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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Wentz House is a two story residence of the Greek Revival style 
as it was interpreted by a midwestern builder of stone mason. Its 
native yellow-brown sandstone walls were laid in random ashlar 
fashion. All openings are symmetrically placed; with a central 
doorway and windows with 6/6 lights. Each window, including the 
short basement level openings, are dressed with stone lintels and 
sills. A transom of small lights adorns the central doorway. A 
gable roof with the ridge pole parallel to the street is tin with 
four inside end chimneys and a bracketed entablature with brief 
cornice returns. Interesting exterior features are the large 
clapboard lean-to structure at the rear of the building (date of 
construction thought to be original) and the small wrought iron 
S-clamps just above the central doorway.

The interior arrangement of the building is based on the central 
hall plan with a stairway leading straight to the second floor. 
Each of the three rooms in the four present day apartments is 
finished with simple wood moulding and wood floors and plaster 
walls. It is not known at this time how extensive the remodeling 
for apartment use may have been; however, the major partitions 
separating rooms are original.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wentz House is the only extant two story native stone house of 
the original town of Iowa City. Built in 1847^fnder the supervision 
of its German immigrant ownerj/acob Wen/tz, a shoemaker, the house is 
a well-preserved example of the Greece viva! style as it penetrated 
the midwest. Both good craftsmanship and design, with symmetrical 
openings, dressed stone lintels, bracketed entablature, are manifested 
in this once prominent home now converted into apartments.

Few native stone houses are extant in Iowa City. And very few were 
constructed of two stories. This particular residence was the near 
twin of another two stone stone building close by, now destroyed. 
Still in a residential area, the remaining stone, house is not 
unthreatened, however, from encroaching commer/ftckl development.



Keyes, Margaret N., Nineteenth Century Home Architecture of Iowa City
(Iowa City, 1966), pp. 36-37.

U. S. Manuscript Census for Iowa, 1850 (microfilm, State Historical 
Society of Iowa, Iowa City).
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