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The Kanabec County Courthouse is situated on a prominent rise of land at 
the southeast corner of the intersection of Maple and Vine Streets in Mora, 
Minnesota. This site comprises approximately one city block and, with the 
exception of a significant number of oak and elm trees, all facades of the 
courthouse are visually unobstructed.

Constructed in 1894 according to designs by Saint Paul architects Buechner 
and Jacobson at a cost of $9,000, the courthouse is of buff colored brick with 
sandstone trim. The interior structural system is wood. The courthouse replaced 
an earlier frame structure of 1883 which was destroyed by fire. Two subsequent 
additions have been made to the 1894 building. The first addition was made in 
1937. This addition virtually doubled the interior space of the original building 
and was executed in accordance to the original architectural design and materials. 
The third addition was made in 1974; it is a one storey section of buff colored 
brick which is attached to the south 1 facade.

Stylistically, the Kanabec County Courthouse is representative of the 
Romanesque Revival mode. The principal facade (west) is dominated by a central 
tower which rises to a height of four storeys. The original plan was that of an 
"I" with a central hall running west to east. The short legs of the "I" terminate 
in flared gables surmounted by a stone coping. Original window treatment has 
been retained on the first floor and in the 1937 portion; windows in the second 
floor courtroom have been filled with glass-block.

The interior consists of two storeys on a full basement; the basement is 
also used for office space. Offices of the Auditor, Registrar, etc. are located 
on the principal floor with the courtroom and judges chambers on the second. 
There is a full attic, however only a central portion is usable for storage of 
records. Access to floors is provided by an open staircase in the southwest 
corner of the building with secondary stairs at mid-point in the 1937 portion.

The Kanabec County Courthouse is presently in an excellent state of repair; 
spatial adaptation through alteration has been accomplished sympathetically 
to the original design and is complementary throughout.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The present Kanabec County Courthouse has served as the political seat of 
County government since 1894. Constructed at a cost of $9,000 it represented 
a major undertaking in one of Minnesota's counties whose population was neither 
large nor rich. It is executed in the Romanesque Revival style with a degree 
of simplicity not found in the more expressive and opulent political edifices 
constructed in Minnesota during the courthouse building boom of the 1890s.

The courthouse has been subject to two subsequent additions to accommodate 
demands for space; both of these additions are of compatible style and material 
to the original concept. The present building continues to serve Kanabec County 
in an excellent state of maintenance. Its preservation is an indication of 
its importance as a county landmark.
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