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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This t{ypical Atlantic Seaboard dwelling of the sarly 1850's, with
steep shingled roof and dormer windows is sited on gentiy sloping land
the base of a hill, stands at the end of a long lane flanked by trees.
Outstanding features are the large pointed window in front gable, the
steeply sloping wood shingled roof with dormers and prominent masonry
chimneys, and formal landscape treatment. It is a framed structure of
redwood lumber with adobe bricks originally placed in the walls for in-

sulation. Trim and millwork is of wood. Dimensions, 32' x 48",

"Storehouse" building.
masonry filled walls, roof covering is slate, doors, windows and other
millwork have a buropean character. This structure known as the "S

at

This building is of timber frame construction with

Swiss
Chalet" was constructed of prefabricated materials.

The ground floor

presently serves as a museum.

The second floor (formerly a granary) is

used for storage.

A carriage shed attached to the north side was removed

when the building was restored about 1940,

Other original outbuildings are a 3~room kitchen, a small l-room
cabin and a l-room latticed and enclosed summerhouse.

Approximate boundaries of 25 acres now (August 1970) in State park:
Beginning at a point on West Spain Street about 200 feet west of the
centerline of Third Street West, thence northerly about 122C feet, thence
westerly about 114 feet, thence northerly about 520 feet and continuing
northeasterly about 455 feet, thence easterly about 385 feet, thence
southerly about 145 feet, thence easterly about 145 feet, thence southerly
about 60 feet, thence easterly about 181 feet, thence southerly about 744
feet, thence westerly about 270 feet, thence southerly about 1200 feet,
thence westerly about 400 feet to the point of beginning, as shown on
Drawing No. 12967, accompanying documents.

Three additional portions of the original estate, still (1970) re-
maining mainly in agricultural use and relatively undeveloped condition of
open level open fields, should be added to the existing Vallejo Home unit
of Sonoma State Historic Park, to protect the environmental scene, 2nd
for recreation of the historic Vallejo vineyards, orchards and other
historical features.

Boundaries of proposed additions are approximately as follows:

Beginning at a point on West Spain Street about 488 feet east of the
centerline of Third Street West, thence northerly about 162 feet, thence
westerly about 62 feet, thence northerly about 325 feet, thence westerly
about 225 feet, thence northerly 662 feet, thence westerly about 75 feet,
thence northerly about 50 feet, thence easterly about 825 feet, thence
southerly about 375 feet, thence easterly about 312 feet, thence southerly
about 50 feet, thence westerly about 60C feet, thence southerly about 612

feet, thence westerly about 168 feet to the point of beginning 12 3 'jIIj o~
more or less. ‘ _,ngQb T
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7. Lescription

Beginning at a point on West Spain Street about 300 feet west of the
centerline of Third Street West, thence westerly about 338 feet, thence
northerly about 1925 feet, thence easterly about 350 feet, thence south-
westerly about 75 feet, thence southerly about 575 feet, thence easterly
about 3% feet, thence southerly about 50 feet, thence easterly about 75
feet, thence southerly about 1075 feet, thence westerly about 100 feet,
thence southegly about 150 feet to the point of beginning, 16 acres more
or less, :

Beginning at an existing corner marker for the Vallejo Home unit of
Sonoma State Historic Park, and marker located about 325 feet westerly and
about 118 feet northerly of the intersection of the Vallejo Home Avenue
extension of Third Street West and the lane fronting the Vallejo Home
formal grounds, thence northerly about 125 feet, thence northeasterly
about 500 feet, thence easterly about 238 feet, thence southerly about 188
feet to an existing northernmost line of the Vallejo Home unit of Sonoma
State Historic Park, thence following said existing boundary westerly about
125 feet, southwesterly about 212 feet, south-southwesterly about 238 feet,
and westerly about 194 feet to the point of beginning. 2.6 acres more or
less together with such other contiguous lands, if any, as may be acquired
by the State as additions to the Vallejo Home unit for the heretofore

mentioned purposes.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

During the American military occupation of California, 1846 to
1850, Vallejo and his wife, Francisca Benicia Carrillo de Vallejo, be-
gan acquisition of an estate that might be more secure in title than
the vast properties acquired under the Mexican regime, all of which
subsequently were involved in lengthy and expensive litigation. The
then abundantly flowing springs at the foot of the hill, and surrounding
parcels, were purchased in 1849. Other parcels were added over the
next several years, until the estate Vallejo named Lachryma Montis con-
sisted of about 200 acres.

Legenes attribute the name "Mountain tear" to the Indians who
made use of the area and the tepid waters of the gushing artesian
spring. Known sites near the ornamental grounds have not yet (1970)
been investigated by archeologist. Vallejo applied the Indian name in
latin. The Lachryma Montis estate was developed extensively during the
1850's and 1860's with ornamental plantings, vegetable gardens, orchards
and vineyards. His fruits, brandy and wines under the "Lachryma Montis"
label won many awards at State and local agricultural fairs,

At the time the main house was under construction (circa 1852-53)
Vallejo was serving as Mayor of Sonoma, the town he had founded in
1835 as Director of Colonization for Alta California under the Mexican
regime. The estate remained as the Mariano Vallejo family seat until
the 17 acres containing the home buildings and the ornamental grounds
were transferred to the state ig _J933. Mariano Vallejo died in 1890,
his wife the following year, where upon the estate passed to two of
the daughters.

During Vallejo's lifetime the reservoir was constructed and fed
by the then still flowing spring. This became a major water supply for
Sonoma residents for several decades. Water was carried to the town
in square redwood conduit. The City of Sonoma later acquired the
spring site; as water tables lowered throughout this section of the
county, a well replaced the spring. Today (1970) the well is not in
service.
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8. Significance

The residence is one of three using the same.design known to have
‘been built in Northern California in the early 1850's, and is the best
example of only two remaining. The unique half-timbered brick storehouse,
ornamental grounds with cast iron fountains, fruit and shade trees and
attractive belvedere reflecting architecture of the residence, together
with the pergola-flanked pond (reservoir) and small pond cottage all pro-
vide an unparalleled setting for the house. An unusually attractive barn,
a "hennery", "grapery", family cemetery, and other features no longer in
existence, it is hoped ultimately will be reconstructed to reflect the
gracious and comfortable life style adopted by the Vallejos following the
American acquisition of California.




