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1. Name of Property
historic name Herring Motor Car Company Building

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number _110 West 10" Street [N/A] not for publication
city or town Des Moines [N/A] vicinity
state lowa code _lA county Polk code _ 153 zip code
50309

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this [ X] nomination
[] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register
of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the
property [X] meets [_] does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

[_] nationally [_] statewide [X] locally. {[_] see continuation sheet for additional comments).

o Gy 0 Lobin 26 2004

Signature of certifying official/Title Date
SIRE SOCIETY OF IOWA

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. ([_] See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Natlo{al Park Service Certification éf M ‘ 1 i

hereb&}cllmfy that the property is:
ntered in the National Register.
[] See continuation sheet.
[] determined eligible for the
National Register.
[ ] See continuation sheet.
[_] determined not eligible for the
National Register.
[] removed from the National
Register.
L] other, {explain:)
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Name of Property County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
X] private [X] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[] public-local [] district 1 (0] buildings
L] public-State [] site
L] public-Federal [] structure sites
[ ] object
structures
objects
1 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) in the National Register
N/A 0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
Commerce/Trade: Specialty Store ____Domestic/Multiple Dwelling

Commerce/Trade:Warehouse

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
Late 19" & Early 20" Century Revivals: Classical Revival foundation _concrete

walls brick

roof asphalt
other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Herring Motor Car Company Building
Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

{Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

[X] A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

[_] B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[X] € Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[_] D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)
Property is:

[L] A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

[L] B removed from its original location.

{_] € a birthplace or grave.

[ 1 D a cemetery.

[] E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
L] F a commemorative property.

L] G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography

Polk County, lowa
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Commerce

Architecture

Period of Significance
1912-1933

Significant Dates
1912

1913

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Proudfoot, Bird & Rawson
Unknown Builder

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[_] preliminary determination of individual listing
(36 CFR 67) has been requested

[] previously listed in the National Register

L] previously determined eligible by the National
Register

[ ] designated a National Historic Landmark

[] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

[L] recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary location of additional data:
[ X] State Historic Preservation Office
[] Other State agency
[] Federal agency
] Local government
] University
L] Other
Name of repository: #
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Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property  less than one acre

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1[1]1 5] [4]14]7]1516]0] [4]16]0]3]6]10]0] 2[ 1 1 L1 1111101111171

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

s[ 11 0111111011713 711711 4l 110111 1110117117171

[] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
{Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title James E. Jacobsen

organization __History Pays! Historic Preservation Consulting Firm date _ October 22, 2004
street & number _4411 Ingersoll Avenue telephone _ 515-274-3625
city or town Des Moines state __ 1A zip code __50312-2415

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the complete form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
{Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name 10th Street Lofts, L.L.L.P.
street & number _ 6932 Lakeshore Drive telephone (214) 763-8272
city or town Dallas state __Texas zip code _75214

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. Narrative Description:

Summary Description:

The Herring Motor Car Company Building (1912, 1913) is a six-story brick veneer commercial building on a
concrete frame, ornamented with Classical Revival detailing that reflects its automotive purposes. The building is
located along the western edge of the Des Moines downtown proper (commercial buildings in excess of two stories in
height), and its fagade is oriented to the east.

The Herring Building occupies all but the rearmost 12 feet of its lot and it fronts on West 10™ Street. Its setting
is somewhat unusual inasmuch as it is flanked by narrow private alleyways and both of its sidewalls were originally
fully fenestrated.

The original building was designed by Iowa’s most notable architectural firm, Proudfoot, Bird and Rawson.

Within a few months of its construction, the original four-story design was redesigned with two more floors being
added, the original parapet being raised or relocated atop the enlarged building.

Exterior Elements:

The primary fagade is simply laid out with five identical intervening floors set between the distinctive ground
floor and parapet front. That front, veneered with a dark brown brick, is wrapped around both front corners. The
fagade fenestration pattern consists of matching vertical rows of single-window stairwell openings (this fenestration
effect is for the purpose of symmetry, the only front stairwell being in the northeast corner or right hand side of the
fagade) set inside each corner, with three vertical rows of rectangular openings comprising the center of the front.
These and the wall plane, are slightly recessed relative to the stairwell outer bays and two pilaster rows separate the
three rows.

