
Form 10-300 
( Ju l y 1969) 

I'" 
U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E I N T E R I O R v d \ 

N A T I O N A L PARK S E R V I C E ' ) \ 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

S T A T E : 

Nor th C a r o l i n a 
C O U N T Y : 

L i n c o l n 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

SEP t L 1972.. 
I . NAME 

C O M M O N : 

Rock Springs Camp Meeting Grcoind 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

West silje of SR 1373, 0.5 miles north of in te rsec t ion wi th Highway 16 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Lincolnton v i c i n i t y (Ninth Congressional D i s t r i c t , The Hon. C. R. Jonas' 
S T A T E 

North Carolina J I . 

C O U N T Y ; 

Lincoln 
CLASSIFICATION 

109 

u 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g 

H Site • S t ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

• P u b l i c 

f y l P r i va te 

• Bo th 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

[ 1 In Process 

[ I Be ing Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

1 3 Occup ied 

I I U noccup ied 

i I P rese rva t i on work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

Q U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

P R E S E N T USE CChecJc One or More as X p p r o p f i a ( e ) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I 1 Commerc ia l 

I I Educa t i ona l 

I I En te r ta inment 

I I Government 

I I I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

I i Museum 

• Park 

m P r i v a t e R e s i d e n c e 

R e l i g i o u s 

r T I S c i e n t i f i c 

I 1 Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

n C o m m e n t s 

f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 

— O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Western North Carolina United Methodist Church c/o Bishop E. G. Hunt,Jr. 
LU S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

IIUI ^ 310 Cole Bui ld ing , 20? Hawthorne Lane 
(/> C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E ; C O D E 

Charlotte North Carolina 37 
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Lincoln County Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: 

Lincolnton 

S T A T E 

North Carolina 37 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y ; 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E l t . ^ f t ^ 

c5/ FEB 29 .972 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

^ ^ NATION,-, 
^—REGTSTT 

Federa i • State • County • L o c a l 

O 

o 

o 
H 
H-

o 

o ^ 
o 

-I 

V') 

z 
0 

t
u 
::> 

0:::: 

t-
V'I 

Form 10-300 
(Ju l y 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

f\ \ ½ /) "1 ....---ST-AT E- : ------, 

,-\ North Carolina 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMI NATION FOR M 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sec tions) 

Rock rings Camp Meeting Ground 
AN D I O R HISTORIC: 

COUNTY : 

Lincol n 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

DATE 

2. J'. 9¢!-J!O:::.::i~~\::::..••• -'-"'....;.:.'----....,__.:;:;__ __ ....:.... __ ....:........:....~ - ~ --'---...;;_-"--=~------_..;;..;__;_...;;_~~ 
STRE E T AN D NUMBER : 

West side of SR 1373 0 . miles north of inte r section wi th Hi 16 
CI TY OR TOWN : 

Lincolnton vicinit Ninth Con ressional District The Hon . c. R. 
STAT E 

... Nor th .Q?,rolina 
$, ¢LXssrF'l¢ii'lb¥( > .. .. . 

CATEGORY 
(Ch eck On e) 

D Di strict 

K] Site 

0 Build ing 

0 Structure 

0 Object 

0 Public 

oc] Pri vote 

0 Both 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquis i t i on : 

0 In Proce ss 

O Being Considered 

PRESE N T USE (C h ec k One o r M ore as A ppropriate) 

□ Agric ultural 

□ Commercia I 

□ Educational 

□ Entertainment 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

Government 

Indu strial 

Military 

Museum 

D Pork 

0 Private Residence 

0 Rel i gious 

D Scientific 

STATUS 

rn Occupied 

□ Unoccupied 

0 P reserva tion work 

in progress 

0 Transp o rtation 

0 Other (Spe c ify) 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PU BLIC 

Yes : 

□ Restr i cted 

~ Unrestricted 

□ No 

0 Comments 

z :Jf QWN!$:.R QF PR(JPERTY 

w 
w 
V'I 

OWNER'S NAME : 

Western North Carolina United Methodist Church c/o Bi shop E. G. Hunt,Jr 
STR E E T ANO NUMBER : 

310 Cole Building, 207 Hawthorne Lane 
Cl T Y OR TOWN : 

Charlotte 
=$=; -¢=9=9.mmtt Pr P~GAP·P~~tRtPrtoN 

COURTHOUSE , REGISTR Y O F DEED S , ETC 

Lincoln Count Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

C IT Y OR TOWN : S T ATE C O D E 

Lincolnton North Carolina 37 

TITL E O F SUR V E Y: 

