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Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
4 0 buildings
1 0 sites
1 0 structures
0 0 objects
6 0 Total
Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)

DOMESTIC: Single Dwelling

DOMESTIC: Secondary Structure

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE: Agricultural Outbuilding: Barn
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE: Animal Facility: Chicken Coop; Stable

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)

DOMESTIC: Single Dwelling

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE: Agricultural Outbuilding: Barn
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7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)
MID-19" CENTURY: Greek Revival

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property: STONE: Limestone; METAL; WOOD: Weatherboard

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe contributing and
noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general
characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of construction, setting, size, and
significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity.)

Summary Paragraph

The Jacob Bowman House, constructed ca 1840, is located in central Shenandoah County, west of Bowman’s
Crossing along Route 11(Old Valley Pike) and approximately 3.5 miles southwest of the Town of Edinburg.
The property encompasses six acres along Polk Road/Route 693 and includes a two-story, three-bay, double-
pile, frame Greek Revival dwelling situated amongst a small complex of agricultural and domestic outbuildings
and structures. There are four outbuildings associated with the primary resource including a mid —to late 19™
century bank barn, a mid- to late 19™ century stable, an early 20" century privy, and an early 20" century
chicken coop/shed. Also situated on the property are the remains of a mid- 19" century springhouse. The three
buildings, structure, and site all contribute to the historic integrity of this mid-19" century farmstead. The Jacob
Bowman House is a well preserved mid-19™ century dwelling and an exceptional example of a vernacular
adaptation of the Greek Revival style for Shenandoah County. The house retains a high level of integrity, with
many of its original details and its floor plan remarkably intact. The property has no non-contributing resources.
Overall, the property has a high degree of integrity of location, setting, design, workmanship, feeling, and
association.

Narrative Description

Location/Setting
The area surrounding the Jacob Bowman House is presently typified by timberland interspersed with fields
cleared for agriculture. The house, oriented east, is located on a cleared slope and is reached by a long narrow
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gravel drive that winds west towards the main dwelling. Shenandoah County Route 693, which runs in a
generally north to south direction, approximately two hundred yards to the east of the house, forms the
property’s eastern boundary. The area between the house and the road is a hilly field with a private drive and a
wire fence along its road frontage. The bank barn and the additional outbuildings are all located within a short
distance of the primary dwelling.

Inventory
The Jacob Bowman House has a total of five contributing architectural resources and one contributing site. The

contributing resources are from the property’s period of significance, ca. 1840 through 1966.

1. House, ca. 1840. Contributing Building

2. Bank Barn, ca. 1880. Contributing Building

3. Stable, ca. 1880. Contributing Building

4. Chicken Shed/Coop, ca. 1920. Contributing structure

5. Outhouse/Privy, ca. 1920. Contributing Building

6. Springhouse foundation/remains, ca. 1850. Contributing Site

Detailed Description

Primary Dwelling (ca. 1840 Greek Revival; contributing building)

Exterior

The Jacob Bowman House is a two-story, three-bay, frame dwelling with a symmetrical fagade and native stone
foundation. The house is clad in weatherboard siding and is covered by a hip-on-deck roof capped with
standing-seam metal with two interior brick chimneys flanking the deck area. A rear ell with a gable roof
extends from the northwest corner of the main block. It is believed the ell was added approximately ten or
fifteen years after the original construction date. The house features narrow plain corner boards, a simple plain
frieze board that extends along the roofline and overhanging eaves. A one-story porch with a hipped roof,
probably added in the early 20" century, covers the centered main entry which is topped by a three-light
transom and flanked by five-light sidelights. Also flanking the entry are two nine-over-six double-hung wood
sash windows. The porch is situated on limestone piers and features simple turned posts, a horizontal board
railing and a centered wood stairway leading to the main entry. Under the porch, an unpainted wood door
provides access to the cellar. Like the first-story windows on the facade, the entire house features nine-over-six
double hung sash windows on the first story and six-over-six double hung sash windows on the second level
with stationary louvered wood shutters.

