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(Type all entries —complete applicable sections)
1. NAME
C OMMON:
Grace Episcopal Church
AND/OR HISTORIC;
2 LCCATI ON Congressional District 7
STREET ANDNUMBER:
160 High Street
CITY OR TOWN:
Medford
STATE CODE COUNTY: \
Massachusetts 02b Middl esex
3. CLASSfFICATtON
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE
(Check  One) TO THE PUBLIC
+  District |X| Building *+  Public Public Acquisition; 13 Occupied Yes:
. Site e Structure H Private I | In Process I i Unoccupied 55 Restricted
+  Object * Both I I Being Considered I I Preservation work ®  Unrestricted
in progress * No
PRESENT USE  (Check One or More as Appropriate)
i 1 Agricultural I | Government . Pork il Tronsportation | 1 Comments
1 1 Commercial 1 1 Industrial | | Private Residence o  QOther (Specify)
I | Educational [ I Military 0 Religious
I 1 Entertainment I I Museum 1 | Scientific
14. OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:
. S
Wardens andVestry of Grace Episcopal Church m
STREET AND NUMBER: [fl
160 High Street
CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
M edford Massachusetts 025
5. LOCATtON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: "S‘
M ddl esex County Registry of Deeds, Southern District &
STREET AND NUMBER: ‘(b
(n
CITY OR TOWN:
Cambridge Massachusetts 025
6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 7
TITLE OF SURVEY: S
L]
Statewi de Plan for Historic Preservation
DATE OF SURVEY: 1'-j70 . Federal State Q County Q Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
Massachusetts Historical Conmission
STREET AND NUMBER:
Archives Museum, State House
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE
Massachusetts 025

Boston

adNgo

ATNO 3 O



{7. DfSCRIPTION

(Check One)
Excellent S Good . Fair 1 1 Deteriorated . Ruins I I Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
Altered . Unaltered n  Moved Origir.al Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (// known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

G ace Episcopal Church, designed i n1867, was one of HH Richardson's
earliest works. The church i slocated at 160 Hi ghl and Street i nVWest Med-
ford. O all Richardson's churches, Gace Episcopal has t he simlest plan.
It consists of a nave, a | owpol ygonal chancel and a tall bell tower. The
east-west nave i scovered by a steeply pitched ridge roof. The gray slate
covering i tis broken by three horizontal bands of redslate running the full
length of theroof.

In describing Richardson's choice of materials. Professor Henry Russel |
Hitchcock comments:

The nost characteristic thing i sthewalling of glacial boul-
ders, suggested by Ms. Brooks, one of t hedonors, who had used them
for her barn. But Richardson would hardly have accepted t he sug-
gestion and profited fromit had he not had a personal tastef or
for thestrong, thesinple and t herough. \ The trim i sof quarry--
surfaced cut granite, heavy and nmassive enough t opreservethe
scale of theboul de® walls and toframe solidly their rather
shapel ess patterns, i

The west facade of therectangularnave i sthesimplest i nfenestration
and detail- The motif of thegothic arch over thecenter door here i s re-
peated i nthelarger gothic arch that frames therose window set i nt hegable.
This larger arch i s made of cut granite setinto thewall of glacial boul ders
around therose window. A granite string course which crosses thefacade at
at eave level conpletes theframe below t hew ndow. Another string course
continues around theentire building formng thesill under all the first
storey windows. Buttresses up totheeaves appear on each corner of thewest
facade and at regular intervals along thenorth and south facades of thenave,

creating four bays on each side. Three bays on each facade contain gothic widoEs

framed i ncut granite. 1 thenorth side, thesecond bay fromthewest i sth]
location of thegothic entrance porch that serves as themain entrance to the
church. Opposite this bay, on thesouth facade, i sa simlar doorway but
additions tothechurch have obscured its original exterior appearance.

The polygonal chancel at t heeast end of thenave i snot quite as wde
as thenave wall towhich i ti sattached. |t ssides are separated by
buttresses reaching t ot heeaves. The |owstring course nentioned previously
runs across each side of thepolygon. A pair of small gothic w ndows has beeiji
placed at t hetopof each of these sides. The whole chancel os cpvered by
a high, pitched roof.