The storefront level consists of two ornamental white terra cotta doorways that are set into each of the front
corners. Three large store windows with prism light transoms separate the two openings. A raised white terra cotta
base runs the full width of the ground floor and forms raised piers for the two central pilasters. Originally the south
entrance was a garage door, while the north one was a double door pedestrian entrance. As a tribute to the narrow
dimensions of the early Ford automobiles, both openings are exactly the same width.

The original design, just four stories high, presented a lower and broader silhouette and the prominent parapet
front played an important role in presenting this effect. The parapet features a broad projecting white terra cotta
cornice that runs just below the coping line. A thin terra cotta beltcourse runs below this cornice line and marks the
base of the parapet front. Eight vertical terra cotta pilasters begin just below this line, intersect the cornice and
terminate at the coping. These pilasters are located on each of the outer or corner bays of the parapet, with two
pilasters being placed on the sidewalls. The center of the parapet consists of a long, low triangular pediment that caps
the center three bays of the fagade. Originally a prominent flagpole was centered on the parapet front. Two short terra
cotta pilasters with chevron brick panel inserts cover the uppermost window level pilasters on the fagade, below the
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parapet. The fagade windows featured 3/3 vertical lights in both of the sash, an unusual feature, and the transoms
above each of the entrances had transoms comprised of vertical lights. These vertical lines supplemented the visual
effect of the centered pilaster lines.

The terra-cotta entry surrounds are the most visually striking facade features. The surrounds consist in the
main of alternating rows of narrow and tall vertical blocks, the former forming a rowlock effect. The narrow courses
mark the cap of metal rounded bumpers set into the south garage door, as well as the upper level of the terra cotta
base. The lines of the entrances mirror the form of the parapet with simple low profile centered gables flanked by
square cut corner or end blocks. Twin fluted curved terra cotta brackets with triple pendant bases support a cornice in
each of the entrances. This cornice features a distinctive alternating pattern of terra cotta automobile tires and
headlights, reflecting the original purpose of the building.

The parapet is the second striking feature of the fagade design and represents a strong horizontal component
that is otherwise absent in the design. The horizontal lines are three, the parapet cap, the broadly projecting square-cut
cornice, and a plain narrow beltcourse that defines the base of the parapet. All three are executed in white terra-cotta.
The parapet front is pedimented with a low-angled, elongated front. The three horizontal trim lines are interlaced with
broad vertical terra-cotta "brackets" which run the full depth of the parapet. There are two on each sidewall, where the
facade design elements are continued across the front bay. These elements mirror the design used in the entry
brackets, both are fluted and feature triangular pendant bases, those on the parapet have a chevron treatment, those on
the entrances three pendants having a triangular form. Like the entrance cornices, an automobile tire design is used as
a roundel at the intersection point of the pilasters and cornice. Also like the entrances, the pilaster caps are composed
of plain terra cotta blocks. Two more are centered atop each of the front side bays. Each of these is dominated by a
fluted, pointed bracket that supports the cornice. A raised roundel on the cornice caps the intersection with each
horizontal band. Intervening brick work within the parapet face is laid in stackbond fashion with header bricks.
Darker bricks are laid in a checkerboard fashion within the panels.

