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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

—EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED X-UNALTERED ^ORIGINAL SITE

—GOOD _RUINS _ALTERED -MOVED DATE.
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The existing Post Office is approximately a 4,200 square foot building situated 
on a sloping site. The first floor is supported on a stone base foundation. 
The first floor exterior wall construction is brick highlighted with stone 
pilasters and trim. The windows are double hung 12/12 wood sash with stone sills, 
brick lintels with stone keystones and a stone feature panels above. The 
entrance facade/ ff^atui;es.five bays defined by stone pilasters and contains arched 
openings with 15/15 wood sash with arched transoms, wood panels below. There is 
a deep cornice surmounted by a stone parapet with urn shaped stone balusters and 
a brick parapet entrance with stone coping.

The lobby has a terrazzo floor with a marble border, marble wainscot and"door 
trim, plaster walls with deep cornice and boldly denticulated moulding. The 
entire lobby has recently been totally renovated. All existing marble and wood 
door and window sash was reused or matched in the new construction. Although the 
lobby configuration is totally different, the aesthetic effect is one of 
original construction except for the new aluminum boxes.

The building is well maintained, but could profit substantially with 
appropriate landscaping.
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SPECIFIC DATES Designed: 1932 
__________Constructed: 1955

BUILDER/ARCHITECT Louis A ' SimOT1 > SuP • Architect
____________U.S. Treasury; Stallworth § Davis

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Architectural. Drawings

The Post Office was designed as one of 156 post offices in 1952 and built along with 
210 post offices throughout the United States in 1955. The Post Office, built 
of substantial modern construction, is a fine expression of classical revival 
design of great elegance. The building was designed by Louis A. Simon, Supervising 
Architect of the U. S. Treasury, however, the construction documents were completed 
by the local firm of Stallworth and Davis. The building was authorized under 
the Public Buildings Act of May 25, 1926 (Keyes-Elliot Act), a general enabling 
act allotting $100,000,000.00 for post office construction. Full implementation 
of this act was delayed by the crash of 1929. The Keyes-Elliot Act produced and 
maintained goals of efficient planning and construction. During the Great 
Depression and the remainder of the 1950 f s, the Public Buildings Program was vastly 
expanded and amended. On May 51, 1950, the Act was amended to authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury to "employ, by Contract or otherwise, outside profess 
ional or technical services of persons or firms or corporations, to such extent 
as he may require." This amendment marked the beginning trend of public works 
projects to relieve unemployment and restore economic health to the communities 
and was representative of the government's new activist role to stimulate a 
depressed economy. The construction of this Post Office in 1935 is an expression 
of these qualities.

The design of the building and its facade is a refined statement symbolizing the 
strength and ideals of the Federal Government and signifies the importance of 
this town where the main campus of the State University is located.

The building is also architecturally significant, in itself, to the immediate 
environment because it is an important stabilizing element in restraining further 
deterioration to the abutting properties.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The Post Office is situated between a residential area where properties are 
fairly well maintained and a poorly maintained commercial area. s The Post 
Office site conforms to the "V" interesection of Forest Street (250 feet 

• .-frontage)--and--Benaoc-h-Street (276 feet frontage). The rear property lines 
return at approximately 90° angles at 125 feet and 152 feet respectively.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
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