The north elevation is visually divided into four bays with a one-story two-bay porch, with a hipped roof,
spanning the western bays, which includes the rear ell. Two entrance doors lead off the porch; one opens to the
dining room and the other enters into the kitchen area. The cellar under the porch has two vertically louvered
wood window sash. There are four symmetrically spaced windows on the first story and four windows on the
second level. The south elevation has two windows on the first level of the main block and two windows on the
second story. The south elevation of the rear ell has a three-bay porch with three entrance doors, two with three-
light transoms, and an enclosed end bay on the south side. A hatch provides access to the cellar from the porch.
A small window is centered on the second story. The west elevation of the main block has one window on the
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first story and one window on the second. The cellar extends below the rear ell into part of the front of the
house.

Interior

The interior of the ca. 1840 Jacob Bowman House remains beautifully preserved with its original floor plan,
floors and detailing. The dwelling features a double-pile plan with a center hall in the main block. The center
hall features a straight single-run open string staircase that rises along the north wall of the entrance hall. The
floorplan consists of a rear kitchen wing containing a kitchen, back stairs, pantry, recessed porch, and side
porch. Two parlors, one on each side of the hall, are at the front of the house, with a bed chamber behind one
and dining/sitting room behind the other. The floor plan of the second-floor main block mirrors the first floor’s,
with four bedrooms, two on each side of the center hall. A narrow enclosed stair in the smaller northwest
bedroom rises to an open unfinished attic which includes a ladder to access the hatch in the roof. The integral
rear ell features the kitchen with a room above it, accessed only by the back stairs coming up from the
dining/sitting room. It is believed that this was used as servant’s quarters.

Modest in its details and craftsmanship, the house features wide flat baseboards, simply molded trim at the
windows, and bull’s-eye corner blocks and pilaster trim at the doors. The staircase has simple, rectangular
balusters, a slim, molded handrail, and a uniquely angular shaped newel post with a large, flat-topped octagonal
newel. Many of the interior two-panel hall doors on the first floor are grained in an oak pattern with some
featuring a pale blue trim and an umber base. It is believed that all are original finishes. There are three
fireplaces on the first floor of the main block, one in the north parlor room and one in the southwest room; all
have been restored to working order. All of the mantels in the house typify the Greek Revival style with a plain
frieze supported by tapered pilasters. The one exception can be found in the southwest bedroom on the first
floor. The mantel in this room features the same form as the rest of the mantelpieces in the house but has been
marbleized utilizing gray, black, green and tan hues to create a unique pattern. The second-floor mantelpiece in
the southwest bedroom has a brick hearth and an unusual painted wood firescreen of plain, wide, slightly angled
boards framing a center niche.

Additional detailing includes floor-to-ceiling closets or cupboards beside each fireplace, all with two-paneled
doors. Several rooms have chair rails and the northeast former parlor, dining room, and kitchen have horizontal-
board wainscoting. All rooms feature ceilings that are relatively low at nine feet and all retain their original
plaster and lath walls. Original flooring is generally wide boards on both the first and second floors. The
second-floor hall’s two-panel doors are in original colors; tan panels, chocolate-brown rails and stiles, pale blue
trim and umber-brown baseboards. Three of the second-floor rooms have large closets. The kitchen wainscoting
is in horizontal boards and its flooring is of narrow oak boards over original pine. A dirt-floored cellar is under
the north portion of the house with an entry through a hatch in the floor of the rear recessed porch. The attic has
a hatch to the roof in the center platform; the platform may once have been higher to accommodate a low
monitor window.

The Jacob Bowman House is in generally good condition with its roof and exterior having been maintained. The

building retains its overall architectural integrity. No modern kitchen or bathroom facilities have been added to
the house. There is minimal electrical service and no plumbing or central heat at the time of this nomination.
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Outbuildings

Bank Barn (ca. 1880, contributing building)

The large two-story, side-gable, rectangular Bank Barn is located just west of the primary dwelling. It is clad in
vertical plank siding, capped with a standing seam metal roof and sits on a coursed stone foundation. The
second story is accessed by a large earthen ramp covered in grass which leads to a large access bay with a
sliding barn door.

Stable (ca. 1880, contributing building)

Also located west of the primary dwelling is the stable. Like the bank barn it is clad in weatherboard siding, has
a standing seam metal-clad front gable roof and it sits on a stone foundation. A shed-roof addition is located on
the rear elevation.

Chicken Shed/Coop (ca. 1900, contributing structure)
A small gable front chicken coop is located south of the main dwelling. It is clad in board and batten siding and
covered with a standing-seam metal roof.