The sidewalls are divided into five structural bays by the exposed concrete frame and each opening was
infilled with a brick base wall and a band of four rectangular metal sash industrial windows (removed and infilled with
concrete block, now being replaced with similar metal windows). Alternating window sets were louvered for
ventilation. Each set contained 20 12x16 glass lights. This same basic fenestration pattern was employed on the
side and rear walls, save for those bays that included elevators, stairwells or chimneys. Plain cast concrete sills
were used in lieu of terra-cotta sills originally proposed by the architects. The back wall (west) matched the sidewall
pattern, was covered with an insulating stucco board product (EFIS). The resulting stucco covering was painted with
alternating narrow brown bands and broader cream colored ones. This covering could not be completely removed
and has been retained. Its original fenestration is being restored and the exterior wall will be painted a dark brown
to match the building’s brickwork. Two freight doors, the largest one located at the base of the primary freight
elevator in the southwest corner of the plan, and the stairwell exit door, were on the ground floor of the rear wall.
The larger freight door and the stairwell entry have been retained. Two elevator penthouses and a metal chimney
interrupt the roof profile. The principal freight elevator occupies the southwest corner and its west back wall is set
flush with that same west wall plane. The secondary elevator is similarly set along the outer north sidewall in the
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third bay from the rear of the plan. The metal chimney projected from the northwest corner of the roof but it has
been removed.

Interior Elements:

The rectangular floor plan consists of six structural bays arranged east/west and three bays north/south.
Mushroom columns with square caps provide internal support on the lower, original four floors. The columns on the
upper two floors are square cut and reduced in scale. Little original interior or related details survive. Today the
space consists of offices constructed of drywall and areas of vertical shelving and other storage. The bulk of this
finishing was accomplished in the 1970s. The basement contains the majority of surviving tile wall sub-divisions.
Four rooms are located in the northwest corner of the basement. The secondary freight elevator shell remains but a
smaller passenger elevator has replaced the original elevator. The primary freight elevator remains intact and
overhead fireproof metal doors cover its opening on each floor. The only original interior components are a marble-
lined entry hall and two sets of metal staircases (northeast and southwest corners), all of which were retained.

Previous alterations include the removal of nearly all original window infills, the replacement over time of the
original front offices, stock, assembly and display areas, and the covering of the rear wall and the elimination of one
original freight elevator.

The original architects designed two additional stories in 1913, along with some minor interior alterations in
1917 and 1920. The building was first converted to multiple-tenant use, presumably with interior subdivisions in
1944 when Look Magazine acquired it. The catwalk connection to the former Standard Glass & Paint Building
adjacent to the north dated to 1944. The EFIS was installed in 1981 on the back wall when the building was owned by
Communications Data Services. The present owner acquired this building and the one immediately to the north in
2004 and is converting them into apartments, loft units on the ground floor. Demolition work involved removing
framed drywall partitions, raised wooden floors, and replaceing and reducing the shaft of the freight elevator.
Construction work involved converting the basement to storage, exercise and laundry purposes, and in dividing the
open floors into apartments. Restoration work involves restoring the rear windows, restoring the blocked in side and
rear windows, restoring the fagade fenestration and display windows, and cleaning and restoring the terra
cottaornament on the entries and parapet front.
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8. Significance Statement:

The Herring MotorCar Company building is individually eligible for the National Register of Historic Places
on the local level under Criterion A, commerce and Criterion C, architecture. As a significant commercial firm, the
company was the most significant automobile assembly sales and supply company in Des Moines at a time when that
city played a central role as the sales distribution center for the state and region. The success of Herring Motor
Company is attested to by its impressive 1915 claim that it had "sold and delivered more Automobiles than any other
one Automobile agency in the United States." Founded in 1905, the company was sufficiently successful that it could
build this four-story auto assembly, sales and parts warehouse in 1912, was forced to add two stories to it within a
year, and then construct an even larger six-story auto department store in 1917. It added a very substantial motor oil
distribution complex in 1913 and opened branch agencies in Atlantic and Waterloo. Clyde Herring was a friend of
Henry Ford and it was Ford who got him involved in selling his cars in Des Moines. At one time Herring controlled
the entire Iowa sales district for the Ford Motor Company. The personal Herring-Ford association brought about the
construction in 1916-17 of a large Ford auto assembly plant in Des Moines. The company's annual accessories show,
which coincided with the city's auto show, was "the only comprehensive display of accessory exhibits ever attempted
by a private firm." The Herring Firm survived until 1952, a rare feat in a period of rapid automotive trade
consolidation. The building is also significant under Criterion A, Commerce, for its role in the commercial
development of Des Moines’ west side downtown and the architecture of the city’s automotive retail/wholesale sector.

