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1. Name of Property
historic name Towne Farm

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 55 Towne Road . not for publication
city or town Boxford e vicinity

state  Massachusetts code MA county  Essex code 009 zip code 01921

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this / nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property ~ meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:
national statewide A local

Ib n A~ N A MytoM c/ol /"
Signature of certifying official Brona Simon, SHPO, MHC Date
Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
Signature of commenting official Date
Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby./ertlfy that this property is:

entered in the National Register . determined eligible for the National Register
determined not eligible for the National Register . removed from the National Register
other (explain:)

A= -

Date of Action



Towne Farm
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

private building(s)
public - Local district
public - State Site
public - Federal structure
building(s)
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if properly is not part of a multiple property listing)

N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single dwelling, secondary structures
AGRIGULTURAL/animal facility
INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/EXTRACTION

waterworks

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

EARLY REPUBLIC / Federal

Category of Property

Essex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

5 buildings
sites
1 structures
1 objects
buildings
8 1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register
0

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single dwelling, secondary structures
AGRICULTURAL7animal facility
INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/EXTRACTION

Waterworks (currently unused)

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation: STONE
walls:  VINYL, WOOD/shingle, weatherboard,

Vertical staves
roof: ASPHALT, WOOD/shingle

other:



Towne Farm Essex, MA
Name of Property County and State

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing
resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the
property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

Towne Fam islocated in the southwest comer of Boxford MA, asmdl community of roughly 8000 resdents
located gpproximatdy 20 milesnorth of Bodon in Essex County. The farmdeed is mede up of two adjacant lots
sparated by Towne Road, ahaf-mile-long public way that runs from Main Stregt through the farm. The two lots
together mesare 169 aores (2.4 acreson the north dde of Towne Roed and 145 aores onthe south Sde). Inthe
aeaof the farmyard, buildings occur on both Sdesof the road. Historic mgps of Boxford depict Towne Roed es
running from Main Streat westward through the farm, to what was then the town of Andover (now North
Andover). However, in 1968 the portion of Towne Road west of the farm was abandoned, a the request of the
farm's owner. This causad Towne Roed to become adeed-and just beyond the farmhouse. B4t of the farm,
svaten single-family houses have bean condructed dong Towne Roed snce the 1960s Thesehouses ae
Stuated on large, heavily wooded lots, two to four acresin area (see atached agrid photo). Extending off of
Towne Roed are four short resdentid dreets, al of which have been devdoped snce 1970, with sngle-family
homes on subgtantia wooded lots. Abutting the farm to the south are severd hundred aores of wooded
consxvaion land (known as the Boxford State Forest and Bad Hill Reservation), al of which were formerly
Towne family property. The historic sructures that comprise Towne Fam arer the farmhouse, an adjoining
carriage house, alarge barn, agarage, awindmill and assodated pumphouse, awater tower, agone well
endoaure, and a number of donewalls. The house, carriage house, and bam are located on the north Sde of
Towne Roed, while the garage, pumphouse, well endosure, and watertower are south of the drest (see atached
dte planfor locations). All of the resources, exoept the well endaosure, are contributing dements to the nomination.
Thewed | endoaure isbdieved to have been condructed fairly recently.

Narrative Description

Narrative Description

Farmhouse (1790; Phatos 1-5) - The farmhouse condgs of a main block, a modeam rear kitchen addition, and a
amdl el that connects the houseto an adjacent carriage house The main block isatwo-gory. Fedard-gyle
resdence built in 1790 (s atached photo from late 19* century). Itisatypica, late 18 century, five-bay house
with a canter entry and large centra chimney, typical of houses built before 1830, when kitchenswere il
condructed within the main body of the house rather than in atached dls. It rests on alow fiddstone foundation
and isendaosad by agable rooffini shedwith agphdt shingles Mogt window openings hold 69 wood replacement
seh to match the originals, and feature wood datted shutters. Although shutters cameinto common use in the ed
of the 18* century, it does not gopeear thet they were used on this house until much later. Historic photographs of
the houseindicate that shutters were not ingtaled until & e 1900. Vinyl sding now covers the dgpboard exterior.
Smdl sections of the vinyl were recently removed from the main house and carriage bam. The dgpboards found
benegth the siding on the house gopeer to be late 18+ or early 19 century fabric (joints are skived and nails gopesr
ca 1800). Themain entry gopears to be origind to the house, and condds of a higtoric eight-pand wood door
flanked by partia sddightswith panded gprons Wide, panded pilagters supporting ahigh enteblature frame the
doorway. Around 1905, the exterior of the housewes "updated™ with the addition of a sngle-gtory front porch
aooss the facade (south devation) and eest devation. About the same time, two bay windows were added a the
feBede (on dther 9de of the entry), and one a the south end of the eat devation. The bay windows and porch
aong the feBede were removed a some point batween 1936 and 1954. The porch remains dong the eet devation.
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dthough the origina tumed-wood pogswere replaced by smple souare podts (betwean 1936 and 1954).
Fenedration hes bean modified in saverd locations. The existing door & the eedt devation isin the location of an
origina window (changed between 1936 and 1954); today it holds aglazed wood door thet gopears to date to the
mid 20* century. Historic photographs indicate that there hed previoudy bean adoorway a the center of this
devation, which was likely ingaled when the porch wasfirst condructed around 1905, but hed bean removed
batween 1936 and 1954. In more recant years (ca. 1970s), awide casamant window was addaed in place of an
original, amdler window & the north end of the eet devation (first floor). Chenges to two window openings & the
firstfloor of the reaer devation are d<o evident (dates unknown). A door, shdtered by asmdl gabled porch, wes
added a the west devation (likely mid 20* century), and holds aglazed/panded wood door. A sngle-gory kitchen
addition (ca 1930s) with a<hed roof covers goproximatdy half of the rear devation of the main block. This amal,
utilitarian addition covered by vinyl sding festures little ornamentation, asde from abay window on itsnorth Sde
Adjoining the kitchen addition to the eest isaamdl sngle-gory €l that today connects the main house to the
cariage house There was formerly amid 19*-century cobbler shopiin thislocation (visible in atached historic
photo fromthe late 19* century), but around 1910 it wes ether replaced or rebuiilt to give usthe existing Sructure
(dthough it gopears thet the origina foundation of the cobbler shop was reused). Thishes been dtered over the
years, with the addition of a amdl porch (eest Sde) and modem doors and windows. It wes later connected to the
adjacent carriage house (s below).

