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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This school building, dating from 1/722^ is °n *hs corner of 
York ana Pena Streets, set o.i a large lot with lawns and large trees. 
This brick building is l^g stories and its exterior dimensions are 
26 feet by UO feet. The front elevation (west) is laid up in Flemish 
bond and has a quarter round moulded qater table. The other three 
sides are common bond. There are three entrances, one each in the 
center of the north, south ana west elevations. On each side of tries 
center doors is a window. On the east elevation there is no door. 
There.are, however, two windows directly opposite those on the west 
elevation. The east and west windows are 12/12 sash. The north and
south windows are 9/9 sash with two 6/6 sash windows in each gable 

end on the second floor. The windows ware s huttered, only with the 
the driven pintels remaining. The gable roof has a single late 19t h 
century dormer. The present tin roofing is probably applied over 
earlier wood shingles. The tapered beaded verge board terminates at 
the boxed cornice and bed moulding.

rhe first floor is a single room aid is very much intact 
withaarly hardware ana strap hinges. The window sash are original 
and wooden coat pegs line the walls. In one corner is an enclosed 
winder stair leading to the second floor. This is an early school 
building and in audition, has no major alterations.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

EDUCATION
The Society of -riends have always taken the position 

that education was of the-Ttt^nost importance to their religion. 
Even as they initiated(there^neetings in the Burlington area, 
they began to plan for tMIr children 1 s education. Before the 
actual school building was erected on York and ^enn Streets, 
the institution of the school had begun. The first classes 
are recorded in 1705. By 1792, the Meeting had decided 
that the property they were using was not adequate for the oschool. 

"•- . • • .^
A committee was established to attend to the building of 

the school and do what was necessary to initiate such a project. 
Tradition has had it that the materials from the Hexagonal 
meeting house were used in the construction of the school. 
Minutes from the school tend to support this. "Labourers are 
employed to take down the old builoing back of the new Meeting 
House some time since purchased of the Quarterly Meeting Committee." 
(JeCou, page lj>0.) This was Ihe location of the hex^alial Meeting 
House.

A famous educator invol/ed with the school was John Griscom, 
who was appointed school master in 179k. He became a founder- of 
Haverford College as well as a prime mover in the public school 
system of Burlington, itself.

A2CHI MATURE
The building is significent architecturally. It is a good 

example of a largely unaltered building common to its time of 
constuction. There is little alteration and one can sense its 
appearance in its original state. It is an excellant example of 
construction in the last quarter of the eighteenth century.

The building remains today as one of the few basically 
untouched symbols of life in early Burlington. In its function 
as a school it contributed to the growth of the city. In its 
condition today, it stands as a reminder of the heritage of this 
area
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