FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Saple to left side of form
Photo number IA/AT. A k B

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

(over) eey

6. Recorded by

Form no.

TANTT 1.9

In Area no.

1. Town Fall River, Mass.

Address 407 Spring Street
Name ~t. Mary's Cathedral

Present use church

Present owner Romen Catholic Bishop of

Fall River
3. Description: stone church  tower & spire
at n e comer
Date 1852-56 -

Source date stone, parish history

Style Victorian Gothic

Architect Patrick C Keely

Exterior wall fabric ~21 River granite rock-
faced, random INT"::

Outbuildings (describe) Rectory on Second St.
Other featuresso. side tower w/4-.glded
stone-sheathed spire, pointed arch windows
w/ wood mullions. Entrance set in shallow
gabled frontispiece, rose window in main
north gable.

Altered Rectory Date 1927
Moved Date
5. Lotsize: 68,474 sq. ft. '

One acre or less Over one acre X
Approximate frontage

Approximate distance of building from street

trat Giza
Organization FRCHP

Date  ?'13/81



7. Original owner (if known) St. Mary's

10.

Original use Church

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates Cathedral (1904)

Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Educat i on Rel i gion
Architectural X Exploration/ Sci ence/

The Arts settlement i nvention
Commerce I ndustry Soci al /
Communication * Military humani tari an
Community development Political Transportation

Hi storical significance (include explanationof themes checked above)

The ol dest Catholic Church in Fall River, St. Mary's Cathedral is a keyT™all River
landmark andvisually dominates the adjacent Corky RowHistoric District An early
comm ssion of Patrick Keely, America's first major Catholic ecclesiastical architect,
St Mary sis afine exanple of the Gothic Revival style  Theparish house which
conmpl etes the conplex was designed in the sane style byyet another ™irmwell-known
for i tswork for the Catholic Church, Maginnis andWilsh

During the early 19th century there were few Catholics i n NewEngland, andthe first
Catholics tosettle inFall River beginning in 1822hadt odepend onvisits from
traveling clerics because they nunbered too fewt oformaparish |In latel834,
Father Corry, pastor for both Fall River andTaunton, attempted t oset upa church
organi zation in Fall River. In 1835the sumof $659 was paid to Peter MlLarrin for
the land where the present church nowstands, and a wooden chapel washbuilt which
opened in 1837 andwas dedicated t oSt. John the Baptist. During the 1840's |arge
nunbers of Irish imrigrants came t o Fall River towork inthe mlls. Thenunber of
new Catholics nmade i t impossible t oaccomodate al | the people at church services,
and the pastor at the time. Father Mirphy, sawthe need for a newchurch.

Wor k was begun onthe present St. Mary's in 1852 and conpleted in 1855except for the
steeple, which was added i n 1858. | t was designed by Patrick C Keely, a noted
Brooklyn, NewYork architect whodesigned nore than 500 churches in the United States
and Canada and whose work constitutes the primary 19th century Ronman Catholic archi-
tectural heritage. Hisfirst Fall River conmission was St. Mary's, followed by

St. Patrick's (1881-9) and St. Joseph's (1880). According to parish tradition, Keely
drew the plans for the church without seeing the site, andthe actual construction
was acconplished partly byparishioners after work. Thegranite church which
nmeasures 126' long and 76' wi de was constructed around the ol d chapel, which was

used until just before the cathedral was roofed and :then was di smantl ed, (cont'd)
Bi bl i ography and/ or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.) ¢ . >
Atlas 1895: structure shown f n
1883« structure shown Y\ 2 AR VAR, Ve
1871*  structure shown \% o '* .
1858- structure shown . *
+"8500 O d Church shown'
St Mary s Cathedral, A Parish History, 1976 * tx

(Cont'd") * " e



tINVBNTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community:

MASSAOUSEITS HISTORICAL (ZCIMtSSCN Fall River,» Mass i/i/Ji/hN
Office of the Secretary, Bogon
Property Najne:St. Mary's Cathedral

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued beow.
9. H STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE( Cont ' d) l: yy. -y "YU yY-relele

renoved and rebuilt on a nearby site. The interior, which was originally drab and
plain, has been enriched over theyears with richly carved wood furnishings, amarble

floor, andstained glass w ndows.