The main block follows the double-pile, centra-chimney plan that sarved as the mogt common house type in New
England between 1760 and 1830. The main entry opansinto agmdl gairhal (or "porch” ineally architectura
terms) with a degp, narrow winder daircase backing up to the centra chimneydack (Photo 3). The chimney
gopears to have baan entirdly recondructed ca 1830, reusing some of the older bricks from the first chimney. The
interior of the main block remains remarkebly intact, particularly the front rooms and front stairhall, where the
origind layout ispresarved.  Throughout the house, particularly in the front rooms, many features from the original
1790 condruction remain, including wide wood flooring, pinebeam cadngs, hand-glit lath, horse-hair pleder,
four-pand doors, flat besgoardsfl ushwith the walls, and flush door casangswith smple bend moldings (Photo 4).
Ealy 19*-century modifications to severdfireplacesare d<o evident (recongtructed fire boxes and mantds). The
use of aek framing mambas (for purlins and some pogts), hand-hewn rafters(visible in the attic), and cut nails
(found in upgtairsflooring and beem endosures) is congdent with the 1790 condruction dete. Typicd of many
Federd-period houses, the beams and podswere originaly encesad and the walls plagtered to provide a more
finished gopearance In the cage of the Towne house, framing mambers in nearly all rooms are obscured by hand-
planed pine cadngs assambled with hand-cut nails; however, in the original kitchen a the rear of the house it
gopears the earliest period framing was whitewashed inlieu offinishing.Rooms a the reer of the house have
undergone more sgnificant dteration than those at the front but, overal, dhanges have bean sympathetic to the
hitoric cheracter of the house