D A TE O F SU RV E Y: 0 State D County 0 Local 
bEPOSI T ORY 

ST REE T AN D NU M B ER: 

CITY OR TOWN : STATE : COD E 

t-l 
I-'· 
~ 
0 
0 
f-' 
~ 

U1 
-i 
)> 

-i 
IT1 

n 
0 
C 
z 
-i 
< 

IT1 
z 
-i 
;o 
< 
z 
C 
~ 
a, 
IT1 
;o 

"Tl 
0 
::0 

z 
-0 
V> 

C 
V> 
m 
0 
z 
r 
-< 



7 . D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 

{Check One) 

Q E x c ^ i e n t 1 3 Good Q Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted O Ru ins CH Unexposed 

(Check One) 

• A l t e r e d E Una l te red 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved B Or i g i na l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L f l f JcnOwn^ P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Rock Springs Camp Ground, a well-known Methodist August canp meeting 
coirplex located i n a wooded p l o t near Rock Spring, consists of 288 numbered 
wooden "tents" placed i n two and a p a r t i a l t h i r d concentric square rows en
closing a large grove approximately two hundred and f i f t y fee t wide. I n the 
center of the oak-planted square i s the "arbor," a roofed shelter w i th open 
sides under which the camp meetings take place. An a l l e y breaks the squares 
at each comer and i n the center of each side. Wooden p r i v i e s , numbered to 
correspond to the tents , stand i n rows several hundred yards behind the tent^ 
The spring i s located a short distance from the grove. 

The arbor, which was constructed fo r the camp meeting of 1832, probably 
predates a l l ex i s t ing tents . The focus of camp a c t i v i t y , i t i s a rectangula: 
structure wi th a deep hip roof fea tu r ing a v e n t i l a t i o n cap at the apex.^Hani' 
hewn mortise-and-tenon roof timbers, which are exposed, res t on inner and 
outer rows of upright posts braced wi th p l a i n brackets. The roo f , o r i g i n a l l , 
covered w i t h boards, was shingled i n the mid-nineteenth century, and receiveijl 
i t s present standing-seam t i n roof i n the la te l860s. The camp b e l l i s loca
ted i n the west end of the v e n t i l a t i o n cap. Inside the arbor, at the west 
end i s a raised p la t fo rm containing a pine p u l p i t w i th pine s l a t choir seatiijig 
occupying the rear por t ion of the p la t fo rm. A large open area separates the 
p u l p i t p la t fo rm from the congregation seating which consists of three sectioiks 
of pine s l a t pews, capable of seating 1,000, divided by two side a i s les . The 
mourner's bench (also known as the seeker's bench or the "anxious seat") i s 
placed before the p u l p i t . The hard clay ground i s covered w i t h straw. 

A 

o 
I! Z 

The frame tents , each one designed to house a single f a m i l y , are numbered n 
from one to 288, and vary grea t ly i n age and condi t ion . The tents are b u i l t 
as row houses, sharing par ty w a l l s . Each tent i s a one-story frame structur^ _ 
nearly square i n p lan . The name "tents" indicates the der iva t ion of these 
structures from the e a r l i e r makeshift tents of c l o t h , pine bark, and other 
mater ia ls . /These portable tents were gradually replaced by permanent "tents 
Each tent Conforms closely to a standard form although, having been construci|;ed^ 
by an i n d i v i d u a l f a m i l y , i t exhibi ts minor va r i a t ions . 

The typ i ca l t en t has a gabled main block wi th a shed room i n the rear, 
covered by an extension of the main roof or by a separate roof . The main 
facade i s sheltered by a shed porch ei ther bracketed out from the facade or 
supported on p l a i n posts. An open lean-to porch extends from the rear of 
many tents . Flush sheathing covers the main facade of the t y p i c a l t en t , and 
the sides and rear are covered wi th weatherboards. Beneath the f r o n t eaves 
several weatherboards form v e n t i l a t i o n louvers, and the s iding beneath the 
,side eaves i s spaced loosely f o r the same reason. The main facade has a side 
gntrance w i t h a v e r t i c a l l y sheathed door, and beside the door i s a long bencl: 

eted out from the wa l l surface. The f r o n t porches of the tents form a 
j/pohta,g\ious protected promenade said to be enjoyed p a r t i c u l a r l y by young camp 
•Y^M,c*yA\ ĵŶQ evening. 