In 1855the nane of the church was changed t oSt. Mary's. | n1904"oldSt. Mary's"
becane t he Cathedral with the formation of the newFall River Diocese, the first diocese

established by T>ope Pius X The present granite rectory, which dates from 1927,
replaced a large Victorian stick-stylerectory dating back at least to 1871

As the oldest Catholic Church i nFall River, housed i nan outstanding early Gothic
Revival granite building designed by one of America's foremost Catholic ecclesiastical
architects, St. Mary s nmeets criteria A and C of the National Register, individually

o' Do . e o»kioL, " eee it N ooy A Mete eee Ay, !
10 Bl BLI GE&RAPHY (cont d) oA . -r? y joA°

The Diocese of Fall River, 1974, o 18 ' -
Fall River Herald News, Sept 20, 1976 ' '

Staple to Inventory form at bottcm



OMB No. 10Z4-0018
gl—:;sSZ)Form 10-900a Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service \:

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet ltem numtjer Page j-"
Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Narre Fall River Multiple Resource Area
State
AT AN Y o Type of Revi ew Date/Signature
S
81 St. Joseph's Or % ssufsrmilve Eeview Keeper
Attest
82. St. Louis Church sereeper 73
Attest

'W3. St. Mary's Cathedral and ReNjjjiMigdTig"™™M  ~NCleegper No>YyA
National Beglster

Attest

84. St. Patrick's Church  Kntered In th Cyy AN
Hat | onal Eegieter i Tfeeper !
Attest
_ Sntered 1 nVm
85. Stafford Mlls Vat|ojoal Begletex /tteeper
Attest
, , Enterea i n vss
86. Union Mlls National Begister /steeper
Attest
B Untered Inthe I /'y y>
87. Val entine-French House Uational Begl ater / n*««Per A"N" "(:>6"AAIC,.,i..,,"
Entered i nt Ea AUANN
. Hat | onal Begi st er . .
88. \Vénpanoag Mi|ls . pArper Yy-"<--<i.yp”
YA Ne-sleY Attest

89. Wnslow, Luther Jr., House *«rea I n tKe /[Steeper
‘A, Attest

90. Womans Club of Fall River jMj AAA AN /iteeper

AMiSAaenJe”stiv.  Attest



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES EVALUATION / REIURN ShEc !

medﬁm
Nations! Park Service

St. Mary's Cathedral and Rectory (Fall River MRA)

Bristol Countv
MASSACHUSETTS
' - Working No. .@ -/ f

Fed. Reg. Date:
- Date Due:_ %3773 — 2//7273

‘Actlon: L accEpTZels>

||lu PRI

resubmission Entered in the ___ RETURN_______
nomination by person or iocal government National Registen_ REJECT
owner ‘objection ' A Federal Agency:
sppeal '

Substantive Review: ~— sample __request ___ sppeal .__NR decision

Reviewer’s comments:
Recom./Criteris
_ Reviewer
- Discipline
Date
— 300 cOoatinuation sheet

R

NMomination returned for: ___ technical corrections cited below
- SUbstantive reasons discusssd below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification
Sntagery Gumsrehip ot Present Use
Tubfic Acquisition  Asssesitie

4. Owner of Property

8. Location of Legal Description

8. Representation in Existing Surveys

s this property boon dotermined aligiiie? Y98 ___ "o

7. Description

Sonditien Chaah ene Chesh one

peay e GiOViOreted . ineored ey X ]

— good — Puing p— —oved  Go
p— -

summary paragraph
compieteness

clarity
slterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection



Bn Significance

Pmtim* Af—e<tlpilWc—oi Cttmik mm*tmmitlif kmmmi

S mmUim *mim» liilHir Af«Mt»«t

{kmm.

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
appticable criteria

justification of areas

checked

f A"~ n- AL

relating significance to

the resource
context

relationship of integrity

to significance

justification of exception

other

9. Major Bibliographicai

10. Oeographical Pata

toi'Ugi  mlnominatad prapany .
Ouadrangta nama
UMT Rafarancaa

Var»al >iim<anr daaert“lon mm* Juatmcatian

11. Form Prepared By

References

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

Tha avatuatad tignmcartca ot thla proparty wtthin ttia tutt is:

national autc

«lata Hlatortc Praaarvatlon Ottiear signature

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this

Signed

Comments for any Item

local

nomination may be directed to

Date

may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202 272 -3504
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279

ity Ly
o' . K '|'3/\y "
L T 2
A ooy y":
1 ee eo e o
°y. yn'_ ’.y". e
YRy My'y: ii
-y
-
'.-_-y, * '.-y
y _ll_l y y : .)/"Iy