Cariage House (1858; Photo 6—The carriage housewes origindly afreestanding structure, and remained that
way into the 20* century. The carriage house hes arectangular plan, ad isendosad by agable roof finished with
agohdt shingles. While the exterior hes been dtered significantly, the frame of the origind building remansintact.
Theearliest photogrgphs of the building (visible inattached higtoric photo from the late 19* century) dhow thet it
hed narrow board-and-betten dding, and alarge diding barn door on its facade (south devation). Later imeges
show that painted dgpboard hed bean ingaled on the front. Today, the front and eedt devaions are covered by
vinyl sding, while the rear (north) and west devations have wood-shingle sding. There are two layers of higoric
sding benegth the vinyl of the carriage house These condgt of 20* century dagpboards over what gopears to bethe
origind 19*-century vertical board siding. Windows, dormers, an entry door, and rear chimney were dl added to
the building. Theinterior isdivided into twofl oors,the lower level being asingle large oecewith alater (ca
2003) bathroom and dosst goece dong one sde. The upper floor holds two bedrooms, abathroom, and various
dosgts and gopears to have beenfini shedas living goeoe earlier (possibly in the early years of the 20* century).
Theserooms maey have houssd hired hdp—oenaus records confirm that Hiram Towne hed & leest one farm leborer
living on the property as early as 1900. Finishes in the bedrooms and hall indude woodfl oors,chamfered wood
besshoards and two-pand wood doors, al condgent with early 20* century interiors. Although thefirst fioor hes
recent wall pandiing and adrywal ceiling, many of the historic framing mambers remain; the visible ceiling beens
ae purdy decoraive.
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Bam (late 18* century/late 19* century; Photo 7)—The bam thet exidts today isthe result of the enlargement of an
earlier dructure, aca 1790 English tiebeam bam meeauring 40'x 20" (according to the 1799 tax vauation). The
earlier bam was st with its gable ends facing eest and west, and fegtured alarge entry dong the eave dde, facing
south. Inthe late 19¢ century, the bam was enlarged by adding severd baysto the reer (north) and changing the
direction of theridgdline to areste afront-facing gable  The hand-hewn frame of the older bam remans visble,
with mogt of the tie beamsintact, dthough some of the post locations have bean changed. The origind hand-hewn
timbers & the south end of the bam are dearly diginguishable from the later savn timbers & the rear. Today, the
bam isfinishedwith painted depboard sding & its facade (south eevation) and painted wood shingles & the
remaining elevations, al covering the original sheathing. The massive gable roof isfinished with agphdt shingles,
however, the origind roof sheathing isvisble on the interior. The facede is dominated by awide centrd entry
holding apair of diding wood replacement doors The entry istopped by a multipane transom that was edded
omdime after 1936. A amilar entry islocated & the north (rear) devation. Access to the lower levd of the bam
from the exterior is by means of two large openings, one a the eadt devaion and another & the reer devaion. The
main levd of the bam islaid out with abroad centrd drive running from the front to the reer door. Wes of the
drive are four horse gdls that were added in the 1950s The area eedt of the driveisdivided into asiesof smdl
workrooms and gorage aress by amix of wood-plank partitionsingdled & varioustimes. An interesting fegture
of the late 19*-century congtruction iswhat gopears to be an interior above-ground silo (measuring roughly 14 feet
quare) in the northeest comer of the bam.

Garege (late 19* century/early 20th century; Photo 10—The garegeisasmall, angle-story building with a reer
ell. Theexat dateof condruction isnot known, but it gopears thet it was built in severd phesss in the late 19 ad
ealy 20* centuries, likely first serving as ashed and later enlarged and converted to hold vehides In fact, the reer
el gopears to predate the front (northem) garage block. According to family notes Hiram Towne acquired his first
automobilein 1912, 0 the garage may have bean condructed about that time. In addition, a photogrgph from 1916
confirms therewas abuilding of the same materids in this location. Tax vauations confirm that a shed wes addd
to the property in the early 1880s Today the building isendosad by astegp gable roof finished with agphelt
shingles The exposed rafter ends of the roof are visible dong the degp eaves Wide, painted dgpboards cover the
faBade, while the sscondary devations have wood shingle sding (painted a the reer and eedt devations only). The
principal devation (north) festures three garage bays two of which have large batten doors All three baysae
topped by assgmentd-arched  heed with adecorative wood keysone Window openings & the 9de and reer
eevations hold older, double-hung wood sseh (a combination of 86 and 6/6), and are framed by smple wood
aurrounds. There are savard entrancesinto the rear additions, holding avariety of wood doors from various
periods. A fairly recent wood leen+to covers much of the esdt devation of the garage A concreedab floor hes
been poured throughout the interior, which isdivided into three principa dorage aress with utilitarian finishes.

Pumphousz/Windmill (1902; Photo 8)—The pumphouse isasmdl, rectangular dructure that risesfrom a rough
fieldstone foundation and isendosed by agadle roof (finished with agohet shingles). The exterior isfinished with
dgpboards a the north, south, and eet devaions, while the west devation is finished with unpainted wood
shingles Wood trim dementsindude narrow cormnerboards, flush window casings and asmple box cornice,
Windows hold older, double-hung wood sseh (2/2 and 6/6). There are three entrances to the building: one & the
north eevation holding afour-pand wood door; ancther on the west devation with adiding batten door; and a
third on the south devation, covered by asmple batten door (all doors gopeer to be higtoric fegtures). The
framework of atall metal windmill (an origina or very early feature) projects from the eest end of the pumphouss,
dthough the blades and vane are no longer in place. The windmill tower extends down through the roof to the
interior of the building where it was once connected to a pump beneeth the floor. Theinterior of the building is
finished with wide-plank woodfl ooringand narrow beeded board over the wdlsand ceiling. According to Bertha
(Towne) Crodoy (niece of Hiram Towne), the pumphouse wes originadly an el of a nearby house, and was moved

to this location (noted in property scrgpbook).

Wae tower (1907; Photo 9—The water tower islocated on ahillsde south and west of the other farm buildings.
Although it is now overgrown by the surrounding woods, it once good in open goece aop the hill. Higtoric
photographs of the structure document that it hes changed very little over time. Thiscircular Sructure rets on a
roughfiel dstonefoundation, and isendosed by aconica rooffinishedwith wood shingles The exterior is finished
with verticd daveshdd in place by a siesof metd hoops that encircle the volume. Access to the bese of the
dructure is by means of alow doorway on the south dde of the foundation (no door remains).
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Well Endosure (date unknown)—Thewell endoaure islocated in an open field ahort digance wedt of the
It conggts of alow, rectangularfiel dstonebese supporting aflat, contemporary, wooden well cover.
The date of the done endaosure isnat known but it is beieved to be laie 20* century.