m 

(2g Good D Fair 
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(Check One) 

D Deteriorated 

D E SCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( if known) PHYS I CAL APPEARANCE 
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D Moved K] Originol Site 

Rock Springs Camp Ground, a well - known Methodist August camp meeting 
complex located in a wooded plot near Rock Spring, consists of 288 numbered 
wooden 11 tents" placed in two and a partial third concentric square rows en
closing a large grove approximately two hundred and fifty feet wide. In the 
center of the oak-planted square is the "arbor, 11 a roofed shelter with open 
sides under which the camp meetings take place. An alley breaks the square s 
at each corner and in the center of each side . Wooden privies, numbered to 
corresp ond to the tents, stand in rows several hundred yards behind the tent • 
The spring is located a short distance from the grove . 

The arbor, which was constructAd for the camp meeting of 1832, probably 
r predates all existing tents. The focus of camp activity, it is a rectangul a 

structure with a deep hip roof featuring a ventilation cap at the apex./ Han -
hewn mortise-and- tenon roof timbers, which are exposed, rest on inner and 
outer rows of upright posts braced with plain brackets. The r oof , originall V"I 

covered with boards, was shingled in the mid - nineteenth century, and receive m 
its present standing- seam tin roof in the late 1860s. The camp bell is loca m ted in the west end of the ventilation cap . Inside the arbor, at the west 

z 
end is a raised platform containing a pine pulpit with pine slat choir seati g _ 
occupying the rear portion of the platform. A large open area separates the 
pulpit platform from the congregation seating which consists of three sectio s V"I 

of pine slat pews , capable of seating 1,000 , divided by two side aisles . Th 
mourner I s bench ( also known as the seeker I s bench or the "anxious seat") is -t 
placed before the pulpit . The hard clay ground is covered with straw. 

/The frame tents, each one designed to house a single f amily, are number d~ 
from one to 288, and vary greatl y in age and condition. The tents are built -I 
as row houses, sharing party walls. Each tent is a one-story frame structur 

0 
nearly square in plan. The name "tents" indicates the derivation of these 
structures from the earlier makeshift tents of cloth, pine bark, and other 
materials. / These portable tents were gradually replaced by permanent "tents II z 
Each tent t onforms closely to a standard form although, having been construe e~ 
by an individual family, it exhibits minor variations . 

The typical t ent has a gabled main block with a shed room in the rear, 
covered by an extension of the main r oof or by a separate r oof . The main 
facade is sheltered by a shed porch either bracketed out from the facade or 
supported on plain posts . An open lean-tq porch extends from the rear of 
many tents. Flush sheathing covers the main facade of the typical tent, and 
the sides and rear are covered with weatherboards. Beneath the fr ont eaves 
several weatherboards form ventilation l ouvers, and the siding beneath the 

"'side eaves is spaced loosely for trn same reason . The main facade has a sid 
---.-=ntrance with a vertically sheathed door, and beside the door is a long benc 
\__.-'t-".~ry. eted out f rom the wall surf~ce . The f ~ont porch~s of the tents form a 

o· 9 ous protected promenade raid to be enJoyed particularly by young camp-
~ lfzo/3- the evening . 
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The crude i n t e r i o r of the t yp i ca l tent features a hard clay f l o o r coveret 
w i th straw or sawdust, unfinished wa l l s , and an open l o f t , reached by a ship ' 
ladder s t a i r which ascends i n the f r o n t l e f t corner of the main block, which 
i s a single room. A large p la t form elevated above the straw-covered d i r t 
f l o o r serves as a base f o r sleeping p a l l e t s . The s t a i r we l l i s surrounded by 
a p l a i n r a i l i n g . The]of t i s only p a r t i a l l y f l oo red , and i s protected at i t s 
outer edge by a simple r a i l i n g . An opening i n the rear wa l l of the main block, 
sometimes containing a v e r t i c a l l y sheathed door, leads to the rear shed room. 
This room, furnished w i t h b u i l t - i n benches and shelves and containing an open 
pass-through shelf i n the rear w a l l , serves as the eating area. 

