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1. Name
historic Becket Center Historic District
and/or common ame
2. Location
n 4 — " —y >n ("~ A '

drest & numbe N, -Y.M.0.A. Road a«“"Hamilton®Roads N/A
city, town Becket vicinity of congressional district
dae Massachusetts ¥ axe auty Berkshire
3. Classification
Category Ownership ~ Status Present Use

district public f+ occupied agriculture

building(s) private e unoccupied X commercial

structure X both worl< in progress X educational

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment X

object N/Ai" process yes: restricted government

being considered A yes: unrestricted industrial
no military
4. Owner of Property
name Multiple - see attached list
street & number
N/A tat

city, town N vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Central Berkshire Registry of Deeds

street & number 24 Wendell Avenue

city, town Pittsfield

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

inventory or Historic Assets of the
title Commonwealth of Massachusetts hasthis property been determined elegible?

state

date 1978 federal .~ state

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission

city,toon  29” Washington St. Boston state MA

For HCRS use only

date entered

first

publication
code 003
museum
park
private residence
religious
scientific
transportation
other:

yes X no
county local



7, Pescription

Condition Check one Check one

-y-excellent deteriorated X unaltered J L original site .

JL good - ruins j L altered moved date Nj/r
fair unexDosed !

Describe thepresent and original (if known) physical appearance

Becket Center Historic District continues toreflect the rural character of
the surrounding Berkshire Muuntains, aswell asitsabbreviated role as the
town's nain settlenent center. |t enconpasses a%prom mately 40 acres of
gentLé rolling land crossed fromnorth to south by VWl ker Brook. Route 8
and Ham lton Road al so run north to south through the district and are con-
nected by YMCA Road. Thedistrict contains nine buildings, onestruc-
ture, three unexcavated historic archaeol ogical sites, a parade ground or
conmon, and a cenetery, al | located along the three major roads. A though
recently nuch of the center, once cleared for agricultureand the charcoaling
i ndustry, hasreverted tobrush and forest, thesides of roads and the back-
field l1nes are marked by stone walls, clearly revealing the agricultural
nature of early occupation.

Federal and Geek Revival period farnmhouses and public buildings definethe
architectural character of the district. | n addition, twolate nineteenth
century civic buildings built onthe sites of earlier structures reflect
limted later developrment i nthe vicinity of thetown center (#205 and #118).
Mninmal architectural ornamentation, confined to cornices and center door-
ways, enphasizes the vernacular character of the district. Preservationis
generally excellent? extensive nodifications totwobuildings have left
Intact the massing and scale of these individual houses, and therelation-
shi ps amengst the buildings as a group (school #115 and #207) .

Situated onthe southeast corner of the district onthe west side of Route 8
is The A dTown Pound, dating from1768. Identified by a bronze narker,

the rectangular structure i s conprised of 6 foot high Stone walls which

encl ose anarea of approxi nat eli/] 40 square feet. AL the northeast corner

I s_an opening which 1 ndicates that a gate or barway was once there (plot

125. photos 1 and?2).

The A dBecket Center Post Office is situatednorth of the A d Town Pound
on Route 8. The2.stor§/ wood franme structure wth aleanto addition orig-
inally constructed in 1857, was rebuilt in 1892 and was used as a post
office from|1908-1927 (Plot 118, photo 3).

Located ona triangular piece of |and across thestreet fromthed d Town
Hal | and First Oon%re ational Church i s the Parade Gound or A d Toan CGonmon,
This land parcel of s |%htly rolling terrain was set aside by the towin
1760 for thetraining of alarm |ist conpanies aswell as for the grazing

of animals. Itsoriginal bounds remain intact, andi t stands as an excellent
exanple of this early land use (Plot 188 photo 4). Across fromthe

Parade Gound on the south side of YMCA Road i s the AQdTow Hall.
Constructed in 1890 toreplace anearlier tow hall, this three bay buil ding
of little ornanentation isali story late Geek Revival structure. The
entry i s onthe ﬁable.en.d and i s accented by anenclosed gable roofed porch.
To theside of the building i s aone story addition constructed i nthemd-
20th century tohouse a kitchen and restroom (Plot 205 photo 5).