Sone Wals (likely various dates) - There are anumber of historic Sonewalls scettered throughout the property
but mog are found in the immediate vicinity of the house and bamyard, framing the yard and lining portions of the
road. Thae are about ahaf dozen other locations whare smdl sectionsof historic gone walls have bem identified,
generdly in overgrown aress (sse atached Ste plan for locations).

Archaeological Decription

While no andent Native American stesae known on the Towne Farm property or in the generd area (within one
mile), itispossble that dtes are presant. Environmenta charecterigtics of the farm represant locationd criteria
(dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorable for the presance of Native dtes The Towne Fam is
located in uplands containing severd arees where well-drained, level to moderatdy doping topography is
characteridic in dose proximity to wetlands. Towne Pond abuts the wesern comer of the nominated property, ad
two unnamed tributary dreamsof Fish Brook and awetland areaare located within 1,000 feet of the property
boundary. The areaislocated in the Ipswich River drainage  Soil types in the area e sandy and formed in glacid
till. Soil types are dso extremdy sony, acharacterigtic thet mey reduce the overdl dte sengtivity for this area
Given the aove information, the Sze of the nominated property (16.9 acres), the extent of higtoric land uss, ad
known patterns of Native American settlemeant in the Ipswich River drainage, amoderde to high potentid exigts
for locating andent Native American resources on the Towne Farm property.

A high potentid exigs for locating historic archaeologica resources on the Towne Farm property. While many of
the bams and outbuildingsthat pog-datethe 1790 condruction of the existing house survive, no dructures
assodaed with the ca 1756 Dwindll farmhouse ae known. John Townes initia purchese of the Towne Fam
land in 1777 included one-hdf of the Dwindl farm land ad "one half of the buildings thereon,” implying severd
buildings presant in 1777. AsaTowne, John Towne's son, and the builder of the exigting 1790 farmhouse,
purchesed the other half of the Dwinell farm that same year. John Townelived in the Dwinell farmhouse from
1777 until the existing housewas built in 1790, and the older houseweas demolished. Additiona higtoric research,
combined with archaeodlogicd aurvey and testing, mey locate archaeologica evidence of the Dwind| farmdead
including structura evidence of the farmhouse, bams, and outbuildings. Archaeologicd evidence of occupationd-
rdated features (trash pits, privies, wells) may aso survive assodated with the Dwinel/Towne occupetion of the
farm.

Structurd evidence of bams and outbuildings may eso survive that were assodated with the Towne farmhouse
(2790). While mogt buildings assodated with the Towne farmateed after 1790 may survive, archaeological
evidence of unidentified agricultura-reated outbuildings and amid 19*-century cobbler shop may dso exid. The
cobbler shop, originally located off the northeest comer of the house, wees ether repaired and/or replaced around
1910. Theorigind foundation of the cobbler shop may have bean reused.

Archaeologica evidence of occupationd-rdated fegtures (trash pits, privies, wells) assodaed with the Towne
occupaion of the farmdead after 1790 may dso survive on the nominated property. While John Townes purchese
and occupdtion of the Dwinell farmhouse in 1777 may imply his use of occupationd-rdated fegtures originaly
assodaed with the Dwinell occupation of the farmatead, newer occupationd-rdaed features mey haved s been
usd. The potentia exigs for locating occupationd-rdated festures assodaed excdudvey with the Towne family,
and diratified occupationd-related festures assodated with the Dwindl/Towne occupationd - rdated festures from
ca 1756 ad later.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing)

A

Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack
Individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x"in all the boxes that apply)

Property is:

owed by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or grave.

a cemetery.

areconstructed building, object, or structure.
a commemorative property.

less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)

The Period of Significance (1790-1962) coversthe condtruction detes of the buildings, beginning with congtruction of the
farmhouse, and extends through thefifty-yearcut-off point. This merks the period when the property achieved the

character on which itssignificanceis bassd.

Criteria Consideratons (explanation, if necessary)

Essex, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
AGRICULTURE

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Period of Significance

1790-1962

Significant Dates

1790 - construction offarm house

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

Asa Towne
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (provide a summary paragraph that includes level of signficance and
applicable criteria)

The Towne Farm possessssintegrity of location, design, materias, workmanship, fedling, and associafion. The
property issgnificant under Nationd Regider Criterion A for its assodaionswith Boxford's agricultural history
and with the Towne family who occupied the property and farmed the land for more then 150 yeers (1777-1934).
The property isfurther significant under Criterion C for having the most extengive collection of intact historic farm
buildings in the town. The farmhouse itsdlf isawdl-presarved represantative example of late 18¢ century domedtic
architecture, reflecting the predominant congtruction practices assodated with Essex County in this period. The
Towne Fam isthe mogt complete farm complex remaining in Boxford, with its main house, atached carriage
house bam, garage, pumphouse, windmill, watertower, and gonewalls. The property isof locd significance for
purposss of the Nationd Regider listing.