The company’s location at the then-western edge of the downtown proper was a major contribution to the rapid
development of a warehousing-industrial corridor along West 10™ Street, that began in 1910 and moved northward,
culminating in the building of the Hotel Fort Des Moines, a block north, in 1918. The building was the first
substantial warehouse/storefront building that was built expressly for the automotive industry and its scale and quality
of design reflected the emergence of the automobile as a profitable new commercial sector in the local and state
economy.

The Herring MotorCar Company building is eligible under Criterion C on the basis of its architectural
significance. The building is a well preserved and notable warehouse example of the design work of the architectural
firm of Proudfoot, Bird and Rawson. The design employed Classical Revival stylistic influences and its terra cotta
detailing includes automobile symbolism. The same architectural firm designed the original (1912) and then the
enlarged building (1913) in the years 1912-13 and later built a larger steel frame building for the Herring Motor
Company in 1917. The contrast in construction technology between these two designs marks the apparent turn of that
firm from using concrete for high-rise design to steel skeleton construction attests to the role played by the designers
in solving high building construction problems. The building is an early example of the brief linkage between the
developing automotive sales and service industry and the multi-story warehouse building form. While not a true
example of the automotive “department store” that was present in the city by 1917, this is the earliest and largest
automotive building constructed in the city. Symbolically it architecturally expresses the explosive growth and the
heady success of the industry in its earliest years. After 1918, new auto-related buildings in the city would be no taller
than three stories.
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Architectural Significance:

The building is architecturally significant due to its blending of warehouse function and commercial design, its
style, and its association with the notable architectural design firm of Proudfoot, Bird and Rawson. In terms of
function, this is the earliest substantial Des Moines building that was designed for the purpose of assembling
automobiles and storing and selling automotive accessories. The design represents the transition between the
popularity of tall warehouse-like commercial buildings and the lower profile automotive buildings that soon followed,
the latter being a reduced standard two or a mere single story in height. The design established the briefly popular
automotive department store, wherein an entire six-stories were committed to the complete range of automobile sales
and service (from filling station to auto sales). While this example, even without its additional two stories, was not
deemed a true example of the automobile department store (these were the second Herring building, altered beyond
recognition, 1917, and the Clemens Automobile Company building, 204 West 10", 1916) it established the model for
those nearby successors. This first Herring building plan included an interior auto ramp (non-extant) from the front to
the back of the plan, a large freight elevator that moved assembled automobiles from the upper-level assemblage
rooms to the ground level display area, a story-and-a-half mezzanine and display room, and clearspan floors. The use
of reinforced concrete frame construction in the early large commercial buildings on West 10" Street is of some
interest. All of the buildings built through 1913 used this building technique, although by 1917, steel frame
construction was the technique of choice. The context for this transition is unexplored but it is interesting that
architectural firms like Proudfoot, Bird & Rawson, could readily use either building technique. The second Herring
building, designed by the same firm, and also of six stories, utilized a steel skeleton rather than a reinforced concrete

one.

Reinforced concrete was just coming into its own as the principal framing material for larger buildings
as of 1912. The Plain Talk newspaper observed

Des Moines is putting up some immense buildings, towering hundreds of feet above our streets, and
these in the main part are of reinforced concrete. Nearly every sort of building in this country is using
this wonderful material, which is not new by any means; for it was used by the ancient Romans and the
more ancient Egyptians...Our own builders today are wise to use the best material they can find; for
Des Moines, in time,will have no reason to be ashamed of the buildings put up during 1912 and the
years to follow. Every builder of this city is to be congratulated on the work he is doing; for the
buildings will remain as monuments to their enterprise, sagacity, and skill (Plain Talk, October 24,
1912).