Tent No. 1 t r a d i t i o n a l l y i s believed to be the oldest standing ten t . I t 
i s thought to be the sole t en t remaining from the o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g a c t i v i t y 
at Rock Springs, which occurred several years a f t e r the l o t s were l a i d out 
and sold i n I83O. The structure i s b u i l t , as were a l l of the o r i g i n a l per
manent tents , of squared saddle-notched logs . No mortar seals the i n t e r s t i c e b . 
The upper wa l l surfaces are sided. The v e r t i c a l l y sheathed door i n the f r o n t 
centra l entrance i s hung on a wooden pegged hinge. The other o r i g i n a l ten ts , 
many said to have been burned during the C i v i l War, have been replaced. 

Although the tents vary great ly i n age and condi t ion, the weathered 
pat ina of the wood complex gives i t a homogenous appearance which belies i t s 
accretive growth. No ornamentation distinguishes one tent from another, but 
the minor di f ferences exhibi ted w i t h i n the ove r -a l l standardization provide 
va r i e ty . Occasional tents are free-standing, placed w i t h the gable to the 
f r o n t . Some of the main facades are covered w i t h large f l u s h wood shingles, 
and smaller wooden shakes cover some porch and main roof s . On e i ther side 
of the centra l facade entrance of tent number Sli i s a sash window covered by 
louvered shutters . Number 69, the only painted t en t , has a concrete f l o o r . 
Two adjoining tents i n the f i r s t row, numbers 68 and 69, have gar re t - l eve l 
porches (upper ga l le r ies ) enclosed by simple, r a i l i n g s and supported by 
p l a i n posts. Number li;7 i s a gable- to- f ront structure w i t h no eave overhang. 
The wal ls of tent number 1̂ 0 are board-and-batten. 
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The crude interior of the typical tent features a hard clay floor cove re 
with straw or sawdust, unfinished walls, and an open lof t, reached by a ship ' 
ladder stair which ascends in the front le ft corner of the main block, which 
is a single room. A large platform elevated above the straw-c overed dirt 
floor serves as a base for sleeping pallets. The stair well is surrounded b 
a plain railing. The Joft is only partially floored, and is protected at its 
outer edge by a simple railing. An opening in the rear wall of the main bloc , 
sometimes containing a vertically sheathed door, leads to the rear shed room . 
This room, furnished with built-in benches and shelves and containing an ope 
pass-through shelf in the rear wall, serves as the eating area. 

Tent No . 1 traditionally is believed to be the oldest standing tent. I 
is thought to be the sole tent remaining from the original building activity 
at Rock Springs, which occurred several years after the lots were laid out 
and sold in 1830. The structure is built, as were all of the original per 
manent tents, of squared saddle-notched logs. No mortar seals the interstice • 
The upper wall surfaces are sided. The vertically sheathed door in the fron 
central entrance is hung on a wooden pegged hinge. The other original tents, 
many said to have been burned during the Civil War, have been replaced. 

Although the tents vary greatly in age and condition, the weathered 
patina of the wood complex gives it a homogenous appearance which belies its 
accretive growth. No ornamentation distinguishes one tent from another, but 
the minor differences exhibited within the over-all standardization provide 
variety. Occasional tents are free -standing, placed with the gable t o the 
front . Some of the main facades are covered with large flush wood shingles, 
and smaller wooden shakes cover some porch and main roofs. On either side 
of the central facade entrance of tent number 64 is a sash window covered by 
l ouvered shutters. Number 69, the only painted tent, has a concrete floor. 
Two adjoining tents in tm first row, numbers 68 and 69, have garret-level 
porches (upper galleries) enclosed by simple. railings and supp orted by 
plain posts. Number 147 is a gable -to- front structure with no eave overhang. 
The walls of tent number 150 are board- and-batten. 
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[ 7 ] T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The development of ind i v i d u a l camp meeting sites i s obscured withi n the 
spontaneous, simultaneous growth of the Great Revival Movement throughout 
the f r o n t i e r areas of the United States i n the early nineteenth century. 

