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NARRATIVE SECTION
Areas of Significance/Study Unit Thames: (chack ona or more of the following)

Agriculture
Architecture / Landscape Architecture
Arts
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Q Conservation
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Statement of Significance: (Reference names, dates, events, areas of significance/study
ot of construction- unit the™1k)7. remodeled 1934-35 (Period of significance: 1907-1935)
Architect/Builder ' 1907: architect - Paul Bergfeld; contractors - Knoell Brothers. 1935: Architect - Silas E. Nelsen 
Historical significance: Fire Station No. 2 is significant for its association with the development of Tacoma's vital municipal 

services, and the building itse]f provides an example of the unemployment relief projects created by government during the 
Great Depression. Such depression relief projects were labor intensive and aimed at reducing unemployment and stimulating 
the economy. The station is also an important local example of Depression-era fire station design.
Station No. 2 was first erected in 1907 as a two-story building. At the time of its construction, it was the largest station 
in the city a except for headquarters, and it serviced a large, fast growing area. In 1933, the State Emergency Relief 
Administration gave a grant-in-aid (No. C275) to the City of Tacoma to erect two fire stations. This was the second largest 
grant allotted to Pierce County projects during that year. A decision was made to remode] Station No. 2 rather than erect two 
completely new stations. The second story was removed, some new floors and walls were built of concrete., and the remaining 
brick wans were finished with a smooth cement stucco. The station was detailed with simple Art Deco style ornamentation, a 
frequent choice of Depression-relief projects. No. 2 is the only Tacoma station with a handball court - a popular feature of 
stations across the country.

Additional Oescrlpton of Physical Appearance A Significant Architectural Features: 
(Architectural significance; can include interior & site features; address integrity
issues specifically) Fire Station No. 2 is located in a neighborhood of mixed commercial and residential properties. Most of the 
structures in the surrounding area were erected in the early 20th century; however, Tacoma Avenue experienced some commercial

the 1960's. Station No. 2 is located on a sloping site which allows the concrete basement to be above grade onredevelopment in
east, elevation, where ,it. is equppe wt arg 
block and brick, .which is, finished w.ith cemen 

cade, it is slihtl taller than the rest o
d with large apparatus, doors. Tne station is, constructed. of reinforced concrete, concrete

. The apparatus, room is the most prominent element of t 
ructure, which has a flat roof, and is surmounted by

ucco 
e st e main (west; 

ip roof with a
large skylight. TRe tfiree apparatus .bays.are^separately piers with shallow incisecl yertjcle^ands. Similar p'jers" delineate, the 
other elevations. Slightly corbelled, horizontal.Bands/prm a cornice wbich encircles the buildino. Other, details include: a hose 
tower with attached chimney; double hung, T/T, 4/4 and 6/6 wood-sash windows; a wooden Balcony oVer the basement on the east 
elevation; a simple Art Deco cast-stone door surround on the main facade: and metal Art Deco lettering identifying the station 
and its year of construction.
Interior features include: a handball court on the basement level; wooden lockers, chair rails, door and window surrounds, and 
wainscoting;,antf 1935-era wppd and glass apparatus,doors on the basement level. Alterations .include: theL construction of new

firefighters from the apparatus floor, the remodeling of the kitchen and bath VVIVJ *
. interior walls to separate the

legal documents, maps, photos, oral sources, etc.)
facade.
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