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F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number lA/AT. A k B 

if . 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. Form no. 

'iA^77 ii.99 

I 1. Town F a l l River, Mass. 

i; Address 407 Spring Street 

<* Name ^ t . Mary's Cathedral 

Present use church 

Present owner Roman Catholic Bishop of 
F a l l River 

3. Description: stone church tower & spire 
at n e comer 

Date 1852-56 - _ _ __ 

Source date stone, parish h i s to ry 

Style V ic to r i an Gothic 

Architect Pa t r ick C Keely 

Exterior wall fabric ^^^1 River grani te rock-
faced, random ashl^T":: 

Outbuildings (describe) Rectory on Second St. 

Other features so. side tower w/4-.qlded 
stone-sheathed sp i re , pointed arch windows 
w/ wood mul l ions . Entrance set i n shallow 
gabled f ron t i sp i ece , rose window i n main 

north gable. 

Altered Rectory 

Moved 

Date 1927 

Date 

5. Lot size: 68,474 sq. f t . ' 

One acre or less Over one acre x 

Approximate frontage 

Approximate distance of building f r o m street 

6. Recorded by t»at Giza 

Organization FROHP 

Date ?'13/81 

(over) ••y 
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7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use Church 

St. Mary's 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates Cathedral (1904) 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication '* 
Community development 

X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 
settlement 

Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion . 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
The oldest Catholic Church i n F a l l River, St. Mary's Cathedral i s a key T^'all River 
landmark and v i s u a l l y dominates the adjacent Corky Row Histo r i c D i s t r i c t An early 
commission of Patrick Keely, America's f i r s t major Catholic ecclesiastical architect, 
St Mary s i s a fin e example of the Gothic Revival styl e The parish house which 
completes the complex was designed i n the same style by yet another ^^irm well-known 
for i t s work for the Catholic Church, Maginnis and Walsh 

During the early 19th century there were few Catholics i n New England, and the f i r s t 
Catholics to s e t t l e i n F a l l River beginning i n 1822 had to depend on v i s i t s from 
trav e l i n g c l e r i c s because they numbered too few to form a parish I n l a t e 1834, 
Father Corry, pastor for both F a l l River and Taunton, attempted to set up a church 
organization i n F a l l River. In 1835 the sum of $659 was paid to Peter McLarrin for 
the land where the present church now stands, and a wooden chapel was b u i l t which 
opened i n 1837 and was dedicated to St. John the Baptist. During the 1840's large 
numbers of I r i s h immigrants came to F a l l River to work i n the m i l l s . The number of 
new Catholics made i t impossible to accommodate a l l the people at church services, 
and the pastor at the time. Father Murphy, saw the need for a new church. 

Work was begun on the present St. Mary's i n 1852 and completed i n 1855 except for the 
steeple, which was added i n 1858. I t was designed by Patrick C. Keely, a noted 
Brooklyn, New York architect who designed more than 500 churches i n the United States 
and Canada and whose work constitutes the primary 19th century Roman Catholic archi­
t e c t u r a l heritage. His f i r s t F a l l River commission was St. Mary's, followed by 
St. Patrick's (1881-9) and St. Joseph's (1880). According to parish t r a d i t i o n , Keely 
drew the plans f o r the church without seeing the s i t e , and the actual construction 
was accomplished p a r t l y by parishioners a f t e r work. The granite church which 
measures 126' long and 76' wide was constructed around the old chapel, which was 
used u n t i l j u s t before the cathedral was roofed and :then was dismantled, (cont'd) 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) • . > 
Atlas 1895: structure shown .f ^ 

1883• structure shown "••• -yyyy^^y^ •. y^.yy^ ..I .. 
1871* structure shown v • '* • 
1858- structure shown . * 
•"850! Old Church shown ' 

St Mary s Cathedral, A Parish History, 1976 *. '* 
(Cont'd') * " . • 



tINVBNTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSAOiUSEITS HISTORICAL (ZCJMtSSICN 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 
F a l l River,• Mass i/i/Ji/h^^ 

Property Najne:St. Mary's Cathedral 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

9. HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Cont'd) /: y y . -y "^y" yY-:•'•.'•. y 

removed and r e b u i l t on a nearby s i t e . The i n t e r i o r , which was o r i g i n a l l y drab and " 
p l a i n , has been enriched over the years with r i c h l y carved wood furnishings, a marble 
f l o o r , and stained glass windows. 