The camp meetings f u l f i l l e d a need for fellowship i n the l i v e s of the 
se t t l e r s who i n f i l t r a t e d the f r o n t i e r areas. Western V i r g i n i a , North Garoli|na, 
and South Carolina were especially f e r t i l e breeding grounds f o r these r e l i 
gious re v i v a l s . As recorded by a contemporary observer, the behavior of the 
participants swept up by religious fervor was often quite strange. A con
temporary observer of camp meeting conduct wrote: 

To see those proud young gentlemen and young ladies dressed i n 
th e i r s i l k s , jewelry, and prunella, from top to toe take the 
jerks would often excite my r i s i b i l i t i e s . The f i r s t j e r k or 
so you would see t h e i r fine bonnets, caps and combs f l y and so 
sudden would be the jerking of the head that t h e i r long loose 
hair would crack almost as loud as a waggoner's whip. 

This Christian f r o n t i e r crusade was most actively carried by the Metho 
di s t Church, and i n 1790, Daniel Asbury, a young Methodist c i r c u i t r i d e r froija 
Fairfax County, V i r g i n i a (related by marriage to the great Methodist bishop, 
Francis Asbury), was sent to North Carolina to form the Lincoln C i r c u i t whic 
included Lincoln County and several adjoining counties. Herbert Asbury, the 
bishop's biographer, stated that i n 179U, the members of Rehoboth Congrega
t i o n i n Lincoln County, which was organized by Daniel Asbury, held a camp 
meeting i n the forest near the church which was so successful that i t con
tinued for several days, resu l t i n g i n more than three hundred converts. 
According to Mrs. Gabriel Sigmon, a campgoer and author of the "History and 
Traditions of Rock Springs Camp Ground," t h i s camp meeting moved to Robey's 
Canp Ground near Denver i n Lincoln County three years af t e r Us establishment 
Mrs. Sigmon stated that the camp meeting moved for the thxd and l a s t time i n 
1828, when the Third Quarterly Conference of the Lincoln Circu i t designated 
Rock Springs as the si t e of a permanent camp meeting. The journal of Bishop 
Asbury, who traveled continuously through North Carolina spreading the Metho 
di s t gospel during these years, provides v e r i f i c a t i o n f o r the early history 
of t h i s camp meeting, f o r the bishop mentioned a v i s i t to "Daniel Asbury's 
meeting house" i n Rehobeth i n 179U^ a v i s i t at the home of Daniel Asbury i n 
Lincoln County i n 1799, and a stop at "Robey's" i n l8l[|.. 
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The development of individual camp meeting sites is obscured within the 
spontaneous, simultane ous growth of the Great Revival Movement throughout 
the frontier areas of the United States in the early nineteenth century . 

The camp meetings fulfilled a need for fell owship in the lives of the 
settlers who infiltrated the frontier areas . Western Virginia, North Caroli a, 
and South Carolina were especially fertile breeding grounds for these reli
gious revivals. As recorded by a contemporary observer, the behavior of the 
participants swept up by religious fervor was often quite strange. A con 
temporary observer of camp meeting conduct wrote: 

To see those proud young gentlemen and young ladies dressed in 
their silks, jewelry, and prunella, from t op t o toe take the 
jerks would often excite my risibilities. The first jerk or 
so you would see their fine bonnets, caps and combs fly and so 
sudden would be the jerking of the head that their long loose 
hair would crack almost as loud as a waggoner 1 s whip. 

This 'Christian frontier crusade was most actively carried by the Metho
dist Church, and in 1790, Daniel Asbury, a young Methodist circuit rider fro 
Fairfax ·county, Virginia (related by marriage to the great Methodist bishop, 
Francis Asbury), was sent to North Carolina to form the Lincoln Circuit whic 
included Lincoln County and several adjoining counties. Herbert Asbury, the 
bishop's biographer, stated that in 1794, the members of Rehoboth Congrega
tion in Lincoln County, which was organized by Daniel Asbury, held a camp 
meeting in the forest near the church which was s o successful that it con
tinued for several days, resulting in more than three hundred converts. 
According to Mrs. Gabriel Sigmon, a campgoer and author of the 11History and 
Traditions of Rock Springs Camp Ground, 11 this camp meeting moved to Robey 1 s 
Camp Ground near Denver in Lincoln County three years after fu; establishment 
rs. Sigmon stated that the camp meeting moved for the th:ird and last time in 

1828, when the Third Quarterly Conference of the Lincoln Circuit designated 
Rock Springs as the site of a permanent camp meeting. The journal of Bishop 
Asbury, who traveled continuously through North Carolina spreading the Metho 
dist gospel during these· years, provides verification for the early history 
of this camp meeting, for the bishop mentioned a visit to 11 Daniel Asbury' s 
eeting house 11 in Rehobeth in 1794, a visit at the home of Daniel Asbury in 
i ncoln County in 1799, and a stop at 11Robey 1 s 11 in 1814. 
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1. Name of Property: Rock Spring Camp Ground, Additional Documentation 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification: As the designated authority under the National Historic 
Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this nomination meets the documentation 
standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the 
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The following is an update of the current appearance, condition, and integrity of the Rock 
Spring Camp Ground property. It is necessitated by the occurrence of three fires at the camp 
ground since its listing in the National Register in 1972. 