The distinctive stylistic feature of the design is the elaborate allowance of ornamental terra cotta on the base
and parapet or “capital.” The building represents the tri-partite base, shaft and capital of the Classical form. It is
noteworthy that the upper level terra cotta was simply reused when two intermediate stories were added in 1913. The
use of automotive motifs, wheels and headlights, in the terra cotta design is unusual and it bespeaks the confidance of
the Herring Motor Company that they could risk “typing” the building’s style with a particular commercial theme.
This example combines these automotive themes with the Classical Revival form. The important distinction is that
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the Terra Cotta work remains highly classical in its form, although the banding and geometrical layout of the parapet
ornamentation is suggestive of what was to come.

The architectural design firm of Proudfoot, Bird & Rawson is readily recognized as lowa’s premier
architectural partnership. The design of this building came soon after Hallett & Rawson became Proudfoot, Bird &
Rawson in 1910. The firm dominated architectural design in Iowa for 30 years and its offices served as the point of
entry for innumerable architects who later had distinqushing careers. Architectural historian Wesley Shank terms the
firm “Iowa’s preeminent early-twentieth-century architectural firm” (Shank, p. 127; Long).

Early Site History and Commercial Development:

The Des Moines downtown proper gradually expanded northwest from its riverfront starting point along Court
Avenue. By ¢.1910 it had broadened west somewhat but its principal line of expansion, particularly of its major
buildings, was along Walnut Street and Sixth Street remained the center point of lowa’s tallest buildings (the State’s
tallest “skyscraper,” the Hippee Building, at Mulberry and Sixth, was built in mid-1913, and the state’s three tallest
buildings were all on Sixth between Locust and Mulberry as of 1912). Beginning at that time, a range of massive
warehouse-type buildings began to be built along the west side of West 10™ Street, immediately north of Cherry
Street. The National Biscuit Company Building (100 West 10™) was the first. This building followed in 1912 and
was immediately expanded a year later by two more stories. The Standard Glass & Paint Company (112 West 10",
four stories), immediately north of this building, followed in 1913. Four years later the trend re-started and tall
buildings arose across the street to the east (second Herring building, 1917), and to the north of Mulberry Street
(Clemens Automobile Company, 1916, Hotel Fort Des Moines, 1918). This development displaced residential land
uses but the point of interest is in its choice of location. Commercial development bypassed several blocks and leaped
westward. Another point of interest is the intensity of the development, being expressed in very massive edifices. For
many years the opposite side of West 10™ remained residential in character. In terms of community planning, this
development foreshadowed both the westward extension of the downtown directly west, but the Herring building was
the first to designate the west end of the downtown as the “motor district” of the city. The Des Moines Magazine
made the following observation in response to the announcement that the Clemens brothers would build a second
automotive building on 10™ Street in 1916:

It is perhaps appropriate that this, the second big motor car home and headquarters for Iowa
distribution should be almost alongside the first — the Herring Motor Company — and near at hand to
what will shortly be the third accession to the ranks of the larger houses — the Studebaker
Corporation...The location of these three big concerns above mentioned — Herring Motor Company,
Clemens Automobile Company and Studebaker Corporation — mark fairly well the new motor district.

The year 1912 was an explosive one for downtown growth. The total investment downtown was $6 million and 39
stories of office building floorspace were constructed (Capital, May 24, 1912; Tribune, December 24, 1912).
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Architect’s (Proudfoot, Bird & Rawson) elevation drawings, north and east frontages, left and right respectively,
(Register & Leader, June 30, 1912)
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Clyde L. Herring:

Clyde LaVerne Herring (1879-1945), the founder of the Herring Motor Car Company, was an important
commercial figure in the early automotive history of Iowa and particularly Des Moines. Herring’s career is the stuff
of the Horatio Alger mythos. He was born in Michigan, saw uneventful military service in the Spanish American
War, worked as a jeweler as a young man for $12 a week, relocated to Detroit still in that trade, and aledgedly became
acquainted with Henry Ford in that capacity.' His health declining, he moved his family to Colorado to restore his
health and he unsuccessfully tried to raise cattle. He relocated to southwest Iowa (Cass County) to improve his
chances in cattle raising. In Herring’s words (1932) “I decided to see if Henry [Ford] would sell me one at a
wholesale price. In order to get that price I had to take a carload and the agency for western Iowa. [ wasn’t interested
in that agency. I only wanted a car for myself. [ was a farmer.” Herring sold the other cars in one afternoon and
pocketed $300 “and that was the end of farming for me” he concluded. Herring was quoted in 1932 to the effect that
“I learned long ago that it took no more energy to sell a corner lot than a shoestring and the first deal makes a lot more
money.” He established the Atlantic Automobile Company in 1908 (Des Moines News, September 3, 1920; Men and
Women of Iowa Biographies, Vol. 5, unattributed newspaper article, January 27, 1922; Register, December 11, 1932).