Wst of the Parade Gound and north of the A dTow Hall on Y MCA Road
stands the First Congregational Church built in 1850 toreplace anearlier

(see continuation sheet)
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one which had becone structurally unsound. This church of Geek Revival
design, exhibits many el ements common to the style. The pedinented gable
end taces the street with a classic entablature of cornice, frieze, and
architrave. Asinple rowof dentils gives the latter twoelements a clear
definition. Pilasters at the corners frame the facade. Theentry repeats
the use of pilasters and a classic entablature and contains a set of
doubl e doors conprised of 6 panels on each frame (Plot 117, photo 6). \

Next door to the church stands itsformer Horse Shed which was built in T
1802.  The post and beam frame structure, (enclosed by a wood shingle

roof) neasures 57i feet by 19i feet, contains seven stalls which are open
ended onthe east side (Plot 117, photos 7 &38),

The site of the First Meeting House i s |ocated north of the First OongreP -
tional Church on Y MCA Road. Agranite nonunent marks the site as well
as a 40* X 50" level area containing foundation stones and steps tothe
Meeting House, (Plot 114).

The Becket Center Cenetery, situated tothe west of the First Congregational
Church, occupies 52acres of land. |t was the first burial ground in the
township and was set aside by the proprietors in 1757 (Plot 116, photos

9 a.b, and <) Many of Becket*s earliest settlers are buried there, the
earliest date being 1757 Several stones are shaped and carved inan

el aborate folk tradition characterized by the use of floral motifs.

The O d Becket Center School House. District No. 1, sets close tothe

north side of YMCA Road. |t ws built as a school house in 1814 and
functioned as such until 1918. Since 1950, 1t has been a summer residence.
The original 18 x 24" 17 stor?/ core has been altered tosuit residential
needs by the addition of twoells and a porch and entry (Plot 115i photo 10).

Dr. Oliver Brewster House i s a promnent structure at the western end of
the district. Itisatwostory, five bpycenter chi mey Geor gi an
structure constructed in 1786. Spare in ornamentation, the buildingis
articulated by projecting wooden cornice nol dings over the first floor

w ndows, a band of dentils along the upper cornice line, and a lunette
on one of the_PabIe ends (Plot 208, photos 12, 13, 14). Thecellar hole
of a small building, associated with the Dr. Brewster House and usedas
a store ca. 1820, 1 s |ocated onthe northeast corner of YMCA and
Ham [ ton Roads. |t measures 24*x 26* and i s seven feet deep. A 9 x 26
portion of the building was cellarless (Plot 143, photo 15). N

A 2™ acre Ice Pond, north of the Brewster House i s held back by adry laid
stone dam96*8" long and 8 wide with a spillway and overflow diversion, e
Today it feeds a small stream which flows under Hami|Iton Road and joins

Val ker Brook, Anunidentifiedcellar hole. 21* x 35*» exists north of the
dam (Plot 134, Photo 16), —

The McLaughlin House, built ca, 1790, is a 2i story structure |ocated in the
northwest section of the district. Simlar in appearance tothe Brewster

(see continuation sheet)
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House, this building of weathered shingles is tyPi cal of vernacul ar Georgian
construction with itscentral chimey, five bay facade, and slopi n(r; gabl e
roof. This building does not contain significant ornamental detail, but

has a | ater front porch addition with a sloping roof (Plot 143, photo 17).