The fires - on October 30, 1973, January 26, 1981, and April 17, 1981 - damaged or 
destroyed numerous tents in several sections of the camp ground. None of the fires affected the 
central arbor. The attached plan of the camp ground, Fig. 1: Fires at Rock Spring Camp Ground, 
identifies the locations of the three fires. 1 The location of the 1973 fire, indicated by the number 
1 and a dashed line encompassing the burned tents, shows that that was the most destructive 
blaze, damaging or destroying ninety-five of the 258 tents (approximately thirty-seven percent), 
mostly on the north side, but somewhat on the east and west sides, too. The number 2 and a solid 
line identify the location of the January 1981 fire, which damaged or destroyed sixteen tents on 
the east side of the camp ground. The fire of April 1981 damaged or destroyed twenty-six tents, 
two of which were replacements of tents burned in the 1973 fire. The location of that fire, at the 
southwest comer of the camp ground, is shown on the map by the number 3 and a solid line. 

Although just over half of the tents were lost in the fires of 1973 and 1981, the overall 
integrity of the camp ground - in terms of its location, setting, design, workmanship, feeling, and 
association - has been retained to a relatively good degree. This level of integrity is due to the 
physical character of the tents and to the organic process of building and rebuilding the tents over 
187 years or, as the 1972 National Register nomination calls it, the "accretive growth" of the 
tents. That nomination documents well (p. 2) the physical character of the tents and their 
evolution as simple structures that replaced the cloth tents or brush shelters first used by camp 
meeting attendees. Several comments in this additional documentation nomination serve to 
reinforce and add to the points made in the original nomination. 

Following the typical pattern of house building in frontier areas, the first-built tents were 
of log construction, but they were soon replaced by frame tents, which came to predominate. 
When built, tents were meant to be permanent structures. However, because they were inhabited 
only during the annual one-week camp meeting, they were not constructed with the same care 
and finished character of year-round houses. Thus, they looked, and still look, more like shacks 
than houses. 

1 Terry Brotherton, Rock Spring Campground Vol. II 1970-2002: A Continuing History of the Campground 
Including Amusing Facts and Anecdotes. N.p.: Terry Brotherton, 2003: 726. Brotherton took a previously drawn 
plan of the camp ground (source and date unknown) and added to it dashed and solid lines indicating the locations of 
the fires, along with a map key. 
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Although some tents were built as free-standing structures, most are attached buildings 
that share common interior walls, thus providing more available space at the camp ground for the 
construction of additional tents. The tents form long rows, three deep on all but the west side of 
the central square, where there are only two rows. Because of the contiguous arrangement of 
frame tents in rows, any fires tended to burn multiple tents, and if there was a wind, the damage 
could be considerable. However, once the rubble was cleared, owners rebuilt their easily 
constructed tents in time for the next camp meeting. Currently the camp ground has 260 tents. 

Throughout the camp ground's history, tents have been built and rebuilt, whether due to 
general expansion of the housing facilities or to replace earlier tents that had deteriorated or 
burned. As the original nomination notes, when new tents are built, they conform closely to the 
standard tent form, though usually with minor variations, so that the camp ground has retained its 
historic appearance, even after the fires of 1973 and 1981. The fact that the tents at Rock Spring 
Camp Ground are unpainted contributes to the homogenous appearance of newer tents alongside 
older tents, because within several years of being built, new tents take on the same weathered 
appearance of their predecessors. Most tents now have concrete, rather straw-over-dirt, floors 
and, as was true in 1972, some have an upper-level gallery, many of which are likely additions. 

A 2016 comparison of tents built after the 1973 and 1981 fires (photos 3 and 4) with tents 
of older dates of construction (photos 1, 2, and 4) shows that the tents have some variety - as 
would be expected of structures built by different owners - while maintaining an overall 
continuity of appearance. All the tents - older and newer - shown in the photographs are 
unpainted, have side-gable roofs with some variations in height between tents, walls with slatted 
ventilation, and long runs of front porches. Photo 4 shows that upper-level galleries were present 
before and after the 1973 fire. 

