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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The William L. Church House possesses integrity of location, design, materials (except
for some window sash), setting, workmanship, feeling and association. It is significant
as a representatidn of Newton's early 20th century growth which resulted in infill of
established areas as well as in the creation of new subdivisions. It is also important
as an exceptionally detailed Craftsman style bungalow, surpassed locally only by the
Goodbar House (NV-085). It thus meets criteria A and C of the NRHP.

ARCHTECTURAL SOIIHCANCE Dexribe important ar chitectural features and evaluate in tams of
other buildings within the community.

The Church House is a well-detailed example of a Craftsman style bungalow which adhers
to the prescribed one story height unlike mawy other examples in the city. It is

built on a rectangular plan with some squared projecting window bays and a projecting
entry porch. It is sheathed with the banded shingles popular for this style, and its
low pitched hip roof is covered with tiles. The entrance porch displays rusticated
brick piers and heavy carved struts to support the overhanging roof. An original built-
in bench remains between the porch and the balancing window bay to the right. The
major alteration to the house has occurred ir. this window bay where original vertically
aligned sash with transoms has been replaced by horizontal louvers; fortunately this is
a change that could easily be restored. Original sash, some with stained glass transoms»
remains on the side elevations. Small, multi-pane sash remains in the gabled dormers.

HSTORCAL SGNIHCANCE ?Ialn the role omeas playad in local or state history ad how the
building relates to the of the comnunity.

Mr. and Mrs ¥illiam Lee Church Mae ihe orignui " Tigsd ihe bunuaiov- ui 145 Tarren
Sreg YWhich vas built in 1916. The architect and builder o the house are unknown, but it may
be that Mr. Church Tvo graduated from Rensdaer Pdytechnic Ingitute as a mechanical ad
hvdraulic engneer had some hand in its desgn. Beore comming to Neunon. Mr. Church Tavaked
far the firm a Wesunghouse Church and \err Campany o :{ev Yori:. ana then in Bogon for

L ocKwood-Green Campanv. iThe Lockwood-Green Campanv was respongbie for ihe desgn o
the Gamendl Campany buildings in Nemton Uppea Fails) He was d< Presdent tar aitme d the
Ambursan Hydraulic Congrucdion Camnpany o Bogton. Church and his wife Sarah had ane son.
Burr Alden Church who became a phatogrgpha and a niece MissDa Budl. a musc teechea ad
conoat pianig, who lived with them. The house is said to be desgned with proper accoudics
for the piano for the use o MissBudJ. Sarah Church died in 1922 within days o ther fiftieth
wadding anniver sary. William, who was hded as an "dd resdent” o Nemaon Centre died in
1927 a the age o 77. The early pidure d the house can be dated to the 1940s due to the Ral
Cross90n in the front window.
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Building Department Records 145 Warren Stregt
City Directories and Aliases VF-Jadkson Hometeed
NeK/a Graphic. 27 May 1927
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