Narrative Statement of Significance (provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance)

In 1777 when John Towne mede the first purchese of land that would eventudly meke up the family farm
(bdieved to be in the range of 70-110 acres), Boxford was asmdl rural community with apopulation of only
about 990 individuals. Dueto the 9ze of Boxford (25 square miles), two parishes came to be established: Eagt
Boxford Parigh, near the intersection of Georgatown Roed and Middleton Road (settled 1645 - known as Boxford
Center today), and Wes Boxford Parish (1652), located neer the intersection of Main and Waghington Strests In
the late 19th century, after esablishment of alibrary in 1873 followed by agrocery and adrygoods sore, the Eagt
Paish became the primary civic and commercid focusfor the town. The vest magjority of Boxford reddents weare
engeoad in agriculturd purauits in the late 18th century; this continued to be the cage into the early 20th century.
Thetown landscgpe wes characterized by scattered farms, and residentia congtruction tended to follow the two
principal axesin town. Main Strest (running betweaen what weas then known as Eadt Boxford and West Boxford)
and Ipswich Road (joining West Boxford to the town of [pswich). John Townes initid purchasein 1777 incduded
"one hdf of a cartain tract of land with one half of the buildings thereon” from his brother-in-law Elijah Dwinell.
Towne moved into en existing older house on the property (built 1756 according to tradition) and lived there until
1790 when his son Asa, acarpenter, condructed the existing Federd-gyle housefor his father, and the older house
was demolished. (Asa Towne purchased the other half of the former Dwinell farm in 1790, sdlling his hdf to his
father in 1808.) The 1734 locd tax va uation indicates that the amount of tillage land, pasturage, land for mowing
hay, and woodland owned by John Towneweas quitetypica of farmers in town. Hedid, however, own areativey
large amount of meadow, unimproved and unimprovable land. The number of livestock on Townes farm wes
typical of locd subsgence farmers (as reveded by anayzing the Boxford tax vauations) and induded one horse
eight cows five dhegp and goats and three swine. Little information regarding the types of crops grown on the
farm hes bean discovered. John Towneweas taxed for only sSx aares of tillage land in 1784. This modest amount of
land wes likely for growing predominanfly subsdstence crops: Similarly, Towne hed only three acres of mowing
land, suggesting he wias producing hay largdy for his own livestock. Towne dso hed an orchard sufficient enough
to produce two barrels of cider annudly (as noted in the 1784 tax vauation). It is interesting to note that, like many
New England farmers, John Towne gpparently supplemented  his income by miaking ghoes (an 1808 deed ligts him
& acordwainer), atradethat would &so be taken up by his son and grandson.

John Townedied in 1830, leaving his farm to his son Samud. It isundear exactly how much land Samud Towne
inherited from his father (John Towne hed roughly 145 acresin 1784) but it isknown thet Samud sold the farm
with "about seventy five acres' to his son Henry A. Townein 1845 (according to the deed). The desd documenting
thistransfer identifies Henry as a cordwainer, but the 1850 federd canaus indicates that he ws principaly a farmer
like his father and grandfather. (Samud Towneweas dso identified as acordwainer, in adesd from 1817,

indicating that he too was involved in shoameking.) Asnated previoudy, it was not unusud for farmersto engege
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in shoemaking as a secondary occupation, particularly in the winter months. Infact, the local tax vauations of
1861 ligt a"'shoe shop" among the buildings on Henry Towne's farm, located off the northeest comer of the house
There islittle information available regarding Samud Towne and his operations on the farm but it gopears thet
little changed in thefirst half of the 19th century. Tax vaduations for 1861 reved that Henry Towne had roughly
the same number of animdls as his grandfather had in 1784 - two horses ten cows and nine sheep.

Boxford's population grew dowly in thefirst half of the 19th century, reaching only 1,034 by 1855. It wasnot
until the 18505 when the Bogon & Maine Railroad esablished aregular route through town, thet the population
increasad more rapidly, particularly dong the principa roedsfrom Eag Boxford to West Boxford and in Boxford
Center where there was afocus of resdentid congtrucfion. Farming remained the principa occupation of resdents
dthough in the mid-19th century some economic diversification did occur in the farming industry. In 1855 hay of
various types accounted for more then 50% of the total agriculturd product vaue, while butter, com, gpples, ad
potatoes accounted for another 40%. By 1865 neerly 60% of the agricultural product vaue could be credited to
poultry and dairy products and butchered livestock. Shoe manufacturing, dthough undertaken onagamdl scaein
town dnce a leedt the late 18th century, had little impect on the local economy until the mid-1830s when about
150 resdentswere employed in shoe productionin Boxford. Thisindudry was short lived, however, and by 1865
shoamaking, and manufacturing in generd, hed al but disgppeared (only 10 resdentstota were employed in
manufacturing of ay kind in 1865).

