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Town V'e'st N e wb u rv 

Address 154 Main S t ree t 

H i s t o r i c K'ame Samuel Chase House 

Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original re s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTIOH 

Date ^' ^̂ 5̂ 

SourC* V i s u a l A n a l y s i s , Benes, p . 66 

Style T r a n s i t i o n a l F i rs t /Second Period 

Architect 
unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric  

Outiiuil dings r,nno 

Major Altersticns (with dates) 2 9th c, 

rear leanto 

Condition under rennovation ~ 1986 

comoleted bv 1939 insDection 

Moved "° Dati n/a 

PCTB.—ce 
under 1 acre 

Setting village lot _ ^p^,^ ^^^^ 

main route - on la rge wooded and meadowlands 

p a r c e l , set back f rom road - l a t e 18th i n d 

e a r l y to mid 19th c. r e s i d e n t i a l surrounds 

Recorded by J . Kyprianos 

O r g a n i z a t i o n Boston U n i v e r s i t v 

1:25,000 D3te May 19S6 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Chase House r e t a i n s I n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , d e s i g n , m a t e r i a l s , 
workmanship and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t embodies i n i t s type of c o n s t r u c t i o n 
and d e c o r a t i v e f i n i s h i m p o r t a n t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the t r a n s i t i o n from 
F i r s t P e r i o d t o Second P e r i o d p l a n n i n g , making i t e l i g i b l e under 
C r i t e r i o n C. Moreover, i t i s one of the key b u i l d i n g s i n a s m a l l group 
of s i x known houses of t h i s type i n the Merrimack V a l l e y between c.1700 
and 1720. T r a d i t i o n a l l y , the b r i c k s were made i n the yard of the house 
, i n t h i s case presumably by Chase h i m s e l f , who i s l i s t e d here on a 
1729 map. But, a c c o r d i n g t o one r e c e n t s c h o l a r , " t h e s t y l e r e p r e s e n t s 
a s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y house type s u s t a i n e d by one or s e v e r a l 
p r o f e s s i o n a l l y a s s o c i a t e d h o u s e w r i g h t s l i v i n g on both sides of the 
Merrimack R i v e r . " (Benes, 1986). Among t h i s group i s the Peaslee 
G a r r i s o n i n Rock V i l l a g e , H a v e r h i l l . (Cummings, 1979). The r a r i t y of 
these b r i c k houses i n the F i r s t P e r i o d makes the Chase House of gr e a t 
s i g n i f i c a n c e i n h e l p i n g i n c r e a s e our u n d e r s t a n d i n g of changing c r a f t 
t r a d i t i o n s and domestic p l a n n i n g i n the e a r l y e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y . For 
t h i s reason i t a l s o q u a l i f i e s under C r i t e r i o n D f o r the i n f o r m a t i o n i t 
may c o n t i n u e t o y i e l d . 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Samuel Chase House, b u i l t c. 1715 i s a seven bay, two s t o r y , 
c e n t r a l - h a l l p l a n , b r i c k house w i t h gable r o o f . O r i g i n a l l y i t had 
f i r e p l a c e s i n the gable ends, a l t h o u g h l a t e r a l t e r a t i o n s c r e a t e d two 
new chimney s t a c k s i n s e t from both ends i n the r e a r slope of the r o o f . 
During the 19th c e n t u r y a wooden r e a r l e a n t o w i t h Beverly j o g t o the 
l e f t s i d e was added t o the house. Having undergone r e s t o r a t i o n and 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n i n 1986, the house has a much a l t e r e d f e n e s t r a t i o n as a 
r e s u l t of l a t e r 18th and 19th c e n t u r y changes. The f r o n t facade now 
e x h i b i t s a f i v e - p a r t c o m p o s i t i o n w i t h p a i r e d windows on e i t h e r s i d e of 
the h a l l w a y and e n t r a n c e a t both s t o r i e s set i n from the gable ends. 
The lower s t o r y windows are a r c u a t e d ; the upper s t o r y are f i a t headed. 
I n the bla n k spaces, narrower a r c u a t e d window openings have l o n g been 
b r i c k e d up and covered w i t h ^ s t u c c o scored i n s i m u l a t i o n of a s h l a r . On 
the gable t o the l e f t of the f r o n t e n t r a n c e , r e c e n t removal of a l a t e r 
s i d e porch shows t h a t the b e l t course c o n t i n u e s across the ends as i t 
does at the j o i s t l e v e l between t he two f l o o r s . Two small a t t i c window 
openings ( 1 8 " x 24") on t h i s east gable end s u r v i v e ; s i m i l a r openings 
on t he o p p o s i t e gable were r e p l a c e d by a l a t e r c e n t e r e d sash. Across 
the r e a r w a i l , r e c e n t r e n o v a t i o n has exposed the o r i g i n a l r e a r 
f e n e s t r a t i o n which seems t o have n e a r l y matched the f r o n t f acade. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The Chase House e x h i b i t s s e v e r a l key f e a t u r e s of the t r a n s i t i o n t o 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Georgian house p l a n n i n g w i t h i n t h e e a r l i e r c o n s t r u c t i o n and d e c o r a t i v e 
t r a d i t i o n s of the F i r s t P e r i o d . I t i s of b r i c k l a i d i n E n g l i s h bond. 
While the east f i r s t f l o o r room and the chamber above i t are p l a s t e r e d 
at the c e i l i n g as w e l l as the w a i l s , the rooms on the west s i d e r e t a i n 
exposed t i e beams from f r o n t t o r e a r at both s t o r i e s . Those at the 
second s t o r y mimic the r a f t e r p a t t e r n of the p r i n c i p a l and p u r l i n ^ o o t , 
r u n n i n g 52", 78", 78", 92", 78", 78", 52", across the i n t e r i o r . The 
o u t e r bays r e f l e c t the o r i g i n a l chimney d e p t h , a p p a r e n t l y w i t h s i d e 
c l o s e t s l i t by now blocked windows. The two i n t e r i o r room spaces then 
have two "summer beams" r u n n i n g p a r a l l e l 78" a p a r t and a c e n t r a l 
h a llway of some 7' wide w i t h arched door openings at both ends. The 
c e n t r a l h a l l w a y e x h i b i t s a new s t r a i g h t run s t a i r c a s e , w i t h s h o r t 
t u r n e d b a l u s t e r s on a c l o s e d s t r i n g and a 39" newel p o s t , capped w i t h a 
red pine molded h a n d r a i l s i m i l a r t o t h a t known t o be i n the Peaslee 

' G a r r i s o n . I n t h e f i r s t f l o o r west room the 12"-13" beams are decorated 
w i t h narrow f l a t chamfers ending i n 2.5" long lamb's tongues. On the 
second s t o r y the beams are each 11" wide, decora t e d w i t h a d e l i c a t e 
r e v e r s e cyma w i t h o u t s t o p r u n n i n g the e n t i r e l e n g t h of the beams. 

REFERENCES 

• Abbott L o w e l i Cummings, Framed Houses of Massachusetts Bay Colony, 

1625-1725 , p.145. 

Benes, P. Old Town and the W a t e r s i d e , p.66 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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