NThe bell towere, which i sattached t ot heeastern-most portion of the
nbrthernfacade of thenave, i sthenmost promnent feature of thechurch. A
pair of gothic windows i slocated on thefirst floor of each of thethreeex-
posed sides of thetower.\ They aresituated between thecorner buttresses
of thetower and, like theother first storey w ndows, rest on a continuous
sill formed by thelowstring course noted above. A large, louvered gothic
w ndow i s seti neach side of thebelfry marking thelocation of thebells
inside. The spire of thechurch, also of glacial boulders, i sdivided into
stages by a band of quarry-surfaced cut granite. The |ower stage has four
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6. Representation in Existing Surveys
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7. Physical Description

sides with a narrow gothic dormer centered on each. Above thegranite band,
the spire i soctagonal with four smaller dormers, one on each of it scorner
faces. I nboth belfry and spire, this tower bears a strong resemblancet o

that of Richard Upjohn's St. Paul's Church i nBrookline. The nain entrance
porches on thetwo churches arealso quite similar,

Mich of theoriginal interior of the Gace Episcopal Church has been pre-
served. The wooden arches, beans and rafters i ntheroof areall original
as arethedark wooden pews. The pulpit, chancel interior and rose w ndow
are also thework of Richardson.

An addition was nade t ot hechurch in. 1882 on t hesouth facade of t henave
opposite thetower. The constructionwas done with glacial boulders and granite
trim of a slightly darker shade than t heoriginal. The addition also differs
fromtheoriginal i ntheplacement of theboulders. Early i nthetwentieth
century another addition filled theremaining space south of t henave and west
of thefirst addition, making theplan of thechurch alnost square. The fina]
addition was constructed i n1957. Wen conpleted i t was as large as the first
two and attached totheir southern walls. The two [atest additions are finished
,in a creamcolored stucco and<x:overed with flat roofs.

'y RKBD
AR 3 1972
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E SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (-Check One or More as Appropriate)
I | Pre-Columbian i O 16th Century . 18th Century 13 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century S 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATEIs| (If Applicable and Known) +QQQ-f 2

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal 1 1 Education . Political 1 1 Urban Planning
I | Prehistoric I 1 Engineering Religion/Phi. * Other (Specify)
Historic I | Industry losophy
I | Agriculture I | Invention 1 1 Science
Architecture 1 1 Landscape [ | Sculpture
Art Architecture I | Social/Human-
I I Commerce I | Literature itarian
I I Communicotions . Military | | Theater

| Conservation

Music |

Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

G ace Episcopal Church in Mdford i sthewrk of Henry Hobson Rich-
ardson, thefirst architect towork i natruly American idiom The com
m ssion for thechurch was won i na competition; thebuilding was designed
in 1867 and constructed 1868-72." This i sthesecond church designed by
Ri chardson and, since t hedemoliton of t heChurch of theUnity i n Spring-
field, Massachusetts, i ti stheoldest church by thearchitect surviving
in theUnited States,tInthebelfry and spire of thetower and i nt henain
entrance porch, thechurch bears a strong resenblance t oRichard Upjohn's
design for St. Paul's Church i nBrookline, Massachusetts./

Whe nost significant feature of theGace Church i sthewalling of
glacial boulders, which Richardson used here for thefirst tinme.C

Several times i nlater |ife Richardson turned again toglacial

boul ders as walling materials; i nthe Anes Gate Lodge, t he Gurney
House, and t he Paine House, al | of theeighties. By that time his
assurance had enormously increased as well as his command of scal e,
so that he used theglacial boialders with titanic boldness, al nost
as i f he coomanded t he forces of nature. Yet, og these |ater
exanmples, only t he Artes"Gate Lodge i smore successful than this
first use of thethene.

Three additons have been made t o Richardson's original structure:
the first i n1882, another early i nthis century and t hefonal one i n
1957.