South of the intersection of YYMCA Road and Ham |t on Road stands
The O d Becket Center Parsonage, now "The Nest" of Chi ey Cor ner s,
a |l story Geek Revival style cape. Architectural details suggest a con-
struction date of ca. 1830-1840. Mdlded trimwith corner bl ocks outlines
the recessed and side-lighted front door. QOher notable features are
corner pilasters, a wide cornice and pedinmented gable ends. Two chinneys
have been razed below the front gable roof slope. Al story ell tothe
rear housed the kitchen, which has a cast iron fire frane of a style
prevalent ca. 1831-1835 (Plot |33, photo 18).

The Snow Bennett House was built around 183D by SC Show a grandson
of Asa Showwho cane to Becket fromAshford, nnecticut i n1770. Orig-
inally this house was a sinple clapboard, I story Federal period Cape
with a central chimeny, five bay front and a center entry. |t was
extensively rebuilt i'nthe 1920's - 1930*s as a sunmer residence. The
dormers, alumnum siding, picture w ndow, and enclosed porch areal |
additions (Plot 207, photo 11), LV



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture  X. religion
1400-1499 X archeology-historic conservation law cience
1500-1599 X agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture . education military social/
1700-1799 . engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry X politics/government transportation
invention .other (specify)
Specificdates 1756-1900 Builder/Architect N/A

Statement of Significance (inone paragraph)

Becket Center Historic District possesses |nte?r|ty of |ocation,
setting, materials, worknmanship, and feeling. t i'shistorically
as the center of theoriginal Towship No. 4, |ater Becket, from .
through themd 19thcentur¥. | Nn1841 t hecrossing of the Berkshire Hills
was acconplished by the Wstern Railway which by-passed Becket Center.

As aresult of the subsequent commercial and popul ation shift northward

to therailhead at Becket Village, growh of the center virtually ceased.
Becket Center continued, however, tofunctionasthespiritual andpol -
itical center of this agricultural community. Construction duringthe
second half of the 19thcentury was |imted toa few public buildings and
ceased after 1900, The structures and historic archaeol ogical sites pre-
served i nthedistrict represent itsevolutionfroma focal point of early
settlenent i nthemd 18thcentury toitslater (after 1841) and current
capacity asthecivic andreligious nucleus of thetow. |I'nthis century
its rural setting hasinvited and been naintained by the establishnent of
two Y.MCA canps,

design,
significant
17

o

n
I

Becket Center's significance lies, not somuch i n thevisual nerits of

i ndividual structures, asi ntheinterrelationshi PS' anongst bui | di ngs and
archaeol ogi cal sites of anucleated space andrestricted tine period.
Interpreted as a whole, they are an unusually intact exsinple of settle-
nent and community |ife typical of arural andagrarianupland frontier

| ocations durin helate 18thtomd 19thcentury. Becket Center thus
neets criteria A.and Cof theNational Register of Historic Places, On
the basis of svirface evidence, there i sastrong potential that criterion Dis al so

net, although that cannot be justified without survey and subsurface
testing of archaeol ogical properties.

The town of Becket was originally theplantation "Nunber Four" granted

by the Massachusetts GCeneral Court to a group of Proprl etors. e first
meeting todiscuss settlement andpartition of |ots was held i n Marl borough,
Massachusetts i n1737. However, |ack of a good east-west road and dis-
turbance onthe Massachusetts frontier caused by the French and | ndi an Ver

in thelate 1750*s del ayed pernmanent settlenent. Eventually, the natural
advantages of the Beckét Center site offering tinber, _

land for grazing and agriculture, andwater power for industry prevail ed,

and the town was incorporated June 21, 1765. Prior togaining official .
town status, the needs of Becket's residents had al ready requiredconstruction
of agristmll (1753) and sawm || (ca. 1755)i both 3mles fromQd Becket

Center and outside of thedistrict, purchase of a burying ground i n 1756 (Pl ot
116, photos 9 a, b, &c), and constnction of a Meeting House (51762- 1764) .
Additionally, the Town Pound. (Plot 125. photos 1 & 2) |ocated at the

sout heast end of the public land was built i n1768. Avote recorded August
29 1768directed that it bebuilt 40feet square with walls six feet hrgh.
Each nenfber of the commtteewas t o be given seasonal notice towrk his
proportion of tine during thenonth of Cctober. 1t i s one of onlytwo