Henry Towne purchesed additiona land adjacent to the farm, increasing the Sze of the property to 95 aares by
1886, & which time he s0ld the property to hisyoungest son Hiram N. Towne. Hiram wes thefirst in three
generdions to diverge from farming as his principal source of income. He ingeed entered the lumbering busness
and became avery successul wholesdler of lumber and wood. By 1865 the cutting of wood products hed become a
fairly sgnificant industry in Boxford. In the 1830s amatchdick factory apened within amile of Towne Farm. The
MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report notes that "lumber andfirewoodworth $19,000 were cut by 26 men in
1865. Six sawmills cut 625,000 ft. of lumber and 20 men cut 1900 cords of wood for market." Hiram wes
responsble for significantly increesing the szeof the family farm by buying up anumber of adjacent parcds of
land batween 1835 and 1928. At the time of Hiram's degth in 1932, the farm property contained nearly 220 aares
of land. In addition, Hiram purchassd numerous large tracts to support his lumber busness modly in Boxford but
din the nearby towns of North Andover, Andover, Rowley, and Middleton. Hisschedule of red etate compiled
& pat of his will ligsatota of 9105 acres of land. Hisobituary sated that he was "probably the largest land
owner in town." Although Hiram's principa focuswesin the lumber industry, he continued to maintain an active
farm; infact, he increasad the anount of livestock. In 1839 he was taxed for two horses, adozen cows, ad two
swine By 1900 he hed incressad the number of animdsto four horses 22 cows, one bull, three swine, and 30
fowl. In the early 20th century the number of fowl on Townes farm rose, while the number of cowsdedined. By
1923 the livestock ligted in the tax records included two horses, three cows, 156 fowl, and 17 godts (afew years
earlier the farm dso induded more than adozen sheep). It gopears that Hiram's brother-in-law Robert Parkhurst
(husbend of Hiram's 9gter Lucy) wes largely respongble for the poultry busnessa the farm. The 1930 federd
oguussligshim asa"poultryman.” Parkhure was o amamber of the Essex County Poultry Assodiation ad
winner of saverd top prizes in the Topsfied Fair's poultry divison in the eerly 20th century. Parkhurs and his
family lived in acottage onthe farm (2 below) from about 1911 until about 1934.

Hiram Towne was respongble for anumber of dhanges around the farm. It gppears that he may have bemn
responsble for modifying the origind bam to crestethe exigting larger bam in the late 19th century. In 1901 a
hennary wes added to the farm, followed by awindmill (1902). watertower (1907), acottage (converted from a
former horse bamn in 1911), and asmdl camp (1930). The hennery, cottage, and camp are no longer extant. The
higtoric vauations o mention severd sheds on the property & various times but none survive. The windmill and
weatertower were part of a sysem that pumped water from awell in the field south of the houseuptothe
watertower, which gts aop ahill south of the well. Water was then gravity-fed to the house To the main house,
Hiram added severd bay windows(two a the faBede and one a the eat devation, ca 1908) and asngle-sory
porch acrossthe feBade and eedt devation (ca 1905; s atached photo from 1936). The former cobbler shop off
the northeest comer of the miain house was modified around 1910 by lowering the roofline and changing the
fenedtration.
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Hiram N. Townedied in February of 1932 and hiswife Alice pessad avay shortly theresfter, in June By thenthe
number of livestock on the Towne farm had decreased significantly. In 1930 Hiram wes taxed for only two horses,
four cows and 200 fowl. Much of Hiram Towne's propearty (south of the farm) wis given to the Commonwedth of
Massechusdts as adate forest (Boxford Town Forest). Having no children of his own, the remainder of Hiram's
property (665 aores according to the 1933 tax va uafion) wes inherited by his brother-inHlaw, Robert B. Parkhurg,
and his nieces and nephews The farm complex, dong with about 218 acres of land, was sold out of the family to
John P. Hughes in 1934. Thisnot only marks the end of the Towne family assodaion with the property but it dso
gopears that the property no longer sarved es an active income-producing farm after the sde to Hughes, dthough
me usequent owners kept animds for persondl use Hughes purdhasad five additiond parcdsof land adjoining
the farm between 1935 and 1937, resulting in atota of about 276 acres