Henry Russel |l Hitchcock, The Architecture of HH Richardson and
His Times (Canbridge: MT Press, 1966), p. §S
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\. NAME
QOMMON  Grace Episcopal Church

AND/OR HISTORIC;

2- LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

160 High street

CITY OR TOWN;

M edford
CODE COUN
Massachusetts otr25~
3. MAP REFERENCe
SOURCE:
US GS BCSTON North, Massachusetts
uJ SCALE; 1:24,000
uJ 1956

4. REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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Middlesex

FOR NPSUSE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

J10V-J | %_20

mum

NATIONAL

~/

TY:

Middlesex 017



Glawood

5 Devir;
Keifat,
_3tli'Rj-v \
Grace Episcopal Church 3.1 Radof
USGS North Boston, Mass. - 1956
Scal e 1: 24, 000
i WsMir.gtoft,
KARV.Mtn «
ijAfAmori?, | pSIVEItSITY
FCUUNOE
Hilly QI)Ox»(
PR . , i N
07'30 ['"e"\,C/"MB«/OGE rc.'Tv H>I(.I.J o.e M/. 7 710 000 FEET X 5
BOSTOM (STATE HOUSE) 1.7 ML

ViVAaosroN (HARVARD BRIDGE) S7 mt

Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey
Control by USC&GS, USCE, Mass. Harbor & Land Commission, and
Mass. Geodetic Survey.

Tonnpranhv hv nlanotsWn ci






March 20, 1972

Office of Archeology & Historic Preservatioa
National Park Service
801 Nineteenth Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20006 CERTIFIED MAIL
Attention: Miss Mary C. Means

Enclosed are National Register submissions for:

1. Grace Episcopal Church, Medford, Massachusetts

2. Historic Boston Harbor, Boston, M assachusetts

These have been declared eligible for submission by the Massachusetts
Historical Commission, the State Review Board, and has been signed by the
Secretary of the Commonwealth, John F. X. Davoren, Chairman, Massachusetts
Historical Commission and designated State Liaison Officer.

Sincerely yours,

Richard W. Hale, Jr.
Acting Chairman
M assachusetts Historical Commission

RWH/akc
enclosures



ENTR ES | N THE KATI ONAL REG STER
STATE  ?; A?SACHYGI Y&

Date Entered N/ 3

Nane

G aee Episcopal Church

North Easton Historic District

Al'so Notified

Hon. Edwurd M Kennedy

Hon. Edward W Brooke
Hon. Torbert H NacDonalld
Hon. Margaret M Heckl er

Director, Northeast Region

AR NFow andi mm 11/6/ 72

Location

Medf ord
M ddl «a«x County

Easton
Bristol County

State Liaison Officer

Hon. John P X Davoren

Secretary of the Cosoaonweal th
Chai man, Massachusetts Historical
40 Beacon Street t' I g LN
Bost on, . Massachusetts 02108



%t Episoopal ffillurdl|

160 High Street
Medford, Mass. 02155

Paish Tdephone The Reverend Robert M. Durkee
396-0362 Rector

5 January 1973.

The National Historic Landmarks Program

Office of Archeology andHistoric Preservation

National Park Service on I
Departnent of the Interior

18th and C Streets, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Gent | eren:

Recently, Gace Church, Medford was listed inthe National
Regi ster of Historic Places as being the ol dest existing
church of the Architect Henry Richardson. W& have had num
erous visits fromfaculty andstudents of nearby universi-
ties andthe Vestry i s anxious to have the building identi-
fied as anHistoric Landnark.

The Secretary of the Commonweal th has suggested that |
write toyour office to request the bronze plaque and
certificate which woul d designate Gace Church as an His-
toric Landmark.

Ve are proud to be listed inthe National Register and
assune the responsibility for the heritage and distinction
that has cone to Gace Church.

Sincerely,

RMDr bm

LA-



Hi -

HB t4
H34. m

The Reverend Robert M Durkee
Rector

G ace Epi scopal Church

160 Hgh Street

f-tedford, Missachusetts 02155

Dear Reverend Qur kee;

W are pleased to acknow edge Kour. | etter concerning Gace Church,
fdedford, which vas |isted inthe fiational Register of Hstoric
M aces on Noventer 3, 1972

There are several neans by which historic properties are entel
Inthe Nati onal Register. G ace Church was nom nat ed t hrough
state nom nation submtted toour office by the State Li ai son
O ficer for historic preservation in Massachusetts, The Honor
John F. X. Davoren, Secretary of the Coomonweal th, Chairman He
chuaetts Hi storical CoaraiSsion, 40 Beacon Street, Boston,
setts 02133. LY o« NNV