(see continuation sheet)



9. Major BIb|I0graphlca| References (see continuation sheet)
A Bicentennial History of Becket, Cathaline A Archer &Mtchell Ml holland, Becket Hi s-

torical _Socie”, 1964. , . o
"Becket's First Fifty Years," 1752-1802. CathalineA Archer, private printing.
"Becket's Sons i na Massachusetts' Settlonent of New Connecticut, West em Reserve, Wndham Q4

Cathaline A Archer, NewHaven, Gnn., Cctober, 1953.
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property approx. 40 acres

Quadrangle name Becket, MA Quadrangle scale 1:25000

UMT References
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Verbal boundary descriptionand justification The north boundary of the Historic District follows
the north line of plots 114, 115 and 207, westerlyfromRoute 8 The boundary then follows
a stone wal |, the east boundary of plot 143, north and westerly to another stone wal
running approximately 248 WSWV toacomer onHamIton Road. This i sthenorth (see

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries contm. Sheet)
state code county code

N/A
state code county code

11+ Form Prepared By

_ Virginia Adams, Program Assistant, with _
nanefite  Taing Parrigh Higf-n-rir PrPffP-rvatinn Planner, Berkshire County. Reg. Plan. Garm

organization MpRsarhnsPtts Historical Conmission date May, 1982
drest& nurbe 294 Washington St. telephone  (617) 727-8470 ‘Oi.
cityof'town Boston state  MA

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), i hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature " (jljUAX /[/vi~*TTaiAlAfIAA

title Executive Director Massachusetts Historical .Commission jate Ui/y?P \1nr'2~,

| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

Keeper of the National Reglst” s/-srer

Attest: date

Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835
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intact pounds i n Berkshire County. N buildings remain extant from this
early period of settlement, although the site of this first Meeting House
i's known and other structures may be located with further research and sub-
surface testing.

The various types and styles of exclusively wood-frame buildings included

in the district attest to Becket Center's rural location and devel opnment al
history. The MlLaughlin House. 1790 (Plot m-3, photo 1?), and the Dr.

O iver Brewster House (Plots 208 and 13", photos 12, 13, and 1”), the earliest
structures presently standing, are both large sinple 2| story late Ceorgian
style farmhouses built at the end of the eighteenth centurg/. Towards the

m d-ni neteenth century the Od Becket Center Parsonage. 1865 (Plot 133,

photo 18 ), and the First Congregational Church. 1850 (Plot 11?, photos

7 & 8), were erected in the popular Geek Revival style. The Church's :
solid clean-lined form serves as a focal point for the hamet. The Od

Town Hall. 1890 (Plot 205 photo 5). i san extrenely plain building which
continues the spirit of the Greek Revival style, and echoes the functional
character of the remaining public and private structures in the district.

In 1812, Lt. David Brown presented Becket Center's second Meeting House
with i tsfirst bell. |t was purchased by George Conant, acting as agent
for Lt. Brown, of Paul Revere & Son in Canton, M\  Conant served from
1805 to 1820 as representative to the General Court. Xenophan and Stephen
Wadsworth, young nen of the town, went to Boston with horses and returned

with the bell. Ar itemin Ceorge Conant's diary reads, Mwnday, OCctober
191 1812, .".get ready to send hone the bell, purchased for Lt. David
Brown". n Cctober 29% 1812, he notes, "The peoprle assenbled to hang

the bell". Later, it was cracked and recast 1 n Troy, MY. Augustus
Perkins acconpanied the bell and added 100 silver dollars to the nolten |,
metal, which was raised by subscription. 1t was believed to sweeten

the tone. Becket's Revere Bell i s believed to be the only bell in

Berkshire County cast by the Revere foundry.

