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1. Name

historic St. Patxick's Church

and or common sare

2. Location

street & number « 284 Suffolk StSfCeto

city, town Lowell N/A  vicinity of
state county
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status
district A public X occupied
—  building(s) private unoccupied
structure both work in progress
site Public Acquisition Accessible
object in process X yes: restricted

yes: unrestricted
no

being considered

4. Owner of Property

name Archdiocese of Boston

street & number 212 CoJiinonwealttL Avenue

aty, town Brighton vicinity of

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Registry of Deeds

street & number 360 Gorham Street

city, town Lowell

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

For NPS use only

received QEC
date entered

6 194
JAN 3 195

N/A not for publication

Middlesex code 017

Present Use

agriculture museum
commercial park
educational private residence
entertainment X religious
government scientific
industrial transportation
military other:

date M assachusetts

Middlesex Comty Courthouse

state MBSSachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historical Assets of the Canaonwedth #282 and

Lowell Cultural P*eSourceS has this property been determined eligible? yes X ho
Inventory
date 1980 federal x state county local

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical

city, town Boston

Ccranission

state Massachusetts



7. DeSCI‘Ip'[IOn St. Patrick's Church. Lowell. Massachusetts

Condition Check one Check one
X excellent deteriorated unaltered _ X original site
good-, ruins altered moved date
fair ~ unexposed

N1904: interior rebuilt following fire)
Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

St. Patrick's Church is located on Suffolk Street in the part of central Lowell traditionally
knowmn as '"The Acre." Sited on a level lot of 8,140 square feet, the church, which faces
east, is surrounded on three sides by residential buildings. The Western Canal (\R 1976:
Locks and Canals Historic District) flows past the Church's east side, and across the canal,
on Lewis Street, stands the Greek Orthodox Holy Trinity Church (NR 1977).

Construction of St. Patrick's Church began in 1853 and was not completed until 1874. A major
fire struck the building on January 11, 1904, and although it destroyed much of the church's
interior, the exterior remained intact. The building retained its 1853-1874 Gothic Revival
exterior, but the interior was reconstructed with early 20th century materials, /-v-

The church was rededicated on November 18, 1906. ... , .

Stylistically, the church is derived from 13th century English Gothic ecclesiastical
precedents. Its plan is essentially a cruciform, with symmetrical transepts projecting from
the rectangular nave. It is five bays wide on its main elevation. A 160-foot-tall steeple
located at the east end dominates the building. Construction is of coursed rubble masonry
with ashlar granite trim.

The church's main entrance is at the base of the steeple, which rises four stories to a
broached spire. The steeple is flanked by symmetrical, two-story hipped roof projections
containing secondary entrances and, on the second story, a bank of three

lancet-arched windows. The corners of both the steeple and the main block are embellished
with buttresses and quoins.

The steeple base was constructed in four stages: the first contains an entrance in the base
surmounted by by a lancet arch with tracery; the second includes a tripartite lancet window
with trefoil-shaped Gothic tracery; the third holds a single narrow lancet window; and the
fourth, the belfry, contains a pair of lancets. The spire is ornamented by eight lancet
dormers with crockets and cruciform finials. It is further ornamented by a narrow band of
guatrefoils near the top of the steeple and by a three-part finial surmounted by a cross.

The nave consists of two-story side aisles with a three-story main block containing a
clerestory. Access to the nave is through the steeple's main entrance, and flanking that
entrance, through similar secondary entrances heading the side aisles. The nave's
approximate dimensions are 270 feet in length, 100 feet in width through the transept, and 70
feet from floor to ceiling. It seats slightly more than 1,200 persons.

To the north and south, 2 1/2-story transepts project from the nave. Both wings are
punctuated on the end walls by a large pointed-arch window with elaborate Gothic-style
tracery. On the southern side, under the transept gable, the vestry projects slightly. It
is a small rectangular extension similar in style and detail to the rest of the building and
was added in 1906. Balancing the vestry is a granite blind arch.
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The west, rear elevation has a projecting single-bay center gable flanked by two bays on
either side. The center gable contains a single large Gothic window with ornate tracery,
while flanking bays, divided by buttresses, contain both Gothic and blind windows.

The interior of the church remains as it was at the time of the 1906 reconstruction. Marble
columns separate the nave from the side aisles. The ceilings of both the nave and the aisles
have eight-part rib vaulting with floral-patterned bosses. Three altars adorned with statues
and sculptural reliefs and a series of religious frescoes enrich the interior.

Archaeologically, the property has some potential for prehistoric sites, given its
proximity to Pawtucket Falls. Two prehistoric sites (19-MD-47; 19-MD-53) have

been recorded within one half mile of the property. In terms of historic archaeological
potential, the following might be expected: builder's trenches and related construction
features, evidence of earlier sites or structures (especially the original wood

framed church), refuse scatter, and possibly privies or trash pits related to the
surrounding residential neighborhood or the early decades of the church.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 8,1A0 sqiiarp fpp»
Quadrangle name AMAAN]. Quadrangle scale 1:25,000
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Verbal boundary description and justification
(See Attrached Boundary Map)

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state N/A code county code
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

namefite Betsty Friedberg, Preservation Planner (MHO with Badb Wable, Lowell National
Mamanance™" A N IAAASAAN °of | owell, (1978XDivision of TeclTnicarTreservation &

oganztion AN Towel National Historical Park A 10/84
street & number gQ Boylston Street telephone 727-8470
city or town Boston date  Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:
AN N £ S WS>
national state X local

As the designated State IHistoric Preservation Officer for the National IHistoric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), t hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature VAHJLJUAJL/ A ' HCj2A/VN\.Q5<A
State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical ConTd ssion dete AN [Ngf-

For NPS use only
i hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

Nyl f, I Enterail 11 vEav
n TRIR! ' "\.<LA Hatlonal Beglﬁal' date
eeper of the National Raster

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1983 0 - 419-311
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Lowell's successive waves of immigrant groups. Visible from St. Patrick's across the Western
Canal is the Greek Orthodox Holy Trinity Church, erected in 1908 (NR 1977).

St. Patrick's was struck by a major fire on January 11, 1904, that gutted most of the
church's interior but did little damage to the building's exterior. Within three years,
however, the interior had been reconstructed, and the church was rededicated on November 18,
1906. Archbishop O'Connell, a Lowell native who later became archbishop of Boston, presided.

Since its construction, St. Patrick's has continued to serve the residents of The Acre. The
area remains the neighborhood most closely associated with Lowell's immigrants, and has been
home successively to Irish, Greek, and today, Hispanic residents. The U.S. Congress
recognized the national significance of Lowell's immigration history in 1978 (PL 95-290).
St. Patrick's was identified as eligible for the National Register in 1980 as part of

Lowell's Cultural Resources Inventory, a massive planning study prepared by Shepley Bulfinch
Richardson and Abbott.

Expected archaeological resources may contribute to the significance of the property
by helping to document: construction techniques and subsequent modifications;
relationship between church and community (are there distinctive archaeological
deposits associated with churches? How did sacred and secular activities overlap

in a high density urban setting?); and social organization, especially changes

in patterns of ethnicity and social status.
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Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Ayvublic Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * ves * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent O deteriorated unaltered e origind dte
CH good mi ruins altered moved date.
« fair CH unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

O summary paragraph
d|l completeness

clarity
» alterations/integrity
* dates

* boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

CH completeness

o clarity

O applicable criteria

CZ justification of areas checked

im relating significance to the resource

0 context

» relationship of integrity to significance
CH justification of exception

» other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verljal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CH Maps
* Photographs
* Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet





