Outhouse/Privy (ca. 1925, contributing building)
Just to the west of the chicken coop is a small shed-roofed privy clad in horizontal plank siding.

Springhouse Site (ca. 1840, contributing site)

All that remains of the spring house is the stone foundation and parts of its stone walls. It appears that it was a
rather large structure with two terraced levels.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register
listing.)

A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history.

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes

B. Removed from its original location

C. A birthplace or grave

D. A cemetery

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure

F. A commemorative property

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years
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Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)
ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
1840-1966

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Unknown
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of
significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any applicable criteria
considerations.)

The Jacob Bowman House is significant under National Register Criterion C in the area of Architecture at the
local level. Located in the central Shenandoah Valley and constructed in the mid-nineteenth century, the house
is architecturally significant as an excellent example of an unaltered vernacular adaptation of a Greek Revival
style dwelling. The historic integrity of the property is immaculate, especially in the areas of setting,
workmanship, and materials with exterior and interior details and finishes that have been beautifully preserved.
The period of significance begins ca. 1840, the date of construction, and extends to 1966, to include a number
of extant agricultural buildings that were constructed throughout the late 19" and early 20" centuries and to
recognize its continued use as an active farmstead into the more recent past. Since its construction, the property
has remained in continuous ownership of the Bowman family.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

Architectural Analysis

The ca. 1840 Jacob Bowman House is locally significant as a well-preserved vernacular adaptation of a Greek
Revival dwelling for the Shenandoah Valley. The architecture of Shenandoah County is comparable to the
architecture of neighboring counties Frederick and Rockingham. The evolution and growth of this region was
heavily influenced by its settlement by the German, Scots-Irish and English who migrated here from
Pennsylvania, Delaware and eastern Virginia. The first houses built in the region were simple dwellings
constructed from hewn logs. These buildings were erected merely to serve the family until a more substantial
dwelling could be built and very few of these early buildings are still extant in the Shenandoah Valley. Many of
the new settlers eventually utilized native stone to build more prominent and permanent buildings and
structures. Frequently, these houses were constructed using the “I-house” form and typically contained three or
four bays, were single-pile with a single centered interior chimney or two exterior or interior end chimneys.
Examples of such dwellings include High Banks (NRHP 2011; DHR#034-0109) in Frederick County and Fort
Bowman (NRHP 1969; DHR# 085-0004). The I-house, utilizing brick construction, became widely popular in
the region post 1800. Mount Pleasant (DHR#085-0072) in Shenandoah County is a good example of a two-
story brick Federal style dwelling constructed in the early 19" century.

Just as in other regions, residents in the Shenandoah Valley would occasionally stray from the commonly found
“I-house” form to build dwellings that reflected what was popular or had once been popular in larger cities in
the American north and east. The Jacob Bowman house is an early example of a vernacular version of the Greek
Revival style for the Shenandoah Valley. The Greek Revival style was popular in the United States from
approximately 1830 through 1850, and remained a dominant style in rural areas for many years after. The
construction of the Jacob Bowman House demonstrates an understanding of the stylistic details of a Greek
Revival style dwelling, yet for this house the design was undertaken with simplicity and plainness that
distinguishes it from larger and more high style examples. Its simplicity may also substantiate its early
construction date.

The evolution of architecture for the Shenandoah Valley continued and in many cases Italianate detailing was
added to Greek Revival facades. An example of this is Marva (DHR# 085-0140) located north of the Town of
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New Market along the Old Valley Pike. Marva, constructed ca. 1850, is similar in form and massing to the
Jacob Bowman House. It is a three-bay, double-pile brick dwelling with a metal-sheathed roof and Italianate
brackets. It is possible that the Italianate details were added later. It should be noted that the Jacob Bowman
house was never renovated to include details of later styles.

