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P h o t o s 

6 : 1 1 e x t e r i o r v i e w 

3 8 : 6 q u i r k b e a d e d summer beam 

3 8 : 7 o l d e r r o o f s h o w i n g c a r p e n t e r ' s 
m a r k i n g s 

etch Map: 

REFE.RE.MCE 19 / 259-000 / 4677-780 

QUADRAUGLE H o l l i s t o n (now M e d f i e l d ) 

1:25,000 

IJAN 2 4 1990 FORM NO, 
\1 

108 

Town H o l l i s t o n Oil 
Address 77 Ashland S t r e e t 

H i s t o r i c Name I s a a c B u l l a r d House 

Use: Present 

Original 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1710 

R e s i d e n c e 

R e s i d e n c e 

Source 

Style 

V i s u a l a n a l y s i s 

F i r s t P e r i o d 

Architect Unknown 

C l a p b o a r d Exterior Wall Fabric 

Outbuildings Ga-rgge - 20th c. 

Major Alterations (with dates) W e s t e r n b a V 

a n d l e a n t o a d d e d , l a t e 1 8 t h c . ; p o r c h 
and e l l a d d e d t o r e a r ( m o d e r n - d a t e s 
u n k n o w n ) ; c h i m n e y and f r o n t i n t e r i o r 

s t a i r s r e p l a c e d , c a. 19 3 0 . 

C o n d i t i o n 

Moved No 

Good 

Date N/A 

3 acres 

S e t t i n g S e m i - r u r a l road , opposite woods, 

p r i m a r i l y . 2 0 t h c. houses - low g ran i t e r e t a i n ! 

w a l l a t f r o n t . 

Recorded by Anne G r a d y 

O r g a n i z a t i o n B o s t o n U n i v e r s i t y 

Date J u n e 1986 
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T> «̂,̂ -..+„ vi-,-^ . Isaac Bul lard Property Name: ^^^^^ 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The B u l l a r d House r e t a i n s I n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, m a t e r i a l s , 
workmanship, f e e l i n g and ass o c i a t i o n . Despite a l t e r a t i o n s to the l a t e r 
parts of the house, i t i s s t i l l s i g n i f i c a n t under C r i t e r i o n C as 
embodying the d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of l a t e F i r s t Period 
s t r u c t u r a l carpentry and i n t e r i o r planning. B u i l t a f t e r c. 1710, i t i s 
a good example of the e a r l y eighteenth century c o n t i n u a t i o n of exposed 
framing w i t h quirk-beaded framing members. I t i s unusual i n i t s 
l o n g i t u d i n a l second s t o r y summer beam, which may prove t o be r e l a t e d t o 
the Middlesex County c o n t i n u a t i o n of a t r a d i t i o n a l common/principal 
r a f t e r r o o f i n g system, (as e x i s t s here.) The house also continues the 
p a t t e r n of the n o n - i n t e g r a l l e a n t o , ( e i t h e r o r i g i n a l or added,) common 
to the previous century. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Isaac B u l l a r d House appears today as a f u l l y developed 'salt-box' 
w i t h evenly f e n e s t r a t e d clapboard facade, c e n t r a l chimney and entrance, 
two windows at each s t o r y i n both major end rooms and i r r e g u l a r 
f e n e s t r a t i o n l i g h t i n g the ends of the leanto. The o l d chimney stack 
was removed and replaced by a smaller modern one i n the 1930's, as were 
the f r o n t s t a i r s , and the chimney bay opened to e x i s t i n g rooms. A 
modern one s t o r y screened porch has been added across the rear of the 
leanto, and a modern gabled a d d i t i o n added to the NE corner. There i s 
a small n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g garage to the NW of the house. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The F i r s t Period core of t h i s house consists of the eastern rooms and 
chimney bay; the western bay and the leanto are a d d i t i o n s of the l a t e r 
18th century, and do not have a decorated frame. The frame of the 
c.1710 house i s quirk-beaded w i t h runout stops on exposed f r o n t and 
rear p l a t e s as w e l l as the summer at both f l o o r s . The exposed j o i s t s 
of the f i r s t s t o r y are 20 1/2 inches on centers, i n a room 16' deep and 
17' across. The f i r s t f l o o r chimney g i r t has a beveled chamfer w i t h 
runout stop, and a beveled chamfer on the face i n the e n t r y h a l l . I n 
the l e a n t o behind the main east room, the corner post i s gunstocked. 
This, together w i t h the evidence of a c e l l a r suggests t h i s may have 
been an o r i g i n a l narrow leanto extending from the chimney bay across 
the rear of the o r i g i n a l house. 

The most unusual aspect of the *ra»e the l°J3i^-f j^-JhS'f^JS^IoS? " " ^ ^ 
f i r s t and second s t o r y summer beams^ I n the a t t i c , ^ numerals near the 

r p L ; " ' ; a ; ^ i J s " a r a ? n ; r ; o ? n ! L r o ? ? h r c h i L e y have .een a l t e r e d . 

•1-
Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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HOLLISTON 103 

Property Name: Isaac B u l l a r d 
House 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

In the c e l l a r , the f i r s t f l o o r of the main block i s supported on large 
lo n g i t u d i n a l sleepers and is deeper than that of the western addition. 
There i s a c e l l a r under the eastern half of the leanto, with transverse 
sleepers, suggesting an early i f not o r i g i n a l date. 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

The roofing system on the west uses similar spacing i n i t s 
common-rafter system; the r a f t e r s are joined at the apex by a 
diamond-shaped ridge pole into which the shaved ends of the raf t e r s are 
pegged. This l a t e r 18th century roof also has windbraces between the 
ridge pole and r a f t e r s of the two westernmost bays. 

- 2 -

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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