In 1910 Herring was awarded the Ford agency for all of Iowa and this brought him to Des Moines to expand
his business his surplus capital totalled $17,000. He rapidly established branch storefronts in other cities, most
notably Waterloo in the fall of 1911 (titled Repass Automobile Company). His estate was soon estimated at two to
three million dollars and this money he reinvested in Des Moines real estate. He constructed an oil sales and storage
department for his business, an apartment block, and other buildings. He was active in community improvement. He
was the first leader to recognize the value of aviation and established the first air field in the city in 1919 and a plane
from his airfield made the first flight between the capitols of lowa and Nebraska (Merle Hay and Douglas) (Horseless
Age, November 1, 1911; Tribune, December 9, 1932).

! Herring named his third son, Clyde Edsel Herring (1916-76), for Edsel Ford, son of Henry Ford (Register, December 11, 1932),
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Great Depression. Concerning his financial deflation due to the Depression, Herring simply stated ...I took this
depression on the chin just like everyone else...You can see why I want taxes down” (Register, September 16, 1945).

During the mid-1920s Herring was a key Democratic party operative, serving as a national committeeman
1924-28 and he became acquainted with many national party leaders. His political fortunes reversed with his election
victories as governor in 1932 and 1934, and he served in that office 1933-37. He won a special election to the United
States Senate in 1936 and served 1937-43. He was defeated for re-election in 1942 but received an appointment as
senior assistant adminstrator in the Office of Price Administration in February 1943.> He was the only lowa Democrat
to serve both as governor and U. S. Senator and the first Democratic governor in 40 years. As governor Herring
responded to the “Milk Wars” of 1932, was the originator of the famous “Floyd of Rosedale” University of Jowa
prized hog prize tradition, and created the Iowa Conservation Commission through reorganization. As a senator,
Herring was a strong supporter of President Roosevelt’s New Deal but was also instrumental in defeating the
president’s efforts to “pack” the Supreme Court (Register, September 16, 1945; Tribune, December 9, 1932).

In 1916, the Des Moines Tribune traced the parallel careers of two very successful municipal commercial
leaders, Clyde Herring and E. T. Meredith (a close personal friend of Herring), the succesful Des Moines publisher.
Both spent their early lives on farms, and the two actually became acquaintances in Atlantic, lowa. Meredith got to
Des Moines first, in 1892, Herring followed in 1910. Both established businesses which were each valued at $4
million by 1916, with annual profits of $100,000. Both businesses had “social and study” clubs for its employees.
Meredith employed 250 persons, Herring 220 employees. Meredith’s employees received a $40 watch after five years
of service and an annual extra week’s salary. Herring’s workers could buy company stock at book value after half a
year’s service, one share for each six months of employment. Herring adopted Henry Ford’s $5 a day pay scale from
the start. Employees “were remembered at Christmas.” Both firms offered a minimum pay rate for their female
emloyees, $7 weekly at Meredith, $10 at the Herring Company. Both men served as bank directors, Herring being
affiliated with the Des Moines National and Iowa National banks. Both served as president of the Greater Des Moines
Committee, on the Chamber of Commerce board of directors. Both built their own large houses, Herring’s being on
37" Street. Both men were Democrats and prohibitionists (7ribune, November 30, 1916).

