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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Morris House is a wood frame, double-pile, central -hall structure built in 1860. 
A kitchen addition on the rear (nq~theast) makes the house ell-shaped in plan. An ell­
shaped porch runs across the rear of the house and the kitchen wing. The roof is 
gabled with a native rock exterior end chi~ey on the northwest. The southeast chimney 
has been removed. The structure has a five-bay front with entrance articulated by 
transom and sidelights. Exterior windows are four over four (4/4) lights and have ped­
imented window molds. There is a dentiled cornice. 

Interior walls are flush boarding. 
Interior windows are pedimented. 
mantel in the parlor is stepped. 

The ceiling is plank ·with a half-round cornice mold. 
Doors are four panneled throughout the house. The 

Alterations include: removal of the southeast chimney, the front portico, interior 
board walls on the second story southeast side, replacement of the original kitchen wing, 
and central hall stair. 

At the rear of the property is a log barn which predates the house. 
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Built along the milit~ry road connecting St. Louis and the southwest, the Morris House 
is an architecturally significant structure which is tied with the early settlement of 
White County. 

Henry Morris moved to Arkansas from Puttman County, 
he married Sarah Thomas Howerton of Searcy, also in 
land surrounding the Morris House, which he farmed. 
remained with descendants of Morris. 

Virgin:ia in the lS40's. - In Arkansas 
White Count~and then purchased the 

Since its construction1 the home has 

The Morris House was built by carpenter, J. T. Ransom, for Henry Morris at a cost of 
over $200.00. In the bill of sale, which outlined work to be done in construction, 
Ransom promised to build the structure in "good and decent style." The end product was 
a frame, two-story, four -room, rectangular house that bears such Greek-Revival touches 
as a dentiled cornice and pedimented window molds on both the exterior and interior. 
Originally,a two-story portico s p anned the fac ade (west elevation), but this has since 
been removed. The entrance to the building is a single-panel flanked by lights, and 
windows along the front of the structure originate at the floor. The interior plan on 
both floors is two-room, central-hall. One chimney on the north elevation has been re­
moved and the original stairway was replaced in the 1920's. When built, the house was 
one of the finest in the area. 

Some years after the construction of the house a three-room kitchen wing was attached 
to the southeast portion of the building and a rear one-story porch was screened. Some 
Victorian j:lgs~w work is found on the porch. 

Resting approxim~tely 60 feet to the rear (east) of the house is a one-story log cabin 
which i .s said to pred~te the house. 

The old rrd.lit~ry road whi.ch runs in front of the house is still unpaved and the rural 
location of the. dwelli.ng remains isolated. One rose bush brought by the original set­
tlers from Virgini.~ survives and is located on a corner of the kitchen wing. The house 
is one of the oldest surviving1 rural structures in the area, and the current owners 
wish to insure its continued preservation. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

1 acre surrounding hou.se located in West ~ of Northeast ~ of Section 22. 
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Little Rock Arkansas 72201 
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
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The Greek Revival house has been heavily altered.ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 
The front portico and an end chimney have been removed and the kitchen wing and stair have been 
replaced . However, the surviving detail (dentiled cvrnice, pedimented interior and exterior 
window molds and four paneled doors) is of superior quality than most in the state . The house 
still evokes a sense of time and those altered or removed elements c d be restored . 
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Phone (501 ) 371 -2763 

Bradford, Arkansas 72020 NATIONAL 
Rt G,STER 

The Morris House, Bradford 
White County 

Dear Sir: , 
\. . 

' - -1'.: \ ,_l - \c.? 
The staff of the Arkansas Historic Pr~ on Program is preparing a 
National Register nomination for the above-captioned property which will 
be presented to the Arkansas State Review Committee at their September 
12 meeting. If approved, the nomination will be submitted to the National 
Register office in Washington for final consideration. 

The National Register of Historic Places is a listing of historic sites, 
buildings, objects and districts from all across the country that are 
worthy of preservation. Entry in the National Register is an honor 
which places no obligation on a private owner. · It does, however, provide 
protection through comment by the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
from federally financed, assisted or licensed projects that might affect 
a National Register property. 

On October 4, 1976, the President signed a Tax Reform Act of which 
Section 2124 refers to tax incentives for historic properties. Enclosed 
you will find an information sheet on that tax act. 

If you have any questions concerning the program or this property's 
nomination, please contact Mike Shinn of our staff. 

Enclosed are two copies of this letter. Please complete the form below, 
sign and return the original to our office. The copy is for your files. 
We would appreciate receiving any comments you might have concerning the 
nomination of this property. If we do not hear from you within 30 days 
your approval will be assumed. 

Sincerely, 

e._~~ Wo-o d2 ~Q-
Barbara Woodard, Deputy Director 
Arkansas Historic Preservation program 

I approve of the nomination of the above property to the National ;Register of 
Historic Places V Yes No 

Comments: 

ROUTE 1 SOX 189 

lmAof"6Ro: ARK.. 72.oia 
A Division of !he Deportment of Monsos Natural Cultural Her~ age :!!!'J 

An Equal Opportunity F.mpolyer. 
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STATE 

Date Entered 

Name 

Bethell, Bedford Brown, House 

( Morris House 

Memphis, Paris, & Gulf Depot 

ARKANSAS 

Location 

Des Arc 
Prairie County 

Bradford 
White County 

Mineral Springs 
Ho"t-rard County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Dale Bumpers 
Honorable Kaneaster Hodges, Jr. 
Honorable James G. Tucker, Jr. 
Honorable Ray Thornton 

/ NR Byers 12-22-78 
I l.._ _ _ _ ___ 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Ms. Anne Bartley 
Acting Director 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
Suite 500, Continental Building 
Markham and Hain Streets 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 
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