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries the population of Boxford experienced agredud decling, from 847 in 1870
to 714 in 1915. This may be attributed to younger resdents leaving town to sask employment in the booming
manufacturing centers Wel into the early 20th century, Boxford remained predominantly an agricultura town.
The number of resdentsemployed in agriculturefell from ahigh in 1885, dthough the number of locd famsiin
19065 (122) wes only three fewer than in 1865. Boxford historian Sdney Perley noted that Haverhill, Lawrence,
and Sdam fumished "ready markets for the produce’ of Boxford (Perley, p. 344). In 1905 wood and dairy
products represented the largest portion of goods produced in town, accounting for half the total agriculturd
products. (It isinteresting to note that the vaue of wood products rose sharply from $11,156 to $61,825 between
18% and 1905)) Hay, vegetables, poultry, and fruit were adso important agricultura products for locd farmers in
the early 20th century. The population of Boxford continued to dedline, as farming became lessprofitable and
resdents sought employment dsawhere, until 1925 when only 581 individuals remained. Thisdedine wes
followed by along period of geedy growth (1,177 resdentsby 1955). Thisgrowth was due in large part to
improvements in trangportafion, particularly automohbile travel, which medeit possble for individuasto live in the
bucolic sttings of rurd agrarian communities like Boxford and travel out of their home town tofind viable
employment. Although rail service in Boxford osassd in 1941, the growing popularity and affordability of the
automohile after 1920, dong with condruction of today's Route 95 in the 19505 sarved to transform Boxford from
arurd agrarian community to the residentia suburb it istoday.

John Hughes sold the former Towne Farm proparty (atota of 15 parcdsof land - roughly 250 acres) in 1939 to
Eunice L. and John Frederick VVaughan, who lived herewith their children for about seven years In 1946 the
property was s0ld to Paul S and Josgphine Knowles, who occupied the farm for about Sx years David H. and
Amdia R. Donnan purchased the 15 parcds of land that mede up the farm in two desds one from 1952 ad
another from 1953. The Donnans who named the property Ardon Farm (an dliteration of their names), sold the
farmin 1962 to William Dorman and agroup of investors that induded Richard Wills, son and sucoessor to well-
known architect Royad Barry Wills. At the time there was only one other house dong Towne Roed eedt of the
farm. A portion of the property, including the buildings and 84 acresof land, was s0ld by Dorman & dl. the same
year to Chales H. ad MarjorieE. Alcom. The Alcoms sold the farmateed property to Richard and Jzen Price in
1967. Meanwhile, Dorman and his partnersretained 106 acres on the south 9de of Towne Roed until 1971, when
they a0 s0ld to Richard and Jeen Price. The dead to the Pricesinduded an interesting stipulation that no
buildings could be condructed on the 106-acre parcd until Sgatember 20, 1992, unless they were desgned by
Royd Bary Wills Assodates, Inc. Asit turned out, devdopment did not occur on this pared; insteed, ebout 89
aores weare 0ld to the Essex County Greanbdt in 2001 and presarved as conservation land. The Prices sold the
farm, with the buildings and gpproximatdy 17 axres of land, to i-Farm LLC, the current owner, in 2009. Fans ae
currently underway to revert the property to aworking farm and restore the remaining dructures To date, the bam
and adjacent carriage house have bean entirdly restored and are now being used as the heedquiattarsfor a
haymeking operation. The watertower hes been reored and is once again functional; itwill be usedto irrigate a
nearby vegetable field. The pumphouse/windmill structure is now under repair. In the farmhouse, the support
timbers and degpersfor the chimney were ether repared or replaced. The chimney-gtack itself was a0 repaired,
and dl five firgplaces ae now funcfional again. Additiondly, the sill plate was entirdy replaced and other
dructurd dements have been repaired using locd materiads and utilizing timber-frame presarvation prectices
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Of the roughly 30 Fedard-era houses that survivein Boxford, 27 are genardly intact (or & leedt recognizeble as
Federd-period homes) and generdly maintain their architecturd integrity. What sts the Townefarm goart from
other higtoric farms in Boxford isthat it isthe mod complete farm complex remaining, with itsmain house
atached carriage house, barn, garage, pumphouse, windmill, watertower, and donewadls. While many of the
town's late 18th and early 19th century houses remain dongdde their historic bams none retains the number and
variety of ssoondary dructures that are found on the Towne Farm. The Towne Fam isd<o ane of the few Boxford
farms that retains the integrity of its dte. Of the 27 Federd-dyle housesidentified in Boxford, only 6 have lots
containing more than 15 aores of land, including the Towne Farm, which dtson aparcd of nealy 17 acres In
addition, the Towne Farm abuts saverd hundred aores of consarvation land, which was formerly part of the farm
property. Theman houseitsdf isdso one of the more intact Federd-era housssin town (both indde and out).
Many of the historic homesin Boxford have extendve additions (many of them built within the lagt 50 yeers) that
often wrgp the higtoric dructure, and other unsympathetic trestments, such as added dormers endosad porches,
and ingppropriate replacement doars and windows. By comparison, the Towne farmhouse hes only aamdl dde
addition from ca 1910 (on the foundation of aformer cobbler shop) and amodes rear kitchen addition from the
1930s In addition, the main entry remains intact and gppropriate replacament windows were ingtdled. The interior
of the main block remains remarkebly intact, particularly the front rooms and front sairhal, where the origina
layout (atypicd double-pile, centra-chimney plan) is preserved. A number offinishesremain from the origind
congruction, including wide woodfl ooring,beam cadngs doors, and door casngs Subsquat finishes from the
ealy 19t century and Victorian era ae dso evident and sarve to document changes that ooccurred over fime.

