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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Security Bank Building is a three-story commercial storefront building 
built in a heavily ornamented Richardsonian Romanesque style. In massing 
it is a simple rectangular cube with a vertically-oriented rectangular 
main (northwest) facade facing the commercial West 2nd Street. This 
facade is three bays wide and three stories high. The first story has 
been remodeled over the years conforming with commercial needs, but the 
second and third stories are original. Each of these upper stories has 
three round-arched openings, and the third story openings are separated 
and flanked by round columns with Romanesque captials which rest on 
ornamented brackets. The main facade is executed in indigenous Brownstone 
and red brick.

The side (northeast) facade which is exposed is brick with brownstone 
trim and steps down slightly toward the rear as the modestly-pitched 
shed roof slopes downward. On this facade the third story windows have
straight-lintels, but the second "Story windows are boldly arched with brick 
voissoirs.
A small pediment on center and the top of the northwest facade frames a 
datestone giving the date of construction, 1889. Beneath this is a 
rectangular stone which originally would have identified the occupant, 
but which has been smoothed over.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Security Savings Rank building is the finest existing example of 
commercial architecture in Ashland designed by Allan Barst Conoyer and 
Lew Forster Porter in the Richardsonian Romanesque style.

During the 1880's and 1890's, the population of Ashland exploded as 
lumber passed through this Lake Superior port city. A hamlet of 353 in 
1880, Ashland grew to 9,956 in 1890, and then 13,074 in 1900. The city's 
commercial prosperity during this twenty-year period caused 2nd Street 
to become lined with superb structures of red brick and indigenous brown- 
stone, mostly more-or-less Richardsonian Romanesque in style. Since 
Ashland's growth ceased and has slowly ebbed to less than 10,000 in 
1970, some of these original buildings have been preserved.

The successful Madison architectural firm of Conover and Porter decided 
to take advantage of the burgeoning construction economy of Northern 
Wisconsin, and in 1887 established a branch office in Ashland. The firm 
quickly became the largest and most successful in this area of the state, 
and for a period took on local associate, Horace P. Padley of Ashland. 
The firm's northern office remained active until 1899, when the partnership 
dissolved and Conover and Porter, individually, practiced almost 
exclusively out of Madison. The Security Savings Bank represents some 
of the firm's most sensitive and successful work, for many of its designs 
were very utilitarian and did not attempt to achieve the esthetic quality 
found in this bank.

The Security Savings Bank occupied this building for little over a 
decade before it went into receivership. Thereafter it has served a 
variety of commercial occupants.
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