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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is a mound with a gazebo on top of ig,within the newer city cemetery
in Fort Gaines, Clay County. The mound is circular and seems to be
relatively undisturbed. It is surrounded by graves. The cemetery is on
a high bluff overlooking the Chattahoochee River. Shells and stone chips
have been found in the area of the mound. The mound is about four feet
high and about 40 feet in diameter.

George White, in 1854, in his Historical Collections of Georgia wrote of
Foxt Gaines:

"Fort Gaines is on a high bluff of the Chattahoochee, and it is a place of
considerable business. It derxrived its name from a fort built against the
Indians, in 1816 by order of General Gaines."
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This site. has nqQt been excavated as an archaeological gite, therefore, little
is known about it. It certainly holds the potential for adding to the .
cultural history of the lower Chattahoochee River area and possibly an even
broader region,
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ADDITION TO

Fort Gaines Cemetery Site (New Park Cemetery)

Apparently development in the surrounding area has disturbed or destroyed
the village area and the mound remains as an isolated remnant. Several years
ago, Frank Schnell, archeologist for the Columbus Museum of Arts and Crafts,
tested a Confederate gun emplacement on a hill about 150 yards north of the
cemetery. The two hills are about the same elevation. In the slot trenches
dug in the Civil War site, he found early Mississippi pottery typical of that
found from Moundville, Alabama, to Fort Walton, Florida. This pottery probably
came from that general area. Locally, this type pottery was called Rood's
Phase.

Just over a mile north, there are portions of five sites of the same time
period. These sites are south of the Walter F. George Dam and several similar
sites, north of the dam, are flooded now.

A highway and a bridge have been constructed between the hills with the
gun emplacement and the cemetery.

The mound has not been excavated, so it is not possible to know how it was
used. While its contour is rounded now, this may be the result of erosion or
cultivation.
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Historic Preservation Section
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