Rock Spring Camp Ground is a rare historic property in North Carolina, being the oldest 
of only several surviving religious camp grounds that continue to hold annual camp meetings. 
Two of the others - Ball's Creek and Tucker's Grove - are both listed in the National Register 
and both have lost and rebuilt tents due to fires. Rock Spring Camp Ground lost a considerable 
number of tents in the fires of 1973 and 1981, but those tents were rebuilt in time for the next 
camp meeting. The combined tents - older and newer - stand in their original location in rows 
surrounding the central camp ground square with its 1832 timber-frame arbor. The setting 
remains rural and largely wooded. The design of the tents reflects the slow evolution of a 
traditional building form over more than a century. The workmanship remains that produced by 
relatively unskilled labor working quickly on habitations meant to be lived in during one week 
out of the year. Physically, the arbor and surrounding tents maintain the feeling of the historic 
religious camp meeting ground, and as an active camp ground, Rock Spring retains its camp 
meeting ground function until the present. 
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ROCK SPRINGS CAMP GROJND 

HIGHWAY rso 

Fig. 1. Fires at Rock Spring Camp Ground. (Terry Brotherton, Rock Spring Campground, 
Vol. II: 726.) 
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8. New Name Documentation 
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Lincoln County, North Carolina 

In 1972, the camp ground property was listed in the National Register under the name 
"Rock Springs Camp Meeting Ground." During the process of preparing a boundary increase 
nomination for the property in 2016, it became apparent that the camp ground has been called by 
a variety of similar names throughout its history, for example: Rock Springs Camp Meeting 
Ground, Rock Springs Campground, Rock Springs Camp Ground, Rock Spring Campmeeting, 
Rock Spring Campground, and Rock Spring Camp Ground. In common usage, the camp ground 
is currently, and probably always has been, called by slightly different names, and therefore 
clarifying the camp ground's historic name, for the record, became important. To this end, 
research to discover historic references to the camp ground name was undertaken. 

Long-time camp ground historian Terry Brotherton, who has published two expansive 
volumes of camp ground history, has asserted to camp ground trustees and other camp meeting 
attendees that the proper name is "Rock Spring" not "Rock Springs."2 According to Brotherton, 
although the camp ground has more than one spring, there is only one rock spring, where the 
water comes forth from the rocky hillside. The rock spring was the reason this site was chosen 
for the camp ground. 

Research uncovered several historic documents assigning the name of the camp ground. 
Interestingly, when Joseph M. Monday sold approximately forty-five acres on August 7, 1830, to 
Freeman Shelton, Richard Proctor, and James Bivings in trust for the Methodist Society of the 
Lincoln Circuit, neither a camp ground nor a name for a camp ground was mentioned.3 However, 
in 1830, 1831, and 1832, at least, the quarterly meeting conference of the Lincoln Circuit was 
held on a date during the first week in August at "Rock Spring Camp Ground."4 Twenty years 
later, when the camp ground incorporated on January 28, 1851, the North Carolina General 
Assembly ratified an act establishing "Rock Spring Camp Ground" and incorporating trustees for 
it.5 Again, in 1871, when the North Carolina General Assembly ratified another act incorporating 
a board of trustees for the camp ground ( apparently an amendment and expansion of the original 
1851 act) "Rock Spring Camp Ground" was the name recorded in the official document. A 
century and a quarter later, in 1996, the same name was being used officially. At that time, the 

