster 
Bay from a rural agricultural settlement to a community of 
fashionable country seats for the prosperous commercial entrepreneurs 
of the 1850's. The Swan House is among the finest Second Empire style 
residences to be erected on Long Island, and remains a fine, typical 
example of the rural retreats which figure prominently in the history 
of Oyster Bay and the North Shore.

From the time of its earliest settlement in the seventeenth 
century through the first half of the nineteenth century, the rural 
community which grew up around Oyster Bay was dependent upon 
agricultural produce and the shellfish of nearby waters for its 
livelihood.. By the 1840's, however. Oyster Bay was becoming 
attractive to a different social element, the newly prosperous 
merchant families of New York City, who found Oyster Bay eminently 
well suited as the site for their country estates. Steam vessels 
provided direct transportation between New York and Oyster Bay, 
thereby stimulating the influx to this north shore hamlet.

Just to the east of Oyster Bay lies Cove Neck, a large peninsula 
of land entirely owned by the Youngs family until the middle of the 
nineteenth century, when Benjamin L. Swan purchased several hundred 
acres lying between Oyster Bay Cove and Cold Spring Harbor to the east. 
The Swan family had amassed a considerable fortune from shipbuilding 
and maritime commerce in New York City, and sought a country seat 
befitting the family's economic and social position. The Swan tract 
on Cove Neck was partitioned between tlie sons of Benjamin L. Swan, 
Edward H. and Benjamin Swan. In 1852 the Swan brothers erected 
two nearly identical dwellings on Cove Neck at a convenient distance 
from the steamboat landing. The Benjamin Swan House was demolished 
in 1909. The present Edward H. Swan House, situated immediately to 
the south, is the second dwelling on its site, erected after a fire 
destroyed the original residence soon after its completion in 1852.
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Built in 1853 on Oyster Bay ' s Cove Neck , the Edward H. Swan 
House expresses architectural ly the social aspi r ations of a wealthy mercantile family at the middle of the nineteenth century . Elegantly simple in its design and substantial in its dimensions , this 
mansard-roofed brick r esidence attests to the emergence of Oyster 
Bay from a rural agricultural settlement to a community of 
fashionable country seats for the prosperous commercial entrepreneurs of the 1850 ' s . The Swan House is among the finest Second Empire style 
residences to be erected on Long Island , and remains a fine, typical exampl e of the rural ret r eats which figure prominently in the history 
of Oyster Bay and the North Shore . 

From the time of its earliest settl ement in the seventeenth 
century through the first hal f of the nineteenth century , the rural community which grew up around Oyster Bay was dependent upon 
agricultural produce and the shel lfish of nearby waters for its 

l ivelihood .. By the 1840 ' s, however, Oyster Bay was becoming 
attractive to a differ ent social element , the newl y prosperous 
merchant families of New York City , who found Oyster Bay eminently we l l suited as the site for their country estates . Steam vessel s 
provided direct t ransportation between New York and Oyster Bay, 
thereby stimulating the infl ux to this nor th shor e hamlet . 

Just to the east of Oyster Bay lies Cove Neck , a lar ge peninsul a of land entirely owned by the Youngs family until the middl e of the 
nineteenth cent ury, when Benj amin L. Swan purchased several hundred acres lying between Oyster Bay Cove and Cold Spring Harbor to the east . 
The Swan family had amassed a considerable fortune from shipbuilding 
and maritime commerce in New York Cit y , and sought a country seat 
befitting the family ' s economic and social position . The Swan tract 
on Cove Neck was partitioned between the sons of Benjamin L. Swan , 
Edward H. and Benjamin Swan . In 1852 the Swan brothers erected 
two nearly identical dwellings on Cove Neck at a convenient distance from the steamboat l anding . The Benjamin Swan House was demol ished 
in 1909 . The present Edward H. Swan Hous~ situated immediate l y to 
the south , is the second dwelling on its site , erected after a fire 
destroyed the or iginal r esidence soon after its comple t ion in 1852 . 
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The Swan House epitomizes Oyster Bay’s history as a country 
retreat. Modestly substantial in size, the structure possesses a 
certain grandeur stemming from a sense of mass uncluttered by 
detail. The axial design of the south or front elevation is 
organized simply around the slightly projecting central pavilion.
The structure’s height, augmented by its mansard roof, adds 
to the dignity deriving from ample dimension and bold lines.
Within, the high ceilings, large rooms, and judicious use of detail 
reflect the austere elegance suggested by the exterior.

In 1888 Oyster Bay became a terminus for the Long Island Railroad, 
and the community grew as a result. "Sagamore Hill", Theodore 
Roosevelt’s home on Cove Neck, made the Oyster Bay area a center 
of activity during his terms as governor and President. Oyster Bay 
experienced a substantial increase in its population after the 
First World War as well. Despite modern pressures upon the land, 
however. Cove Neck remains a wooded residential area. In its 
setting of tall shade trees, the Edward H. Swan House remains an 
architectural landmark attesting to Cove Neck’s identity as a rural 
retreat for the wealthy merchant class of the nineteenth century.
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oNEW YORK STATE PARKS & RECREATION Agency Building 1 . Empire State Plaza. Albany, New York 12238 Information 518 474-0456
Orin Lehman, Commissioner

April 12, 1976

Mr. Charles Herrington 
Chief of Registration 
Office of Archaeology and 

Historic Preservation 
U.S. Dept, of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Herrington:

Enclosed please find the nomination for:

Swan (Edward H.) House, Cove Neck Road, Oyster Bay,
Nassau County, New York

The above nomination has been reviewed and approved by the Committee 
on the Registers of the State Board for Historic Preservation. The owner 
of the property, interested parties and governmental officials were 
notified in writing of the pending review April 2, 1973, and after approval 
by the State Board for Historic Preservation May 23, 1973.

The staff of the New York State Division for Historic Preservation 
would welcome the opportunity to discuss this submission with your office. 
If you have any questions, please contact Raymond W. Smith, Historic 
Preservation Program Assistant.

Sincerely,

|\ri A > —.
Lynn A. Beebe 
National Register and 

Survey Coordinator 
Historic Preservation 

Field Services
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NEW YORK STATE PARKS & RECREATION Agency Bu,ld,ng 1 Emp,re S1a1e Plaza Albany New York 12238 lnforma1ton 518 474•0456 

Orin Lehman. Commissioner 

Mr . Charles Herrington 
Chief of Registration 
Office of Archaeology and 

Historic Preservation 
U.S. Dept. of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington , D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

April 12 , 1976 

Enclosed please find the nomination for: 

Swan (Edward H. ) House , Cove Neck Road , Oyster Bay , 
Nassau County , New York 

The above nomination has been reviewed and approved by the Committee 
on the Registers of the State Board for Historic Preservation. The owner 
of the property , interested parties and governmental officials were 
notified in writing of the pending revi ew April 2, 1973, and after approval 
by the State Board for Historic Preservation May 23, 1973 . 

The staff of the New York State Division for His t oric Preservation 
would welcome the opportunity t o discuss t his submission with your office . 
If you have any questions , please contact Raymond W. Smith , Historic 
Preser vat ion Program Assistant . 
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Enclosure 

Sincerely , 

lunrt A. 0>~ 
LyJ n A. Beebe 
National Register and 

Survey Coordinator 
Historic Preservation 

Field Services 
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