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The Frank J. Rademacher house is situated on a gently sloping hill in east
Crete (1970 pop. 4,444). Originally the property consisted of an entire
city block (see copy of period photograph, photo #10) which provided space
for Rademacher's "hearse barn", a building no longer extant. The house and
surrounding grounds now occupy three residential lots which still allows
an environment that does not deter from the historical integrity of the house.

The Rademacher house is a two and one half story brick structure with
1imestone foundation and stone trim. Constructed in 1894, the building ex-
emplifies a simple version of the Queen Anne style of architecture, In
keeping with the Queen Anne mode, this house has two, two story bay windows.
The west (or front) bay is a unique curvilinear shape with ornamental brick
work framing the first story windows. The house features a full, two story
frontal porch with turned balustrades. A smaller, one story porch projects
from the south side of the house allowing direct entry to the back parior.
On the third level, solid paneled balustrades extend above the cornice
line under the west and south gables. An interesting detail on the north
facade is the arched dining room window which features a small leaded glass
pane under the crown of the arch. Leaded glass transom windows adorn all
windows in the frontal bay, while colored glass windows enhance the decor of
the main stair hall (see photos #6 & 7).

The interior of the house is in near original condition. The majority
of the woodwork is of a simple classical design, with the most ornate
interior features being the main stairway bannister and paneling and the
mantles of the two parlor stoves. These coal burning stoves (see photo #8)
are in working condition. Both mantles are very similar to each other with
colored tile surrounding the firebox which has an ornate pressed metal frame
and cover.

The dining room has a built-in cupboard (see photo 9) complete with
drawers to house linen and flatware and glass-enclosed shelves for dishes.
Next to this cupboard, mounted on the wall, is an enunciator or call bell
which summoned the maid to four different areas of the house.

The first story of the house contains five rooms plus the entry hall and
the second floor features six rooms including an original bathroom and maid's
room. The attic consists of two finished rooms. There is a partial base-
ment under the house.

The house was purchased from the Rademacher estate in 1972 by the Paul
Kersenbrock family who are in the process of restoring the home.
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Frank Joseph Rademacher, (1845-1926) a German emigrant, came to America
in 1868 and settled in the then unplatted village of Crete in 1870. Rademacher
was significant in the early settlement of Saline and surrounding counties.
He was a staunch Catholic and an organizer of the St. James Parish in Crete.
He influenced many German Catholic settlers to come to this fledgling community
and in order to provide a more stable environment, he allowed the parish
“to worship in his furniture store building until a church could be built.
According to the daughter of one of Rademacher's contemporaries, Clara Muff
Algermissen, he arrived in Crete with a wagon piled with furniture for sale
in the style of an itinerant peddier. In May 1874, Rademacher married Mary
Pavlik, a Bohemian native. The Paviiks were one of many Bohemian families
who established residence in Saline Countyin the 1870's.

Frank J. Rademacher achieved phenomenal commercial success. He had
apprenticed in Germany in cabinet making, draftsmanship and architectural
drawing, and in his early career, built all of the inventory for his store
and undertaking service. He opened his furniture establishment in Crete on
July 12, 1870, one year before the town was officially platted. His business
pros?ered rapidly, with customers coming from Saline and adjoining counties.
He also provided a mail order service for settlers in western Nebraska. As
the demand for fine furniture grew (ca. 1880), Rademacher began to purchase
factory-made goods from quality companies in Omaha, Chicago and New York
and at this time, expanded to include carpets. Before 1900 Rademacher had
opened branch stores in Wilber and Friend, two other Saline County towns.

By 1912, he and his sons had established a very large furniture outlet in
York, Nebraska, a community 50 miles northwest of Crete.

As a highly respected leader of the Crete community, Rademacher served
many civic and commercial organizations in administrative capacities. He
was a director and vice president of the Crete Loan and Savings Company
from {ts inception in 1902 until his death in 1926. He served as Vice
President of the Crete Commercial Club, an organization founded in 1912 to
encourage social and commercial advancement in the town. Rademacher served
on the Crete School Board in the 1880's and, about 1886, he drew the archi-
tectural plans for the St. James Catholic School in Crete. Rademacher also
was an organizer and a director of the Protective Fire Insurance Company of
Seward, Nebraska (30 miles north of Crete). He was a charter member of the
Nebraska Funeral Directors Association organized in 1885.
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Architecturally, the F. J. Rademacher house is a significant example
of the later, simplified Queen Anne style. The house is significant as
being built during a transitional period in Nebraska architecture when the
flamboyant styles of 1880's and early 1890's were beginning to be replaced
by the more simple, classical lines which typify eastern Nebraska archi-
tecture between 1900-1920.

Rademacher hired premier Lincoln architect James Tyler (see NRHP: Burr
Block and William H. Tyler house, Lancaster County; Johnston-Muff house,
Saline County) to design his house. Tyler (1848-1919), a native of
Monmouthshire, England, studied stone cutting and stone carving in Great
Britain and before coming to America in 1870, he assisted in the remodeling
of Windsor Castle. Tyler gained prominence as an architect in southeastern
Nebraska soon after his arrival with his unique and well-executed building
designs.
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Crete Vidette newspaper, April 15, 1926; November 28, 1889.

Gregory, Annadora Loss, Pioneer Days in Crete, Nebraska, State Journal
Printing Company, Lincoln, 1937.

Interview with Clara Muff Algermissen, 92, Crete, Nebraska 1978.

Pen and Sunlight Sketches of Lincoln, Phoenix Publishing Company, Chicago,
ca. 1890.

Saline County, Nebraska land records.

Saline County Union newspaper, Crete, January 19, 1882.

1870, 1880, 1885, 1900 Saline County, Nebraska census reports, Crete Precinct.