Becket Center School District No. 1 (Plot 115i photo 10) today a summer
residence, was built in 1814, though various "Cane School s" were heldin
the town between 1765 and 177*. I n 1783, the townsnen organi zed eight
school districts and ordered the selectnen to build a school house near the
Meeting House as soon as may be possible. School assessments rose from

20 pounds, 19 shillings, 2 pence, to 25 pounds by 1790.

Town neetings were often held at the school near the Meeting House. From
town records we learn that a town nmeeting was held April 14, 1814 in

the new school house near the Meeting House. The Center School District N
was closed in 1918 and it spupils transferred to the South Becket School.

Ms. CathalineBrewster Alford Archer, author of the three histories of

Becket, summered i n the Brewster House (Plots 208 and 13"f photo 12, 13i

and 14) during the early 1930*s. She was a descendent of Dr. Oliver Brewster.
(see continuationsheet)
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Her husband, Dr. John Clark Archer, professor of Conparative Religion
at Yale Divinity School, also wote. He authored Faiths Men Live By.

Completion of thefirst Meeting House (Plot 113) i n1764 marked t he begin-
ning of Becket Center's 176 year tenure as thetown's political center.
Local militia conpanies nmet and trained at the Parade QGound (Plot 118,
photo.4). from 1760 on. The present A d Town Hal |l building (Plot 205 Photo
5) served the community from 891 to 1940 even though themajority of the
popul ation was | ocated i nor near Becket Center. Since 1950, as the

First Congregational Church Sunday School and Parish Hall, it has continued
its role as a |local gathering place.

Becket Center has served thespiritual needs of [ocal Congregationali st
residents sihce thetown's founding. The location of a Meeting House was
first discussedi n1738 and again 1 n1756. A hiatus of two years passed.
h Cctober 11, 1758 t hetown proprietorsagreed tofixthesite of the Met-
ing House on a hill at thewesternnost end of | ot No. 22. |t was further
voted tobuild theMeting House 45 x 35 feet. Again put off, thesite
was di scussed on January 30, [760 at thedwelling house of M. Janes
Burchard. After a negative vote for a site on |ot No. 25t the original
site was again picked. |t was directed that thetowship should build
the Meeting House "as soon as conveniently possible and to procure |and
for public use; al lthat part of ot No. 22 that i s south and east of

the Burying Place so far as theroad". Further, "tobuild theMeetin
House at thenost convenient place, i ntheir judgenent, or on the knoll

on thenorth side of theroad". The |and was purchased from M. John
Wadsworth, My 7. 1760 for'rS-10-.0, Construction took place between |76l
and 1763. Mney was voted for glass, floor, and door, Cctober 27. 1762.
The first nmeeting to be held i ntheMeting House took place June 30,

1763.  (Plot 113,). The original Meeting House was repl aced.

May, 1800, by a new structure erected across t he road.

The present edifice of theFirst Congregational Church of Becket (Plot

117, photos 7 & 8) was built i nl1850 on thesite of the Second Meeting”
House. The latter aPPears t o have developed a structural problemwithits
added steeple and belfry, as Chester Wadsworth was hired torepair the bell
yoke i n1845. Several meetings of the Congregational Society were heldi n

April, 1849 about thecondition of thesteeple and church. The end result
was theformng of a Joint Stock Meeti n% House CGonpany t o construct a
new church. |t was dedi cated June 191 1850

The church Horse Sheds (Plot 117, photos 7 and 8) were the subject of
Article 10, of a town neeting held March 15, 1802. A commttee was chosen
to forward a plan tobuild horse sheds on thepublic land i nthetown
center. The meeting was adjourned until April 5. 1802, when t he pl ans

were accepted. Wien t he church was replaced i n1850, thehorse sheds were r
retained. Between 1913 and 1921, several bills appear i nthe Town Registerl
for repairs. The largest, $278.87 was allocated 1 n1920. 1n.1930, anotherf

(see continuation sheet)
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set of sheds on the south sidewere razed. |n 1977 at the annual church neeting

in January, the church voted t orestore their horse sheds, 45 years afterthe

| ast work was done. Becket i s the only connunity i nBerkshire County to preserve its
horse sheds with its church.

