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PHOTOGRAPHS: 

43:04 Front and l e f t facades 

I 

Town NEI.T.URY 

Address 7 Parker Road 

42:28 Original large l i n t e l s t i l l i n place behind H i s t o r i c Name James Noyes House 
second-period chimney wall of f i r s t - f l o o r 
l e f t room 

Use: Present residence 42:32 Detail of unique chamfering and stop on 
summer t i e beam i n l e f t chamber 

/^-nn n • 1 . c ^ . . Original residence 
43.JJ Original rear slope of roof as seen m a t t i c 

of e l l displaying original shingles s t i l l DESCRIPTION 
i n place 

42:36 Left-end view of a t t i c showing p r i n c i p l e 
rafters and common purlins and c o l l a r 
beams; roof has p i t c h of 50 degrees 

Date c. 1650 (?) - 1699 

Source visual analysis 

Style F i r s t Period 

Sketch Hap A r c h i t e c t unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboards 

Outbuildings non-contributing smnll shed 

late 19th c. barn/shed with brick foundatior 

Major Alterations (with dates) eii added i 
late 18th C. or early 19th C.; e l l extended 
in 1970s 

Condition good 

Hoved no Date n/a 

Acreace D acres 

Setting r u r a l suburban - near town 

green - late 19th c. residential surrounds 

landscaped property with meadow behind ' 

Recorded by James Z. Kvpri 
anos 

CUrllRANGLi Newburvport East 

• 1:25.000 

Organization Boston University 

Date March 19=?6 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

The Noyes House has i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , d e s i g n , m a t e r i a l s , 
workmanship, and a s s o c i a t i o n . I n i t s d e c o r a t e d F i r s t P e riod frame and 
e x t r e m e l y e a r l y type of r o o f f r a m i n g , i t embodies d i s t i n c t i v e 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of F i r s t P e r i o d a r c h i t e c t u r e which meet C r i t e r i o n C. 
L a t e r s i g n i f i c a n t changes hide i m p o r t a n t s t r u c t u r a l i n f o r m a t i o n which 
might help date the house more c l o s e l y , and t h e r e f o r e meets C r i t e r i o n 
D. 

The C o f f i n House r o o f , t o which the Noyes r o o f f r a m i n g i s d i r e c t l y 
r e l a t e d , Cummings has suggested as among the e a r l i e s t p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r 
r o o f s adapted t o New England r o o f b o a r d i n g by the t r e n c h i n g of p u r l i n s 
to support v e r t i c a l boards. He suggests a p o s s i b l e W i l t s h i r e , or West 
Country o r i g i n f o r t h i s American f r a m i n g method i n the E n g l i s h 
p r o t o t y p e of c r u c k r o o f f r a m i n g members. The q u a l i t y of f i n i s h of the 
Noyes r o o f , w i t h s m a l l chamfers on i t s members l i k e t h a t of the C o f f i n 
House, i s h i g h l y unusual and an i m p o r t a n t s u r v i v a l of seventeenth' 
c e n t u r y c r a f t s m a n s h i p . 

The f i l l e d chamfer and s t o p on the one exposed t i e beam i s a unique 
example of t h i s type w i t h i n t h i s t h e m a t i c survey. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The l a r g e , cent 
was o r i g i n a l l y 
s e venteenth cen 
angles t o the s 
the west end. 
was added t o t h 
the e a r l y 20th 
f i r s t e l l , cove 
porch has been 
f o r a s i d e door 
i n t r o d u c t i o n of 
Dormers i n the 
a f t e r 1924 , abo 

r a l chimney, l o 
one room deep. 
t u r y d a t e " was 
outhwest corner 
At a l a t e r date 
e gable w a i l of 
c e n t u r y a room 
red by a s i m p l e 
added t o t h e ga 

Across the 1 
modern m u i t i p a 

n o r t h and s o ^ t h 
ut the t i m e the 

bby e n t r a n c e , double c e l l , 5-bay house 
To t h i s core of "undetermined 

added about 1800 a two s t o r y e l l at r i g h t 
A b r i c k chimney s t a c k i s l o c a t e d at 

a lower e l i of one and o n e - h a l f s t o r i e s 
the e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y e l l . I n 

was added behind the main house and the 
shed r o o f . To the s o u t h , a s m a l l gabled 

ble end and one of i t s windows enla r g e d 
ength of the 1800 e l i an arbor hides the 
ned windows between e a r l i e r f e n e s t r a t i o n , 
slopes of the 1800 e l l r o o f were added 
c e n t r a l chimney was p a r t l y r e b u i l t . 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

Cummings g i v e s t h i s house an undetermined, but c l e a r l y seventeenth 
c e n t u r y , date based on the c o m b i n a t i o n of c o n f l i c t i n g t y p o l o g i c a l 
evidence. The chamfered r o o f frame i s m i d - s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y i n 
c h a r a c t e r and d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d t o t h a t of the nearby C o f f i n House i n 
Newbury ( c . l 6 5 4 ) . The Noyes r o o f i s of oak i n a p r i n c i p a l and p u r l i n 
system w i t h t h r e e p u r l i n s and r i d g e p u r l i n ; t he p u r l i n s are trenched 
i n t o the r a f t e r s . The p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r s are j o i n e d by c o l l a r beams 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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mo r t i s ed 
e l l , are 
was made, 

i n t o t he r a f t e r s Also i n the a t t i c 
e a r l y s h i n g l e s which covered the rear 

seen from the c, 
w a l l b e f o r e the 

1800 
a d d i t i o n 

While most of the house frame i s covered by l a t e r b o x i n g , the second 
f l o o r south chamber oak t i e beam i s exposed beneath the p l a s t e r 
c e i l i n g . I t i s 12" wide w i t h a q u a r t e r - r o u n d chamfer w i t h f i l l e t 
t e r m i n a t i n g i n a 3" lamb's tongue s t o p . Cummings measured the j o i s t 
s pacing and determined t h a t they suggest a date l a t e r i n the 
seventeenth c e n t u r y . I n the f r o n t h a l l , the oak chimney g i r t i s 
exposed to i t s 13" h e i g h t . Large oak l i n t e l s can be seen i n the 
c l o s e t s next t o the f i r e p l a c e s on the ground f l o o r , a l t h o u g h the 
chimney i s s a i d t o have been r e b u i l t i n the 1920s above the b r i c k 
arched f o u n d a t i o n . 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

The n o r t h and s o u t h f i r s t f l o o r rooms were c o m p l e t e l y remodeled i n the 
l a t e e i g h t e e n t h or e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , perhaps when the r e a r e l l 
was added t o the house. The rooms have good F e d e r a l t r i m , f i r e p l a c e 
surrounds and d o o r s . S u r v i v i n g s h i n g l e s i n the a t t i c may also be 18th 
c e n t u r y . 

REFERENCES 

C o f f i n , Joshua, A Sketch of the H i s t o r y of Newbury ( B o s t o n : 1845), 
pp.37, 375. 

C u r r i e r , John J., Quid Newbury: H i s t o r i c a l and B i o g r a p h i c a l Sketches 
( B o s t o n : D a m r e l l and Upham, 1896 ) pp. 1 65-167 . 

Cummings, Abbott L., Framed Houses of Massachusetts Bay, pp.97-99. 

Cummings, Abb o t t L., "Massachusetts and I t s F i r s t P e r i o d Houses", 
p.165 . 

Hale, M.S., "Two M i n i s t e r s of Old Newbury and T h e i r Home", pp.1-8. 
T y p e s c r i p t of e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y changes made by e a r l i e r owners, 
copy w i t h Newbury H i s t o r i c a l Commission. 
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