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UTM: 19/315360/4635000 

Recorded by Leslie C. Abernathy, I I I 

Organization T^phnhnth H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

l^ate A p r i l 1Q76; r P v i spd 1981 

Town Rehoboth 

Address 40 Maple Lane 

Histo r i c Name Goff Homestead 

Use: Present residence 

Original residence 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date ca. 1750-1780 

Source ar c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l 

Style Georgian 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric clapboard; shingle  

Outbuildings attached garge and masonry 

carriage house - 19th century 

Major alterations (with dates) 

see text 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage 

Setting 40 feet from road, gable end 

to road, wooden environs 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.) 

The Goff Homestead represents a rare and unusual period a r c h i t e c t u r a l form both i n 
Rehoboth and i n the region. Although the characteristic Georgian central h a l l plan 
has b een p a r t i a l l y altered during the 19th and early 20th century modificationsj 
i t retains i t s o r i g i n a l trabeated entrance treatment and many i n t e r i o r details 
including mantels and c h a i r r a i l s . I t s most s t r i k i n g features, however, are two 
triangular end chimneys. The east stack has been covered due to chimney f i r e 
damage, but the west i s i n t a c t . Few double chimney houses were b u i l t or have 

(Continued) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state 
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

The ancestral home of the numerous l o c a l Goffs who are descended from George L or 
Bradford Goff was purchased by t h e i r father Asa Goff i n 1784. I t i s unclear whether 
he actually b u i l t the house. The Goff family owned the house, operating a dairy 
farm here, u n t i l ca. 1920, when i t was sold. 

The Goff Homestead embodies d i s t i n c t i v e characteristics of Georgian period 
architecture as w e l l as i l l u s t r a t i n g an uncommon and perhaps a discrete l o c a l 
v a r i a t i o n i n chimney design, and thus meets c r i t e r i o n C of the National Register 
of Historic Places i n d i v i d u a l l y . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 

Snape, Sue Ellen. Mighty Liberty Men, 1976, p. 124. 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission. Historic and Archaeological Resources of 
Southeast Massachusetts, Boston, 1982. 
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Architectural Significance (Continued) 

survived i n Rehoboth. This i s one of two known examples of t h i s p a r t i c u l a r 
end-chimney treatment remaining i n Rehoboth, and the only i n a 2i5-story wood 
frame house (see' Form #36) . Further, for t h e i r canted chimneys, both houses 
are considered to be extremely rare and perhaps unique i n Massachusetts (MHC 1982). 

The Goff Homestead formed the center of a large farmstead into the 20th century. 
I t is located on a large peninsula j u t t i n g north into Squannakonk Swamp. The 
house was clearly b u i l t with reference to t e r r a i n and p r a c t i c a l i t y , not the road. 
I t faces south with i t s gable end to Maple Land which was not paved f u l l length 
u n t i l ca. 1950 and i s s t i l l a dead end. A 19th century stone walled carriage shed 
attached to the house once opened onto the road. There are several archaeological 
features known to be present: a large barn across the road, which went down i n the 
1938 hurricane; what may be the o r i g i n a l w e l l i s located i n front of the house; a 
privy once behind the house and taken down ca. 1950; and large amounts of 19th 
century ceramics, glass, etc. have been surface collected around the house. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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40 Maple Lane 
Goff Homestead (form 82) 
Town of Rshoboth Property Map 
scale 1"=200' 1978 
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