I n 1855 the name of the church was changed to St. Mary's. I n 1904 "old St. Mary's" 
became the Cathedral with the formation of the new F a l l River Diocese, the f i r s t diocese 
established by T>ope Pius X. The present granite rectory, which dates from 1927, 
replaced a large V i c t o r i a n s t i c k - s t y l e rectory dating back at least to 1871 

As the oldest Catholic Church i n F a l l River, housed i n an outstanding early Gothic 
Revival granite b u i l d i n g designed by one of America's foremost Catholic ecclesiastical 
ar c h i t e c t s , St. Mary s meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register, i n d i v i d u a l l y 

•, ' -•••: . ..J.... -. : .. . . "'.'-. »«i . ' ••• it .,. .. ,, A .''•'• •••- Ay,'' ' 

10 BIBLIOGRAPHY (cont d") ' ̂  . -r? ,y j ^ 

The Diocese of F a l l River, 1974, o 18 ' '''-'' - * 
F a l l River Herald News, Sept 20, 1976 ' • ' 

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(3-82) 

Uni ted S t a t e s D e p a r t m e n t of the Interior 
Nat ional Park Service \: 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item numtjer 

OMB No. 10Z4-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

Page j-'' 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name 
State 

Fall River Multiple Resource Area 

.̂ '. *T'̂ '̂ '"°*ion/Type of Review 
s. 

81. St. Joseph's Orphanage 

82. St. Louis Church 

Date/Signature 

SSufs^mflve Eevlew 
Keeper 

Attest 

••^^eeper 

Attest 

773 

'W3. St. Mary's Cathedral and Re^jjji^^igJTfg"^^ ^Cfe'eper 

.. _ . National Beglster 

Attest 

j'Tfeeper 

^/o>Yy^ 

84. St. Patrick's Church 

85. Stafford Mills 

86. Union Mills 

Kntered In tF» 
Hatlonal Eegieter 

Sntered In Vm 
Vatlojoal Begletex 

cyy^.^,/^y^. 
Attest 

/tteeper 

Attest 
Enterea i n vss 
National Begister /steeper 

Attest 
' Untered In the / / / y y> 

87. Valentine-French House Uational Beglater /n^^««Per A''''^'^ (:>6^AAi.c,.,i..,,^Yh^^ 

88. Wampanoag Mills 

Entered in tEa ^"^^^ 
Hatlonal Begister 

p ^ ^ p e r 

Y'.A .̂ .•-•''••'Y Attest 

/'Steeper 

,yy-^<--<i.yp^ ' 

89. Winslow, Luther Jr., House ̂ ^«rea In tKe 

. ' A , Attest 

90. Woman's Club of Fa l l River j ^ ^ j . ^ ^ ^ ^ .̂̂ ^ /iteeper 

•^^iSAae^Je^stiv. Attest 
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St. Mary's Cathedral and Rectory (Fall River MRA) 
Bristol Countv 
MASSACHUSETTS . . 

_ re•ubmlaalon 
_ nomlnat Ion by peraon 

owner 'Gbject Ion 
or local 1overnment 

CTALUATH.JN I 1n:a UftN •nee. I . . 

! 

Working Ni. ~'"""'~~-----
Fed. Reg. o•t.e: I ,; 

Date Due: ~ r3 - /f r,?7 
. Action: ~CCEPT?if~/8 ~ 

intered in tlie _ RETURN ____ _ 
llational .ReglatQr... REJECT ___ _ 

Federal Agency:-------
- appeal 
Subatantlve Review: _ umple _ request i:__ appeal _ NR decision 

Reviewer'• comment•: 

Aecom. /Criteria _______ _ 
Reviewer _________ _ 

Dlaclplln•-----------D•te.._ __________________ ~ 

_ - co•tlnuatton sheet 

·Nomination returned for: - technical corrections cited below 
- _aubatantive reaaona dlacuaud below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification ..... -0 I 11a11 

4. Owner of Property 

s. Location of Legal Description 

&. Representation In Existing Surveys 
...... ........, ................ , 

7. Description 

I n1· ---- ----_...... -·-· _ ......... _......, .. _ .... _ ...... _ ...... _ ....... _ 
_ ..., • ' f ...... -.............................. ~-.. 
_ aumm•ry paragraph 

completeness 
clarity 

-
alterations/ Integrity 
date• 
boundary ••lectlon 

,.. -



Bm S i g n i f i c a n c e 

Pmtim* A f — • < tIpilWc—oi Cttmik mm*tmmtllf kmtmmi  

â mmUlm *mim» lii lHir Af«Mt»«t 

f A '^r^ n- '-^ .... -t. ,y.- ... 
{kmm. 

summary paragraph 
comp le teness , 
c la r i t y 
appt icab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checked 
relat ing signi f icance to 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionsh ip of i n t eg r i t y 

to s ign i f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
o ther 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a i R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l P a t a 

toi'Ugi ml nomlnatad prapany . 

Ouadrangta nama 

UMT Rafarancaa 

Var»al > i im<anr d a a e r t ^ l o n mm* )ua tmcat ian 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

Tha avatuatad tignmcartca ot thla proparty wtthin ttia t u t t is: 

national autc local 

• lata HIatortc Praaarvatlon Ottiear signature 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Ques t i ons concern ing t h i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 

Signed Date Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s fo r any I tem may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t a c h e d shee t 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

•a' 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279 
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