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01d Tyme was settled in 1647 or 16L8 and until 1857 was known as
Lyme. The historic district runs the length of the town's mair street,
knovm as Lyme Street, and a very short distance along the 01d Boston
Post Road, a total of approximately a mile and a half. Af the southerly
end, facing the street, is a distinecuished Greek Revival'residence, the
arvin-Griffin House (see photo). Diagonallv across is the 'cCurdy
House, a fascinatins composite structure built in 175L4, where both
viashington’and Lafayette’were guests. At the northerly end where Lyme
Street divides into Sill wane and the O1ld SBoston Post Road is a modern
house in the Colonial’style. On the westerly or Sill Lane side is a
handsome modified Greek Revival house of 1858. Within this district
are 71 structures: 8 date from 1700 to 1820;,9 from 1801 to 1820;
11 from 1821 to 1850; 7 from 1851 to 1875; 15 from 1876 to 1900; 21
from 1901. Trom the 1700's through the mid-19th century, sea captains,
shipbuilders, and merchants built houses along Lyme Street, many of
which are among the finest in Connecticut as well as in 01d Zyme. Fire
and time have taken their toll but many houses still remain, and as
civic needs grew, new buildines were accommodated in a homoceneous
manner. The world War I Memorial Town Fall (1920) is next to the
historic Justin Smith House of the early 1700's (see photo). The Phoebe
Noyes Griffin Library, built in the Carnerie style of the 1890's on the
corner of Library Lane and Lyme Street, is opposite the 1790 llaxon House
(see photo). The Zlementary School, diaconally across from the Town
Hall, built in 193k of fieldstone, brick, and wood trim, blends har-
moniously with old structures.

aster builder, shivwright, architect Colonel Samuel Belcheﬂ/in
1817 designed three structures in 01d Lyme: the John Sill House; the
"41liam Noyes House, now <nown as the Florence Griswold House; and the
Fourth “leeting House, which was destroyed by fire in 1907. Its replica,
built in 1913, now the Congregational Church, stands today at the south-
erly end of the district (see photos).

Zenowned architect Alexander Jackson Davisfldesigner of Tyndhurst-
on~Hudson, a Wational Trust property, desismed the Bartlett House in
his 'country cottage' style. This house, set well back, faces Belcher's
John Sil11¥House. The second house built for William Noyes¥is the head-
cuarters for Lyme Historical Society-Florence Griswold Association and
housed at the turn of the century such famous artists as Childe Hassam,
7H41liam Metcalf, Henry V7. Ranger, and such distinguished ruests as
“oodrow .iilson and his family.

Some other buildings are the Lyme Art Association, designed by
Charles A. Platt in 1920, a few small stores dating from egrlier days,
an imposing residence of 1842 built by the Griswold family of clipper
ship fame - "no loss and all gain" - and now converted into apartments
by the land-ovming branch of the Griswold family.

oute T-9% cuts a four-lane swath throuch a vortion of Lyme Street
adjacent to 3elcher's John Sill House and only two properties away from
his Florence Griswold House. This is the major damage the area has suf-
fered,
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01d Lyme is situated at the mouth of the Connecticut River on Long
Island Sound, giving it a unicue setting with a long and varied shore-
line, many tidal marshes, and extensive open land. These very attrac-
tions threaten the tovm with incongruvous development. Within the es-
tablished historic district of 01d Lyme, the main street has retained
many agreeable characteristics now difficult to find even in historic
New Encland. Nevertheless, the pnressures for chanre in an age when
decisions are made witnout careful evaluation are increasing.

The historic district shows a remarkeble continuity frem village
life of the earliest pre-Revolutionary years to the present day. It is
a compact area of 71 structures within which architectural growth is
reflected in a wide range of historical neads.

Adjacent to the man-made setting of the district is the still un-
spoilled Lieutenant River, For two centuries a center of shipbuilding,
it ficures prominently in the history of the town. Today the river's
tidal marshes remain a haven for birds, fish, and wildlife. The 0ld
Iyme Conservation Trust, Inc., founded in 1966, is acquiring wetlands
of its marshes for their protection. Xlany of the properties in the
district extend from Lyme “treet to the river. Preservation of the
center of 01d Lyme complements the existing conservation program. This
is still an area that has staved off the irrenarable damapge that is
removing much that remains of our netural, cultural, and historicel
background. The town's long awareness ol the necessity for strong
stewardship for both the historicel and envirommental aspects of 01d
Lyme nceds strengthening. This is especially so when the destructive
forces of accelerated chance are all too arnarent.
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Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
N | Lieo20r m 72 200 - ° ' y ° ' '
o ’ ” [+ ’
NE | L1° 20 72° 19 20.l
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NAME AND‘ ;rl TLE:
irs, John Crosby Brown, President

ORGANIZATION DATE

Tyme Historical Socieby-Florence Griswold Association 9 April, 1971

STREET AND NUMBER:

Iyme Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

01d Lyme Connecticut

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
in the National Register and certify that it has been

luated ding to th iteri d du t \7L— y
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures se VLLUJ &z @,ﬂ(ﬂ/{/“\.ﬂ au

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

National [7] State [ Local w

Dat 1‘:T ]4 ﬁﬁn

ATTEST:

Name
-

ajirman - Connecticut
Title Historical Commission

Keeper of Th ational Register,

Date 28 June, 1971 Date 0T 7 wn

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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