2 Terry Brotherton's two volumes are Rock Spring Campground Vol. 1 1794-1969 (2002) and Rock Spring 
Campground Vol. 11 1970-2002: A Continuing History of the Campground Including Amusing Facts and Anecdotes 
(2003). In his writing, Brotherton combines "Rock Spring" with the one-word "Campground." Butch Ross, 
Conversations with Laura Phillips, September 2016. 
3 Lincoln County Deed Book 34: 303. 
4 Brotherton, Rock Spring Campground Vol. 1: 97, 102, 104. In his book, Brotherton includes photocopies of the 
handwritten pages from the conference minutes. 
5 Chapter CCLIX, Laws of the State of North Carolina, passed by the General Assembly at the Session of 1850- '51 
(Raleigh: Star Office -T. J. Lemay, State Printer, 1851), 629. 
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trustees of "Rock Spring Camp Ground" were the grantor in a deed conveying a small 
portion of the property to the East Lincoln Water and Sewer District. 6 These historic documents 
demonstrate the retention of the name "Rock Spring Camp Ground" for more than one-and-a
half centuries and therein justify changing the historic name of the property in the National 
Register to "Rock Spring Camp Ground." 
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____ . Rock Spring Campground Vol. II 1970-2002: A Continuing History of the 
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Name/title: Laura A. W. Phillips, Architectural Historian 
Organization: NIA Date: November 21, 2016 
Street & number: 59 Park Boulevard Telephone: 336/727-1968 
City or town: Winston-Salem State: NC Zip: 27127 

6 Chapter LXXXVII, Private Laws of the State of North Carolina, passed by the General Assembly at Its Session 
1870- '71 (Raleigh; James H. Moore, State Printer and Binder, 1871), 152; and Lincoln County Deed Book 929: 844. 
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Photographs 

The following information applies to all nomination photographs. 

1) Rock Spring Camp Ground (Additional Documentation) 
2) Denton, Lincoln County, North Carolina 
3) Laura A. W. Phillips 
4) October 20, 2016 
5) CD:NCHPO, Raleigh, NC 
6-7) 1: Tents pre-dating fires of 1973 and 1981. Rear of second row of tents on south side 

of arbor, ascending from #90, view to east. 
2: Tents pre-dating fires of 1973 and 1981. Front of second row of tents on south side 

of arbor, ascending from #92, view to southeast. 
3: Front of first row of tents on east side of arbor, ascending from #23, view to 

northeast. Tents #23 and #24 built after fire of 1/1981; remainder of row built 
after fire of 10/1973. 

4: Front of second row of tents on east side of arbor, ascending from # 116, view to 
northeast. Tents #116-#119 built after fire of 10/1973; tents #120 to end of 
row predate fire of 10/1973. 











National Register of Historic Places 
Memo to File 
 

Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 
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North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources 
State Historic Preservation Office 

Governor Roy Cooper 
Secretary Suzi Hamilton 

February 20, 2017 

Ms. Stephanie Toothman, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1201 Eye Street, NW (2208) Eighth Floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Ramona M. Bartos, Administrator 

Re: Rock Spring Camp Ground Additional Documentation and 

Office of Archives and History 
Deputy Secretary Kevin Cherry 

Rock Spring Camp Ground, Boundary Increase-Lincoln County, North Carolina 

Dear Ms. Toothman: 

Enclosed please find the Rock Spring Camp Ground Additional Documentation and the Rock Spring Camp 
Ground Boundary Increase National Register nominations for your approval. As regards the additional 
documentation form, we are requesting that the historic name given the property in the original nomination, 
Rock Springs Camp Meeting Ground, become the "Other name" in the NRIS database. 

We trust you will find the nominations to be in order. If you have any questions please call Claudia Brown, 
Survey and National Register Branch head, 919-807-6573. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Kevin Cherry, Ph.D. 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

KC/avs 

Enclosure 

Location: 109 East Jones Street, Raleigh NC 27601 Mailing Address: 4617 Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 27699-4617 Telephone/Fax: (919) 807-6570/807-6599 
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Requested Action: lAd~itional Documentation 

Property Name: I Rock Spring Camp Ground 

Multiple Name: 

State & County: jNORTH C AROLINA, Linc_o_ln __ 

Date Received: 
3/3/2017 

Date of Pending List: Date of 16th Day: Date of 45th Day: Date of Weekly List: 
4/17/2017 

Reference number: 1AD1 OOQOQil;J,l;l., 

Nominator: jstate 

Reason For Review: 

X Accept Return __ Reject 4/17/2017 Date 

Abstract/Summary I Changes name of property and provides updated information from the 1972 listing, including 
Comments: information about three fires that occurred subsequent to listing. 

Recommendation/ 
1
Accept Name Change and Additional Doc~ment~tion 

Criteria 

Reviewer Jim Gabbert Discipline Historian ------------
Telephone (202)354-2275 Date 

DOCUMENTATION: see attached comments : No see attached SLR : No 

If a nomination is returned to the nomination authority, the nomination is no longer under consideration by the 
National Park Service. 
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