Several other properties are associated with Clyde Herring’s life. His personal residence, the former home of
Arthur Reynolds, located at 180 37™ Street in Des Moines, was his home from 1915 onwards. Herring built a large
greenhouse and was noted for giving away thousands of plants each year to city residents. He lived there during his
tenure as governor. His funeral was held at the house in 1945. The house has been determined to be National Register
eligible for its architectural merit and its historical association with Herring. Herring maintained his private office in
his second Herring Motor Company building (across the street from the subject building), located at 10" and
Mulberry, until 1933. The office is presumably altered or non-extant and the building itself is too altered for National

2 Herring resigned this position the following November, briefly returned to Des Moines where he returned to his automotive business
according to one account. His principal residence remained in Washington D.C. and he suffered an initial heart attack while visiting in Des
Moines during the summer of 1945. A son Lawrence Herring (1907-43) had died in late 1943, his own father had died just the previous
January and his son, Clyde Edsel Herring, had been released from a German prisoner-of-war camp in March (Register, September 16, 1945;
Tribune, October 23, 1943; http://bioguide.congress.gov).
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Register eligibility. Herring also lived in Suite 130, Mayflower Apartments in Washington, D.C. beginning in 1937
and his apartment there was “where much Iowa political history was made” according to the Des Moines Register
(Register, September 16, 1945).

The Herring Motor Car Company:

The success of the company rested as much on Clyde Herring’s managerial skills as it did on the competent
lieutenants who were long associated with him in his automotive business. A local newspaper addressed Herring’s
entrepreneurial skill in early 1922, stating “He has made organization a fetish. He has surrounded himself with able,
capable employes, he has given them responsibility, and, while he is in close touch with all details of his business, he
has allowed his executives enough leeway to prove their own worth.” While still in Atlantic in his first automotive
firm, Herring established contacts with a number of local individuals whom and he brought with him when he
relocated to Des Moines in April 1910. Key among these partners was William Edward Wissler (1882-¢.1953).
Wissler was a brother-in-law and brought his two brothers, Lewis Lee Wissler (1884-1928) and L. L. Wissler into
prominent managerial positions within the Herring Motor Car Company and its successor firm, the Herring-Wissler
Automotive Company. William E. Wissler was the one with a banking background in Atlantic and he would serve as
secretary and general manager of the Herring Motor Car Company from 1911-26, and as vice president and general
manager of Herring-Wissler from 1926 until its closing in 1953. Almost to the man, these key partners were of a
Republican persuasion, in sharp contrast to Herring. Morgan John Alexander (1876-1940+) was a Detroit Business
College graduate (1896) and also came to Des Moines with Herring, having worked for the Atlantic Automobile
Company 1909-10. He was company secretary until 1926 and then treasurer through 1940. It was endemic to the
developing automotive sales industry that partnerships would fail and subordinates would be enticed away or left to
form their own firms. Herring’s company was most unusual for the longevity and loyalty of his key managers. Just
two exceptions were found. Canadian-born Algernon R. Rockwell (1887-1929+) managed new auto sales for Herring
from 1910-22, left to join Walter E. Heller Company, and by 1927 headed his own Rockwell Motor Company. Fred
H. Hunter and LeLand Windsor left in early 1915, forming the Winton Car Agency. Hunter later served as city
mayor. The architects provided private offices in the new building for Herring, Rockwell and William E. Wissler
(Who's Who in Iowa, 1940, p. 1024; Tribune-Capital, October 24, 1928; Who's Who in Des Moines, 1929, pp. 19,
138, 272; Businessmen of Iowa, 1953, pp. 794-95; Horseless Age, March 3, April 14, 1915).