The O dBecket Parsonage (Plot 133, photo 18), circa 1835 was sold t othe First
Congregational Society of Becket, April 1, 1868, by George and | da Jones. Six hundred
dollars was the price paid for the hoiose and smal | bam originally owned by Sanuel

I nghamand operated as a farm |t was first occupied By the Rev. John Hartwell. | n My,
1874, HW Eldrege, a student i nthe Hartford Semnary, was called to pastor both
Congregational Churches i nthe town and use of the Parsonage was di scontinued. From
1881 t 01888, anijuiber of references are nade to repairs and managenent of the Par sonage
in the Church Records. It was rented, the nanagenent |eft t othe trustees, again used
as a pargonage i n 1897 and sold i n 1908, Until 1927, it was used as a hene. After that,
IMr., and Ms. Howard Smth developed it as a headquarters for Canp Chimey Coners. | t
was purchased by the YYMCA in 1972.

D Oliver Brewster, v¥io built the house at the west end of YMCA Road (Plots 208
and 134, photos 12, 13, and 14) was an ei ghth generation descendent of WIliam
Brewster, elder of the Separatist Church of Leyden Hol | and and Pl ynouth, Massachusetts.
Oiver was bom April 2, 1760 at Lebanon, Connecticut. He served asa mlitary
surgeon mder Col. John Brown of Pittsfield at the Battle of Stone Arabia, New York i n
1780. He was appointed surgeon July 23, 1780 and di scharged Novenber 2, 1780, after
serving 2 monghts, 29 days of a 3nonth enlistment. He married Jerusha Badger of
Partridgefield (H nsdale-Pem) My 27, 1781. | tisbelieved he cane t oBecket i n

1785 and served as the Town's first physicianand |ater a deacon of the church. The
inscription onhis gravestone i nBecket Center Cenetery reads: "Sacred t othe nenory
of Doctor Oiver Brewster, FEMMS di ed February 15, 1812... He had beenin
practice i nthe town 33 years and by his faithful preservingindustry attainedto
emnence i nhis profession. He was a pattem of conjugal and paternal affection,
hospitable t ostrangers, kind t othe poor, andi n sone good neasure, devoted to the
interest of religion."

His son. Dr. John Milton Brewster, was bom i nthe Honestead Cctober 22, 1789. He was
educated at Lenox Acadeny and graduated fromBoston Medical School i n 1812. He studied
medi cine with his father and took over that practice until 1821 ~en he noved t o Lenox
Massachusetts.  The house was sold a year later. 1 n 1837 he noved to Pittsfield where'

he practiced medicine for 55 years and died May 3, 1869, an abolitionist and active nenber
ot the First Congregational Church of Pittsfield.

The Brewster property exchanged hands el even times between 1822 and 1973 G en it was
purchased by the executiveconmttee of the Y MICA 's of Massachusetts and Rhode Island
in 1973. They are consideringthe long-termrestoration of the house as a residence

aid Historical Interpretive Center for Ganps Becket and Chimey Coners under their

Qut door Education Program

The partial reversion of Becket Center towoodl and has provi ded an ideal setting for the

(see continuation sheet)
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devel opnent "of CGanps Becket and | ater Chimnmey Comers. Both are nowunder directionof
the YMICA 's of Massachxasetts and Rhode Island. Canp Becket, seventy-eight years ol d,
was founded i n 1903, one of the ol dest i nthe country. |t pioneered nodemcanpi ng

met hods under its first director, Henry W dbson, vAo served from 1904to 1927. A

presi dent of the National Ganp Directors Association, he authored several books, such

as Ganp Managenent and Boyol ogy. Anong its nany notable alucm. Dr. Paul D Wite of
Boston served as caliper> counselor, assistant Gap Doctor, andlater inlife, chairman of
the YMCA'" s executive ccnmttee.