Additional examples of the Greek Revival style can be found throughout Shenandoah and surrounding counties,
some exhibiting the same vernacular detailing as the Jacob Bowman House while others, usually later
examples, were constructed using brick and exhibited more high style detailing. The Jacob Bowman house is
significant because it is believed to be one of the earliest adaptations of the style for the county. Many of the
Greek Revival houses in the area were constructed in the popular “I-House” form with a side-gabled roof, while
others, like the Bowman House, were constructed with a hipped roof. Typically, Greek Revival dwellings were
built with a low-pitched hipped roof. The Jacob Bowman House has a slightly steeper pitched hipped roof that
is more indicative of earlier dwellings constructed throughout the Shenandoah Valley. The roof construction
may be suggestive of a builder that used the form and massing of earlier houses and added Greek Revival
details found in popular pattern books like Minard Lafever’s, Modern Builders Guide (1833). Overall the house
illustrates an understanding of the style, with its symmetrical fagade; its main entry flanked by sidelights and
topped with a multi-light transom and its simply designed mantels. Additionally the house is significant for its
preserved original form and massing along with many of its original details on both the exterior and interior,
including interesting graining and marbling on woodwork and mantelpieces.

Historical Background

The Jacob Bowman House is situated a few miles southwest of the Town of Edinburg in the central Shenandoah
Valley. Shenandoah County, formerly part of Frederick County, is included in the area known as Fairfax’s
Northern Neck Proprietary. Shenandoah County was established in 1772 and today stretches west to the
Alleghany Mountains and the West Virginia border to Massanutten Mountain to the east. European settlement
in the Shenandoah Valley began in the 1730s. The house was built by Jacob Bowman, the great-grandson of
George Lantz, an early settler who received a land grant adjacent to the Jacob Bowman House property in the
18 century. Jacob Bowman’s first cousin was Jacob Lantz, who owned and operated Lantz’ Mill (DHR#085-
0933) during the Civil War. Jacob Bowman was also the great-grandson of Christian Bowman II and Barbara
Hite, early settlers of Shenandoah County who came with Jost Hite in the mid-18" century.

After Jacob Bowman’s death the property passed to his son Whiten Bowman, who fought with the 7" Va.
Cavalry in the Civil War, and then to Kirby Bowman and later still to Marvin Bowman, the current owner’s
great-grandfather. After Marvin Bowman, the property passed to Nancye Bowman, the current owner’s
grandmother. Nancye Bowman, while living in Richmond, Virginia, worked as Head State Supervisor of Home
Economics programs and curriculum and helped write and implement the Virginia Standards of Quality. In
1976 she went to work for the American Home Economics Association in Washington, DC as the Administrator
for Professional Development where she managed the department and wrote and held national workshops in
Parenthood Education and Women in Creative Leadership. Upon the death of her father, Nancye Bowman
returned to the Shenandoah Valley and taught Home Economics at a local high school. Her granddaughter
Deborah Veitch now owns the property and plans to reside in the house with her family.
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Throughout the history of the property the surrounding farm land was used to raise horses back when they were
needed for transportation and for harness racing in town. The Bowmans also raised crops to support the
animals, especially hay and corn, along with other cash crops. Their farm eventually became part of what is
now the 300-acre Shen-Bow Farm, which contains most of the same acreage as the original Bowman property.
The Jacob Bowman House is located near an area historically known as Bowmans, Virginia. The small
community once had a train station, post office and store run by the Bowman family.
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____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested
_____previously listed in the National Register
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__designated a National Historic Landmark
__recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
___recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #
__recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Primary location of additional data:
X State Historic Preservation Office
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Shenandoah County, VA
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Name of repository: Virginia Department of Historic Resources, Richmond, VA

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned):

DHR No. 085-0207

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates

Datum if other than WGS84:

(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1. Latitude: 38.813660

2. Latitude: Longitude:
3. Latitude: Longitude:
4. Latitude: Longitude:
Or
UTM References
Datum (indicated on USGS map):

NAD 1927 or NAD 1983
1. Zone: Easting:
2. Zone: Easting:
3. Zone: Easting:

Longitude: -78.609430
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4. Zone: Easting : Northing:

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

The Jacob Bowman House’s historic boundary encompasses 6.0 acres west of Polk Road (SR
629) in central Shenandoah County, Virginia. The historic boundary coincides with
Shenandoah County parcel #69 A 0371, and the true and correct historic boundaries are
shown on the attached Location Map.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The historic boundary encompasses the Jacob Bowman House as well as all extant domestic
and agricultural outbuildings historically associated with the property during its period of
significance. The property is bounded by agricultural lands on its south, west and north sides
and bounded by Polk Road to its east.