The Herring Motor Company opened a auto sales and repair storefront at 912-14 Locust Street in early
February 1910. The original storefront, at 912 Locust, measured just S0x150 feet. The firm held the city agency for
Ford and Premier automobiles. Branch offices were located at Atlantic and Council Bluffs, Iowa. The Ford
automobile immediately enjoyed “considerable favor” in Des Moines and the company was able to make “an
unusually large number of deliveries” within its market area. The company purchased Campbell Automobile
Company in early October 1910 (Horseless Age, February 9, April 13, October 5, 1910, Register & Leader, October 9,
1910).
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By late 1920 the company was doing an annual business of $10,000,000 and it was thriving even as
competitors failed or consolidated. The two buildings continued to house the firm and a 70-man sales force covered
Iowa, Nebraska, Missouri, South Dakota and Kansas. The fundamental problem that confronted Herring was the
whittling away of his market area by the Ford Company. Herring remained a close friend of Henry Ford and was
sufficiently a confidant that he would disagree and even challenge Ford on some of his pet schemes, including Ford’s
pre-World War I peace ship initiative and Ford’s anti-Semitic tendencies. The Ford Company changed its marketing
strategy, replacing broad territorial agencies with branch offices. Herring lost the wholesale statewide agency shortly
after World War I and was reduced to retail trade. A 1922 newspaper recounted the struggle on Herring’s part to
retain his market, “First Herring had a large slice of territory in which he was sole distributor. Then this territory was
sub-divided. At one time Herring had the exclusive agency for Polk co[unty]. Then even that was sub-divided. Later
he got the county rights back again. Today there are several dealers in this territory.” By 1926, Herring was getting
out of auto sales and was concentrating on wholesale and retail automobile accessories. The company reorganized as
the Herring-Wissler Automotive Company. Herring continued as president but his partner, William E. Wissler was
both vice president and manager, and appears to have been largely running the firm. The oil department located at gth
and Murphy streets was retained (Des Moines News, September 3, 1920; unidentified newspaper, January 27, 1922).

Just after the war, Herring established Herring Field at Merle Hay and Douglas, and started an airplane
division that sold 32 Canadian-built Jenny ex-war planes during the 18 months the company and airfield operated.
The Herring Motor Company marketed the closed airstrip as Aviation Park subdivision in 1927 (Register, May 30,
1927; December 11, 1932).

In mid-1931 the Herring-Wissler Company celebrated its 20" anniversary. The firm still could claim that it
had “grown to be one of the leading automotive jobbing houses in the United States, with a record of service second to
none in the industry.” The statistics, however, were telling. The salesman force was down to 18, other employees
numbered just 50 and the value of the stock was just $300,000. The company continued to offer its scientific garage
and shop equipment to dealers and garage operators. City directories last list the Herring-Wissler Auto Parts
Company at 106—8-10 West 10™ in 1931. The building remained vacant between 1933 and 1935. Herring-Wissler
relocated to 1212-14 Locust Street, where it was first listed in city directories as of 1933. The company’s oil
department remained in operation at its same location. By 1940 the firm had a filling station at its Locust Street
storefront and was primarily involved in wholesale auto supplies and accessories. Following Herring’s death in 1945,
Wissler became president and the company finally went out of business in 1953. The original Herring building was a
victim of the Great Depression as was Clyde Herring, who is said to have lost his personal fortune. The company lost
the building to Banker’s Life Insurance Company on January 10, 1933 (Long, City Directories; Register, June 28,
1931; Transfer Books).

Negbaur and Sons Rugs occupied the building as of 1937-39. Philip C. Wistorm, Jr. was at 110 West 10™ as
of 1939. As of 1941-43, Mohawk Carpet Mills, Renard Linoleum and Rug Company, and the Sloane-Blaben
Corporation (wholesale linoleum) were the tenant firms.
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10. Geographical Data:

Boundary Description:
Lot 2 and the north 35 feet of Lot 1, Block 19, H. M. Hoxie’s Addition, City of Des Moines.
Boundary Justification:

The Herring Motor Car Company Building occupies the lot historically associated with the building.
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Locational Map (the small arrow locates the property)
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Photographs:

Photographer: - James E. Jacobsen

Date: October 12, 2004

Negatives: Owner retains

Frame: Direction: Description

1 SW facade

2 NW lower fagade and entrances

3 w main entry surround detail (auto tires with wings, wheels or headlight motif)
4 SW parapet detail, side wall wrap-around

5 S parapet detail, north wall wrap-around, elevated perspective

6 W south side wall

7 NE rear (west) wall, elevator stack (EFIS not yet painted dark brown)
8 SE same, elevated perspective, shows roof and north side wall