Becket Center devel oped al ong the maj or Boston and Al bany Road, |ong discontinued as a

VA ole, although sections are still inxase. The Messenger Tavem |ater a stage-stop, was
operated near the Town CGonmon from the 1760 s throuPh the Federal Period. A Capt. Peter
Porter was tavem keeper from 1765 through the Revolution. The exact |ocation of the
tavemi s presently unknown, however, sit)surface remains of outhbuildingsand trash

deposits may exist inthevicinity of the present Post Office (#118). .

Househol d and agricul tural supplies were availableto local residents at Wllians Store

in the early part of t#e nineteenth century. | tismnentioned inan 1820 deed concem ng the
the Brewster House and was soldwith the [atter from 1826 on. The renains of its cellar
hole are ikely tocontainartifactual deposits relating toits' past ccannercial '
function (Plot 208, photo 15).

Smal | scal e industries operating i nBecket Center i nthe earlynineteenth century included
a tan yard vhtch diverted water fromthe pond north of the Brewster House. The use of
the i ce pond was reserved by deed i n 1839. A damand cellar hole at the south end of tte
pond are perhaps associated wi ht the tan yard, or an as yet unidentified indiistry (Plot
134, photo 16).

Fromits initial settlement i nthe 1760's through the md-nineteenth century Becket

Center devel oped quickly. Since that tinme, littlehas occurred to alter the historical .
fabric of the village. This sequence of sharp growth and decline has produced a

"time caf)sul e" withsignificant application tohistoric settlement systens' research,

ilie village's history is typical of UF| and frontier tows -vhere the establishment

of residential, conmercial, industrial, religious andcivic propertiesoccurred swiftly

in nucleated, yet isolated locations. This rsolation, at first a spur to local and sur-
rounding community growth, inthe 18th century, was translated to a decline factor with the
advent of inproved transportation (e.g. railroads andtunpi ke) during the 19th century.
Towns not fortunateto be along these comiunicationlinks found thenselves at a distinct

di sadvantage, andi n general, sufferedthe inevitable consequences. Wile son@ town
centers were able to recover to varying degrees, and experienced change inthe |ate
nineteenth and twentiethcenturies, others such as Becket Center didnot. Becket Center

is particularly notable for the fact that although sone structures have been altered
through time, therewere nobtiildings constructed |ater than 1900. Becket Center's

history thereforeexhibits a strong E]ossi bility for the continued presence of rich,

varied, andundisturbed historic archaeol ogical resources conplenenting the standing
structure stock. Inaddition to the several properties already nentioned above, other

(see continuation sheet)
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intact, but less surficiallyvisible siJDsurface features andartifactual deposits are
expected to exist: buried foundations, privies, wells anddiscrete and scattered

trash deposits relating to domestic, agricultural, industrial andcoirmercial activities.
These features are anitiportant part of the cultural landscape. The association of

these physical remains with the multiﬁl icityof activities knownto have constituted the
lives of Becket's iinnediate andperipheral residents can provide aninportant research

tool. Through the integrationof archaeological investigations, mterial culture stxidies
(e.g. architecture) and docunentary research fociised on a tenporallg and spatially contained
unit \(\Mh Becket Center exenplifies, directed research cancontribute significantly

to our understanding of rural 18th and 19th century settlement pattems and |ifeways.



NPS Fonn 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018

Exp.10-31-84
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service
National Register of Historic Places
inventory—Nomination Form T
ntinuation sheet Becket Center HD | t em nuntoer *rIQ Page

Continuation of #9. & "

Massachusetts Sol diers & Sailorsi nthe Vdr of the Revolution, Vol 2, CGommonweal th
~ of Massachusetts, 1924.

