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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Designed and built in c. 1893-1894 by a gifted immigrant Viennese wood carver,
Robert Machek, this two-story residence can only be called eclectic in style.
In her Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory form of April 15, 1968,
Mary Ellen Young (Pagel) states:

In style the home defies categorization, for on exterior and interior
Machek employed motifs borrowed from Gothic, Renaissance, Baroque,

and even Oriental design. It is a wood-framed structure, treated with
wood strips simulating half-timbering on the south, east, and west
elevations and shingled on the north side. Doorways, windows, vergeboards,
porches —— all are abundantly ornamented with abstract and representa-
tional carvings; and ornamental woodwork, intricate and intriguing,

abounds on the interior as well.

The house is in an excellent state of preservation, due largely to the restorative
work which the current owners began as soon as they acquired the property in 1964.
The exterior retains essentially its original appearance. Interior alterations
are minimal and consist largely of installation of electricity and central
heating, and conversion of the original pantry space into a bathroom. Otherwise
most of the interior has undergone painstaking restoration over a considerable
period of time.
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BUILDER/ARCHITECT

Robert Machek

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Machek house is significant in Milwaukee because it not only reflects a direct
European influence on the architecture of the city2 but is also singularly unique
and "notable for the charming individuality of its design, the intricacy and fine
craftsmanship of its ornament..."3 Zimmerman calls it "The only house of its kind
ever built here..."? Its designer-builder was a skilled wood carver from Vienna
who "had been a distinguished craftsman in his native Austria and in 1884 had
received the Silver Medal from the King of Serbia, Milan I, for exceptional service

rendered to the Crown in work dome on the Royal Palace at Belgrade.>

The Machek house's inclusion in the Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS

No. WIS-250) further attests to its architectural significance.

an official Milwaukee Landmark in 1968.

1., 7Young, Mary Ellen
2. Perrin, Milwaukee Landmarks, 77
3. Wietczykowski, Mary Ellen, and DeHaas, John, HABS Data Report
4, Zimmerman, The Heritage Guidebook, 125
5. Perrin, op. cit., 77
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Bounded by limits of Nasgowitz lot at northwest corner of North 19th Street
and McKinley Boulevard.
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