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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Buffalo Bridge is a sandstone and reinforced concrete structure which 
crosses Rock Creek Valley at Q Street. The bridge constructed in 1912-15 
is 261 feet long, 50 feet wide, and 65 feet high. Q Streets in Washington and 
in Georgetown are parellel but do not align by 185 feet. The roadway of the 
bridge curves to connect them.

This curying roadway is carried by five round arches. These arches are small 
enough to allow the curve, but large enough to give a massive, impressive 
appearance. Their proportions were influenced by the proportions of arches 
of Roman aqueducts. The central arch has the largest span and the others 
decrease one foot per arch as they approach the abutments. The piers decrease) 
in the same proportions as do the boldly projecting corbel arches which carry 
the solid parapet. Piers and corbel arches have a slight batter. The em 
ployment of corbel arches above the main arches was inspired by the Ponte 
tfaggiore Bridge over the Tronto River in Italy. The shadows cast by these 
corbel arches are a major design feature of the bridge.

Hie bridge is constructed of sandstone from Kingswood, West Virginia, and re 
inforced concrete made from sands and gravels which yield a color similar to 
the sandstone. In 1915 the color was said to be "a rich, reddish, warm buff.11 
The bridge now has an orange cast. Arches, corners, abutment walls, parapet

belt courses, and carvings are stone. Between the stonework are un 
broken masses of concrete. The stone has a picked face for arches, quoins, 
and abutments. The mouldings which are hammered face have finer finishes 
where closer to the viewer. The abutments have ashlar bonds. Concrete sur 
faces are picked so that they are coarser than the stone.

Some of the bridge's decorative features have American sources. The most 
obvious of these are the approximately eight foot high bronze buffaloes which 
stand on pedestals flanking the east and west entrances of the bridge. The 
pairs of standing bisons face each other. They were sculpted by A-. Fhimister 
Proctor. Another interesting decorative feature are the corbels, 28 on each 
side of the bridge. These corbels are stylized heads modeled on a life mask 
of Kicking Bear, an American Indian chief.

A 12 inch^water main is incorporated into the structure of the bridge. This 
main was completed on February 2, 1916, but was not connected to the city's 
water system until 1917.

The bridge has undergone few alterations. The median was removed and light 
ing placed along the parapet. The plaza at the eastern entrance has been 
changed. ^9l i^Q/X
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Joint Committee on Landmarks has designated the Buffalo Bridge (Dumbar 
ton Bridge) at Q Street and Rock Creek Park a Category II Landmark of im 
portance which contributes significantly to the cultural heritage and visual 
beauty of the District of Columbia. This picturesque Romanesque Revival 
structure erected in 1912-15 is an important extension of the L 1 Enfant Plan 
of the city as a physical and visual link between Q Street in the Federal 
City and Q Street in Georgetown. These streets are not aligned but the 
bridge's curving roadway joins them.

The bridge's architects, Glenn and Bedford Brown, consciously designed a 
structure that would enhance the park in Rock Creek Valley and complement 
other spans crossing the valley. They found inspiration in Roman, medieval 
and American sources, but in total effect the bridge has a Romanesque 
quality due to its rugged massiveness, earth color, and the employment of 
large round arches and corbeling. The bronze buffaloes flanking the en 
trances are an outstanding feature and give the bridge its popular name.

In the early 20th century the area northwest of Dupont Circle was developing 
rapidly. By 1905 Georgetown citizens were actively seeking to span Rock 
Creek Valley at Q Street and link Georgetown to this section of the Federal 
City. Discussions concerning moving either Woodley Lane bridge or the 
Thompson steel bridge to Q Street were abortive, and by 1911 sketches were 
completed for a new masonry bridge.

The Q Street Bridge, officially named Dumbarton Bridge, was designed by 
Glenn Brown and his son, Bedford Brown. Glenn Brown (1854-1932) practiced 
architecture by himself in Washington for a number of years. He was 
secretary of the American Institute of Architects and was instrumental in 
promoting comprehensive planning for Washington at the turn of the century. 
He was the author of several books and articles including The History of the 
U.S. Capitol.         l     

The engineer for the bridge was D.E. McComb. The contractor was A.E. 
fuidane of New York. The bridge was constructed by the District of Columbia 
under the auspices of the Engineer Commissioner.

On April 4, 1912, a $20,000 contract for the four bronze buffaloes was let 
to A. Phimister Proctor. Proctor (d. 1950) was a well-known sculptor who 
did work at the World Fair in 1893 and who designed the tigers on the 16th 
Street Bridge over Piney Branch Parkway in Washington. A member of the

(Continued on Form 10-300a)
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8. Significance - Buffalo Bridge

committee which determined the appropriation for the bridge was responsible 
for the choice of buffaloes. /

On December 24, 1915, the bridge opened. It cost $223,553. Its design was
widely praised and on October 27, 1915, The American Architect had published
photographs and plans and an interview about it with Glenn Brown.

The bridge has undergone little modification over the years. The plaza at the 
east end has been removed. In 1938 the center lights and median were removed 
and side lights along the parapet installed. In 1915 a narrow road ambled 
through Rock Creek Park and under Buffalo Bridge. The adaptability of the 
bridge was shown when the parkway was constructed under it without causing it 
to be seriously altered. The bridge continues to serve its important trans 
portation function, as well as carrying a 12 inch water main.
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