Continuation of #10.

bound of plot 143. The district then crosses Ham|ton Road diagonal |y t o another comer
with a stone wal | running 285 VMNIVV to thenortii comer of the Brewster |ce Pond. Then,
follow ng an ol d stone wal | 180" south on the west shore of said | ce Pondto thenorth-
west coner plot 208 on Ham [ ton Road. Thenfollowi ng the west [ine of plot 208 t crosses
Bennett Road , behind the O d Parsonage and bam to a stone wal|. Then 80* east across

Ham | ton Road fol | owing a stone wal | to the Southwest comer of plot 118 and fol | owi ng
the south line,
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Iforse Sheds

Becket Center Cemetery
Y.M.CA. Lad ,

"S Called Tomn Land", Site of
First Meeting House

"First Minister's Lot"

Od Becket Center School
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Dr. Oliver Brewster House
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[ce Pond C -;'

McLaughl i n House

a VNRR X

Town of Becket

M. 8Ms. WIliam A Engwer
Becket Center

Hel en Fl ynn

Becket Center .V

Town of Becket

First Congregation Qiirch
Soci ety
Becket Center

First Congregation Church
Soci ety
Becket Center . -

Town of Becket

Executive Commttee of
Y.MCA <
Maiss. 8 R | .

14 Somrerset, St., Boston

Town of Becket

M. 5Ms. RichardFurlong
Becket Center

M. WIliam B Bl aurock
Becket Center

M. 5Ms. Bruce Denarest
Becket Center

Executive Committee of

Y. MCA
14 Sonerset: St”, Boston

Executive Committee of
Y.MCA
14 Somerset St., Boston
Executive Committee of
Y.MCA
14 Sonerset St., Boston
El eanor McLaughlin

404 Fourth St |,

Brookl yn, NY.
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
[HHTIBIHMNN] Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street

I
L

HISTORICAL Boston, Massachusetts

02108 MICHAELJOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State
June 15, 1982
El eanor M MLaughlin .o» :
404 Fourth St. B ; v A
Brooklyn, NY. 11215
Dearie. MLaughlin: " -

Qn June 9, 1982, the Massachusetts State Review Board considered the National
Regi ster el | gi bi |7t ty of theBecket Center Historic District. They voted that

the district net criteria Aand Cof theNational Register of theHistoric P aces.
In accordance with Federal regulations (36CH60) that nomnation will now be
forw' arded t o t he Keeper of t he Nati onal Register inWshington, along with all
owner conments received t odate. Because You wer e the only owner who obj ect ed,
that district canbelisted i ntheNational Register if the Keeper concurs i n
the State ReviewBoard deci sion.

Sincerely, o o'f- o . o odf. e e

CGandace Jenki ns
Registration Director e

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssi on

Q) sac ' "ot .,
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U COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
LT Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL  “r0s MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY

COMMISSION 617 727 8470 Secretary of State

M. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper

National Register of Historic Places

National Park Service

Cepartnent of thelnterior : /.
Washington, DC 20243

Dear Ms. Shul l:

Encl osed you wi |l find the followng nomnation forns:

N Xhecket : Becket Center Historic District (local)
Billerica: Manni ng Minse (| ocal)
Lowel | : All en House (local)
Lowel | : South Gonmen Historic District (local)
Lovel | Véshi ngton Square Historic District (local)
Lowel | : Venesit Canal and Whipple Mill Conplex (local)

Northanpton: DO nock Estate (local)
Vestfield: Landl ord Fow er Tavem (local - BEE 11/79)

Al'l have been voted eligible by t he State Review Board and have been signed by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. QGanerswere notified of pending State
Revi ew Board consi deration 30 - 75 days before the meeting and were af f or ded
the opportunitytocomment. Gonments received todate areattached to the
nom ntion forns. o

Sincerely,

Candace Jenki r
Registratiw "irector o
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

Q) sac



