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Six structures are included in this nomination: the farm house, sunnier kitchen, 
livestock barn, tool shed, (ice house),chicken house, and smoke house. All are 
situated on their original sites except . the summer kitchen, which in 1927 
was turned 45 degrees on its site to parallel the house.

The farm is located in a bend of the Red Cedar River, surrounded by wooded 
hills. It is now part of Seminole Valley Park, a 460-acre tract owned by 
the City of Cedar Rapids. The farm acreage includes a small orchard and a 
garden planted with flowers popular with farmwives at the turn of the century.

The two-story farm house, the main structure on the farmstead, is designed 
in a straightforward, functional manner. Built ca. 1902-3, it is now painted . 
red with white trim. The four over four double shash windows are placed with 
an unconscious attempt at symmetry. The house contains two porches — the 
front has a wooden floor and stept with a small hipped roof topping two turned 
columns and decorative brackets. The side porch contains similar columns 
topped by a balcony. The second story opens onto the balcony with a dormer- 
like gable over the doorway.

The gable roof of the house is covered with composition shingles and contains 
two symmetrically placed chimneys. The grooved verge board facing the roof 
line adds a simple decoration. The peak of the roof and the dormers are 
topped by metal balls. The interior of the house is in a semi-restored 
state, with efforts to maintain its original appearance taking priority.

Of the outbuildings, the livestock barn, summer kitchen, and tool shed/ice 
house are frame structures. The tool shed, possible the oldest outbuilding, 
is of vertical shiplap construction set on a foundation of field stone. The 
summer kitchen is of horizontal tongue-and-groove. The pitch of the roof 
follows that of the house, and it is also painted red and white. It contains 
three six-over-six windows. The two-story frame barn built in 1915, is set 
on a foundation of field stone set in concrete. It is of pole construction 
and vertical batten board. It is also painted red and white.

The chicken house and smoke house were added to the farmstead in the 1920's. 
Both are of hollow tile construction.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Seminole Valley represents tHe "premechanized'' period of farming enterprise. 
It is set chronologically and technologically between the barebones subsistence 
of earliest Iowa pioneer agriculture and today's farm operations, which are 
heavily mechanized and strongly affected by national and international markets 
and the ready availability of goods and services.

'The location of the farm bears witness to the self-sufficiency of pioneer 
days. Neaby timbered hills were a source of raw materials. The river and 
fertile bottomland provided rich soil for grazing and cultivation. The smoke 
house and ice house were means by which the animal and vegetable harvests were 
preserved for later consumption.

On the other hand, a livestock barn and a chicken house reveal the farmer's 
concern for more substantial animal shelter and protection than was often 
the case in earlier times, when poultry and livestock were largely left to 
forage for themselves. With the increasing complexity of the farming enter­ 
prise, along with the growing availability of household utensils and other 
domestic goods from eastern factories, the need for expanded storage space 
resulted in the erection of a tool shed on the farm, and in the home, a wide 
variety of manufactured items contributed to better living conditions.

Clearly, Seminole Valley was a long way from the austere farming of earlier 
eras. But it retained much of the self-sufficiency of pioneer homesteads. 
Seminole Valley Farm is a valuable cultural artifact, situated on the thresh- 
hold of the twentieth century.
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