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Town  Rehoboth
Address 40 Mapl e Lane

Historic Nane Goff Honestead

se: Present resi dence
Original resi dence
DESCR PTI O\

Dat e ca. 1750-1780
Source architectural detail
Style Georgi an
Architect unknown
Exterior wall fabric cl apboard; shingle
Qut buildings attached garge and masonry
carriage house - 19th century
Major alterations (with dates)

see text

Moved no Dat e
Approx. acreage
Setting 40 feet from road, gableend

to road, wooden environs

sheets here)



ARH TECTURA. S GNH GANCE  (Describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate i nterns of other buildings within the comunity.)

The Goff Honestead represents a rare and unusual period architectural formboth in
Rehoboth and in the region. Although the characteristic Georgian central hall plan
has been partially altered during the 19th and early 20th century modificationsj

it retains itsoriginal trabeated entrance treatment and nany interior details
including mantels and chairrails. |tsmost striking features, however, are two
triangular end chimmeys. The east stack has been covered due to chimmey fire
damage, but the west is intact. Few double chimey houses were built or have

(Continued)
HSTARCAL SGNHCANE (Explain the role owers played i nlocal or state
history and how the building relates to the devel opnent of the commnity.)
The ancestral hone of the nunerous |local Goffs who are descended from George L or
Bradford Goff was purchased by their father Asa CGoff in 1784. |t i s unclear whether

he actually built the house. The Goff famly owned the house, operatinga dairy
farm here, until ca. 1920, when i t was sold.

The Goff Homestead enbodies distinctive characteristics of Georgian period
architecture as well as illustrating an uncommon and perhaps a discrete local
variation i nchimey design, and thus nmeets criterion C of the National Register
of Historic Places individually.

B B G3AHY and/ or REFERENES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)
Snape, Sue Ellen. Mghty Liberty Mn, 1976, p. 124

Massachusetts Historical Commission. Historic and Archaeol ogi cal Resources of
Sout heast Massachusetts, Boston, 1982.
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Architectural Significance (Continued)

survived i nRehoboth. This i s one of twoknown exanples of this particular
end-chimey treatment remaining i nRehoboth, andthe only i na 2i5-story wood
frame house (see' Form #36) . Further, for their canted chimeys, both houses
are considered t obe extremely rare and perhaps unique i nMissachusetts (MH 1982).

The Goff Homestead fornmed the center of a large farnstead into the 20th century.
It islocated ona |arge peninsula jutting north into Sguannakonk Saanp. The

house was clearly built with reference toterrain andpracticality, not the road.
It faces south with itsgable endt oMple Land which was not paved full |ength
until ca. 1950and i sstill a dead end. A 19th century stone walled carriage shed

attached tothe house once opened onto the road. There are several archaeol ogical
features known t obe present: a large barn across theroad, which went down i n the
1938 hurricane; what nay be the original well islocated i nfront of the house; a
privy once behind the house and taken down ca. 1950; and | arge amounts of 19th
century ceramcs, glass, etc. have been surface collected around the house.

Staple to lnventory form at bottom
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