(end)

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)
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Time: A Period of about Two Hundred and Thirty Years Boxford, Mass.: published by the author, 1880.

Property deeds. Essex County Registry of Deeds, Salem. Massachusetts, various years.
Scrapbook relating to Towne Farm (in possession of current owner).
Will of Hiram N. Towne. Essax County Will Book 994/29, Probate Court, Salem, Massachusetts.

United States Census, Boxford, Massachusetts (various years).

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been X State Historic Preservation Office
requested Other State agency
previously listed in the National Register Federal agency
previously determined eligible by the National Register Local government
designated a National Historic Landmark University
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # Other
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository:

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): MHC# BOX.72

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  16.9
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage)
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UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 19 333790 4724620 3 19 333930 4724390
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

2 19 333920 4724570 4 19 333720 4724520
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property)

The nominated property occupies two contiguous town lots shown on the Boxford Assessor's Map 31 (sse atached).
Thesetwo lats are in the process of being combined into one

Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)

All of the land indluded within the boundaries was historically assodated with the Towne Farm. The origina farm acreege
(in the range of 70-110 acres) was subdivided over the years, and the existing 169 acres represant what ramans as part of
the hou=e |ot.

11. Form Prepared By

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date  June 2012

street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone 617/727-8470

City or town Boston state MA zip code 02125
e-mail christinebeard(a)verizon.net

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

¢ Maps: AUSGS map (7.50r 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch mapfor historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

¢ Continuation Sheets

¢ Additional Items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
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Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive black and white photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi
(pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: Towne Farm

City or Vicinity: Boxford

County: Essex State: MA
Photographer: Christine Beard, Tremont Preservation Services

Date Photographed: July 2009 (photos 8-10), August 2009 (photo 7), September 2009 (photos 4, 5),
October 2009 (photo 3), March 2010 (photos 1, 2, 6)

Description of Photograph(s) and number:

1 of 10. Farmhouse—view NW showing fagade (south elevation, right) and west elevation (left).
MA_Boxford(EssexCounty) Townel.tif

2 of 10. Farmhouse—view SEshowing west elevation (right) and rear elevation (north elevation, left)
MA_Boxford(EssexCounty) Towne?2.tif

3 of 10. Farmhouse—view N showing stairhall at first floor.
MA_Boxford(EssexCounty) Towne3.tif

4 of 10. Farmhouse—view E in southwest parlor at first floor.
MA_Boxford(EssexCounty) Towne4.tif

5 of 10. Farmhouse—view SW In southwest bedroom at second floor.
MA_Boxford(EssexCounty) Towne>5.tif

6 of 10. Carriage House—view NW showing east elevation (right) and south elevation (left).
MA_Boxford(EssexCounty) Towne®6.tif

7 of 10. Barn—view NE showing south elevation
MA_Boxford(EssexCounty) Towne?7.tif
8 of 10. Pump House/Windmill—view SW showing east elevation (right) and north elevation (left).

MA_Boxford(EssexCounty) Towne8.tlf

9 of 10. Water Tower—view SW showing north side
MA_Boxford(EssexCounty)_Towne9.tif

10 of 10. Garage—view SEshowing north elevation (left) and west elevation (right).
MA_Boxford(EssexCounty) TownelO.tif

Property Owner:
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Christine Barensfeld/IFarm
street & number 39 Towne Road telephone 617-803-1624
city or town Boxford state MA zZip code 01921

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this fomi to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. fo the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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Towne Farm
Name of Property

Late 19th century

Essex, MA
County and State
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Towne Farm
Name of Property

Late 19th century: carriage house and shoe shop to right of house

Essex, MA
County and State
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Towne Famn
Name of Property

Farmhouse in 1936

Essex, MA
County and State
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Towne Farm
Name of Property

Farmhouse in 1966

Essex, MA
County and State
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William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusatts Historical Commission

Jdune 6, 2012

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Regider of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

National Pak Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8 floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosad pleesefind the following nomination form:
Towne Farm, 55 Towne Road, Boxford (Essex), MA

The nomination has been voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes bean Sgned by the
Sate Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the properties were notified of pending Stete
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to commertt.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg 'J
National Regider Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

endosure

cC. Chridine Beard, consuitant
Wady Perking Boxford Higoricd Commisson
Paa Parkins, Boxford Board of SHedmen
Raobat Gore, Char, Hanning Boad
Chridine Baenddd, IFam

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.date. ma us/mhc
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