Properties are also autoraaticallylisted inthe National Register when
they are designated national Historic Landnarks by the Secret a'r\g of
the Interior upon the recorinendation of the Advisory Board on National
Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, ad MNonunents. Chly those peoper-
ties listed inthe National Register as National Historic Landnarks
are eligible to receive bronze plagues upon request fromthe Depart-
nent of the Interior. Athough no plaques are available for proper-
ties nomnated through the states, sone states have established

their om prograns. For this reason you mght wsh to wite fhe
Honorabl e John - X Davoren for information pertinent to any such
programin Massachusetts. - e

Encl osed are brochures which should clarify the difference between
the National Historic Landnark and the National Register prograns.



|11, to Reverend Robert « Dorkee, Medford, Mss. Subj- Gace
Epi scopal Church

|f after considering the criteria of national significancelisted
in the red brochure onnational Hstoric LandRarks you feel that
Gace Church neets the criteria you tay wish to submt a request
for its consideration as auational Hstoric LandiBark to the
Director, National Park Servicej U § Dc-partnient of the Interior,
Véshington, D C 20240, outlining as fully as possible historical
or architectural information bearing onitssignificance.

\& appreciate your interest Inhistoric preservation and hope that
you will let us knowlf we nay be of any further assistance.

*1! 1

Sincerely yours, ,

Jerry L Fogers
Chief of Registration
National Register

Encl osur es

cc:

The Hn. John EX Davoren, Secretary of the Gonmorweal th, Chai rnan,
Massachusetts Historical Conmssion, 40 Beacon Street, Boston,

Massachusetts 02133 - wcy inc

Director, Northeast Region - wcy inc

LI - M. Wnge

MR - wcyinc

FNP:RQi ot.iibui"y;rls  2/13/73
BAS CHLES RETAND IN AR



NOTIFICATION OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION

1. STATE APPIICATION IDENfIFIER 2. (Heserx cdfor use by State central information reception agency)
73070340

GRANTOR: o. Fcdera! agency

Departnment of the Interior

b. Organizational unit

National Park Service

c. Administering office —(1) Name

Division of Grants

(2) Addresi—Street or P.O. Box City State Zip Code

18th and C Streets NV Washington bC 20240
4. FEDERAL AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER: 0. Code I b. Title G ace Epl SCOpaI Church Devel Oannt
25-74-00090-00

¢ Rrpse The Church, designed by H H Richardson | n 1867, was constructed i n1868-72 &

is theoldest surviving church by

thearchitect i ntheUS Project work will

include plastering, painting, varnishing and restoration of the pipe organ.

5. GRANTEE: o Name

Massachusetts M s.

b. Address —Street or P.O. Box

40 Beacon St.

6. GRANTEE TYPE (Ciieck only the single most applicable

a. Stote b. Inter- c. County d. City
state

0: n . .

7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE 8. ACTION DATE

Year Month Day Year Month

75 02 28 A 1 03

Il. TYPEOF ACTION (Check as many boxes as apply to this

o. New b. Continuotion c. Supplementol

grant gront gront

(identify agency in item 16)

12. AMOUNT OF CONTRIBUTION

o. Federal-(1) basic

, 2,000
13. CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE

(2) Supplemental

PROGRAM (if none, clarify in item It!)
14. AUTHORIZATION
0. Federal Budget Accounts 10_58_1040_0
b. Public Lows PL Title
89

c. US. Code

15. FACILITY LOCATION: (/s'or facility ijranl arliona

o Qy 160 High St., Medford

only)

16 REMARKS

*@& ace Episcopal Church

Prepared by Ralph E. Thomas 523(139)-5054

Elizabeth R Anmadon,

16 U.S.C. 470

Exec. Dir., MA Historical Comm ssion
City State Zip Code
Boston MA 02108
box)
e. School f. Speciol g. Community h. Sponsored i. Other
district unit oction orgonization
. ° o n [
9. EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 10. ENDING DATE
Day Yeor Month Day Year Month Day
31 75 03 31 78 03 30
action)
d. Chonge in existing grant
(1) Increose in (2) Decrease in (3) Concellotion (4) Increose(J) (5 Decreo(%$)
durotion durotion
. . . . .
b Stote c. Locdl d.  Other
,2,000* $ i
o. progrom Number b. Supplementol Progrom Number
15.904
-1-405
Sec Title Sec PL Title Sec.
665
b. County Middlesex

STANDARD FOPRJ/, 2

June 1970 Burccju of tr.-?
Budget Circular A-Vi)
240-101