11. Form Prepared By

name/title:  Deborah Kidd Veitch

organization:
street & number: _ 83 Wayne Rd.
city or town: _Edinburg state: _ VA zip code:_ 22824

e-mail: dveitch22 @gmail.com
telephone: (443)538-8196
date:  September 8, 2016

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

e Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's
location.

e Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous
resources. Key all photographs to this map.

¢ Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.)

Photographs
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Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to
the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo
date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every
photograph.

Photo Log

Name of Property: Bowman, Jacob, House

City or Vicinity: Edinburg

County: Shenandoah State: VA
Photographer: Deborah Kidd Veitch

Date Photographed: May 2015

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of
camera:

1 of 25 House, Facade and setting

2of 25 House, Facade (East Elevation)

30of 25 House, North Elevation.

4 of 25 House, Rear (West) Elevation.

5 of 25 House, South Elevation.

6 of 25 House, Interior, Bedroom, Mantel

7 of 25 House, Interior, Center Hall

8 of 25 House, Interior, Main Entry Detail

9 of 25 House, Interior, Center Hall Stair

10 of 25 House, Interior, Center Hall Stair and Newel Post Detail

11 of 25 House, Parlor, Mantel

12 of 25 House, Rear Entry Detail

13 of 25 House, Interior, Second Floor, Center Hall and Stairway

14 of 25 House, Interior, Second Floor, Center Hall Looking East

15 0f 25 House, Interior, Second Floor, Center Hall Looking West

16 of 25 House, Interior, Second Floor, Southwest Chamber Mantel
17 of 25 House, Interior, Second Floor, Door Detail from Center Hall
18 of 25 House, Interior, Second Floor, Door Detail in Northeast Chamber
19 of 25 House, Interior, Second Floor Closet

20 of 25 House, Interior, Second Floor Chamber, Picture Rail and Doors
21 of 25 Bank Barn, Main Entry, Looking East

22 of 25 Bank Barn, North Elevation
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23 of 25 Stable, Northeast Oblique
24 of 25 Chicken Coop and Privy, Looking South
25 of 25 Chicken Coop, Northwest Oblique

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460
et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior,
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.

Sections 9-end page 17



Historic Boundary

oordinates
_ongitude: -78.609430


qaf45223
Polygonal Line

qaf45223
Text Box
DHR No. 085-0207

qaf45223
Text Box
Historic Boundary

qaf45223
Line

qaf45223
Text Box
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Latitude:   38.813660  Longitude: -78.609430



SKETCH MAP
All resources are contributing

DHR No. 085-0207


qaf45223
Text Box
SKETCH MAP
All resources are contributing

qaf45223
Text Box
DHR No. 085-0207


PARCEL MAP

Jacob Bowman House
Shenandoah County, VA
DHR No. 085-0207


qaf45223
Text Box
PARCEL MAP
Jacob Bowman House
Shenandoah County, VA
DHR No. 085-0207


PHOTO KEY

DHR No. 085-0207


qaf45223
Text Box
PHOTO KEY


qaf45223
Text Box
DHR No. 085-0207


PHOTO KEY - Dwelling
Interior 1st Floor

DHR No. 085-0207


qaf45223
Text Box
DHR No. 085-0207

qaf45223
Text Box
PHOTO KEY - Dwelling Interior 1st Floor


PHOTO KEY
Dwelling Interior - 2nd Floor

DHR No. 085-0207


qaf45223
Text Box
DHR No. 085-0207

qaf45223
Text Box
PHOTO KEY
Dwelling Interior - 2nd Floor













































































UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Requested Action: Nomination
Property Name: Bowman, Jacob, House

Multiple Name:

State & County: VIRGINIA, Shenandoah

Date Received: Date of Pending List: Date of 16th Day: Date of 45th Day: Date of Weekly List:
1/6/2017 2/21/2017 3/2/2017

Reference number: SG100000679

Nominator: State

Reason For Review:

X__ Accept Return Reject 2/21/2017  Date

Abstract/Summary Meets Registration Requirements
Comments:

Recommendation/ Accept

Criteria
Reviewer  Edson Beall Discipline  Historian
Telephone Date

DOCUMENTATION: see attached comments : No see attached SLR : No

If a nomination is returned to the nomination authority, the nomination is no longer under consideration by the
National Park Service.
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