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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (il known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The small village of Pall Mall in the Cumberland Mountains of
Tennessee is typical of the mountain towns of this area. It is
unique din that it was the home of Sgt. Alvin C. York, hero of
World War I. Located in.the "Valley of the Three Forks of the Wolf
River," Pall Mall was the home of York from his birth until his
death, and the only time he spent away from there was during his
service. in the War. The Sgt. York Historic Area consists of several
remaining sites and buildings associated with his life, described
below. The numbers correspond to those on the attached USGS map.
(1) Erancis Asbury Williams House..This three-room log and frame

. house was the birthplace of Gracie Williams, who was to:become

§ the wife-of Sgt. York. It was here that York called upon

~ Gracie during their courting days. The original one-rocom log.
§ -portion was built shortly after 1800 by Francis A. Williams,

Q

& great-grandfather of Gracie Williams and one of the earliest
v. settlers in the valley. It is perhaps the oldest building
¥  remaining in Fentress Courty. The two-room frame addition
O was:added in the late 1800's
(2) John Frogge House. A two- story frame house with a stone

chimney on either end, this house was built about 1850 by
John Frogge, a lawyer and prominent citizen of the community.
The house has a two story front porch, with the top story

2} center of the community because of ‘its size, and because of
%/ Frogge's position as local lawyer. ' Because Pall Mall was

fr located several miles from the county seat, Jamestown, which
& could only be reached with great difficulty over sometimes
o impassable mountain roads, county court sessions were held in
.g“ the Frogge house from around 1850 to the 1920's. " It .was here
- ¥ . that Sgt. York attended to legal matters during the period

9 preceding his service in World War I.
(3) York Springs. York Springs, a brook-sized spring flowing from
" the base of a mountain, was the site. of the first settlement:

who came to the area in the late 18th century and lived there
until his death in 1849. Above the spring in the rock facing
S of the cliff is a large cave in which Conrad Pile lived for
% several months while he was building his cabin just a few
ﬁ? yards west. In this cabin, now razed, was born Sgt. York.
Y- - York's father was a blacksmith and for a while had his shop
9 in the cave in which York himself worked as a young man.
() Erasmus (Ras) Pile House. This two story Fframe house, typical
of those built by the upper middle class of rural Tennessee,
. was built about 1880. It was the home of Ras Pile, a descen-
@’dent of Conrad Pile. Across the road from the house stood
¢ the country store which Pile operated and which was the com-
¢ mnity gathering place. It was in this house that Gracie
S Williams dressed for her wedding with Alvin York, and from
C this house the wedding procession began to the rock ledge in
the woods several hundred yards to the north where the wedding

i took place.

covered by clapboard on the ends. This was an important social

in the area by Conrad Pile, great-great grandfather of Sgt. York,
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. funds were raised by York. He attended church services here

)that Alvin York, then considered a boisterous and woridly young

~army. After marrying Williams' -daughter, Pile lived here until

Marriage Rock. On this rock in the woods on June 7, 1919, Alvin
C. York and Gracie Williams were married by Governor A. H.
Roberts of Tennessee, It was shortly after his return from

the war, and Sgt. York was a national celebrity. York had
chosen this place for the wedding because it had been a favorite
meeting place of theirs during their courtship. Approximately
2,000 people attended the services, bringing food of all types
for a wedding feast. The food was spread upon long tables made
from wire stretched upon poles. It was near this location

that many of the famous shooting matches occurred.

York's Fivst House. Following their marriage, the Yorks lived
for several months with his mother in the house where York

was reared. This house, now gone, stood immediately to the
east of the log house in which York had been born. In 1920,
York built the small, one-story frame house just east of hlS
boyhood home. This was the first house of their own in which.
the Yorks lived following their marriage. They lived here '

for about two years.
‘Wolf River Methodist Church. It was while attending this church

man who engoyed his drinking and gambling, was converted. He
was active in religious activities here for many years until
York Chapel was built. The cemetery in which York and many
of the early settlers including the Piles and Williamses are
buried, is across the road from this church.

Wllllams—Plle House. This two—story frame house, one of the
largests in Pall Mall, was built in 1896 by Elijah Williams,
descendent of Francis Asbury Williams and a relative of Mrs,
York. Williams was a prosperous farmer and logger who had
extensive land holdings. One of Williams' daughters married
Rev, Rosier Pile, who was perhaps Sgt. York's closest friend.
It was he who counseled with York when York was deliberating
the issue of whether or not he could conscientiously enter the

his death. York was working on this farm when he left to go

to war, , .
Post Office. Built by York around 1920, this small one-story

frame and stone building was used by York as a general store
_which he operated for several years. He was influential in
having the Pall Mall post office moved into the building where

it remains today.
York Chapel. This small frame building was built in 1926 by York
to serve as a meeting place for the Church of Christ in Christian

Union which York and Pastor Pile had established. Most of the

until his death, and his funeral services were conducted from
this building,.

GPU 921.724
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«'/natlve stone, this building was erected in 1941-43 by York-

Sgt. York Home., A large, two-story frame house of the Tennessee
¢, vernacular style, this house was built in 1922. Funds were
‘raised by public subscription under the leadership of the

Dc»,other early settlers of the valley are buried.

York Bible School. A large, T-shaped bu1ld1ng consfructed of

from some of the proceeds of the movie based on his 1life., It
was his plan to establish a graded Bible school with regular -
sessions where children of all ages could be taught the Bible.
This plan never materialized. Until about 1960, summer sessions
were conduced by itinerant ministers. Approximately 100
people of all ages attended the sessions., The building is now
vacant. : ‘

York Grist Mill, Driven by water from the Wolf River, this
mill was -built by James Conley and William Rankin in 1880 and
operated by them until 1890. At that time it was bought by
Steve Pile and operated by him and his son until 1943, when it
was purchased by Sgt. York, who operated it until his health
failed in the 1960's. Both flour and corn meal were ground at
the mill, In 1968, the State of Tennessee purchased the mill,
It is now open as a museum and will be developed as a part of
the Pickett State Park.

Nashville Rotary Club and the Nashville Banner., Donations
from grateful citizens across Tennessee, as well as many from
other states, were collected. York lived here until his death
in 1964, and Mrs. York still resides here.

Sgt. York Grave. York is buried in the cemetery of the Wolf
River Methodist Church, where his ancestors and marny of the

GPo 901.082
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Sgt. York Historic Area encompassesthe relatively small ‘area
in whlch one of Termessee's greatest heroes was born and spent his

llfe . ‘.'. o ;ﬁ I

Alvin C. York was born in this valley on December 13, 1887. During
his youth, he was considered to be quite worldly, never refusing
either a drink or a fight. During this period of his life he
developed the expert marksmanship which was later to make him world
famous. He was known to be the best rifleman in the valley, winning
practically all the turkey shoots which were common at that.time.

"By 1915, York was a completely sincere and earnest religious convert.,
When Wbrld War I came along, he entertained honest scruples against
fighting and especially against taking life. On being drafted, he
went to Camp Gordon, Georgia, and was later granted leave to think
it out with himself as to where his greatest obligation lay. After
two days of wrestling with his conscience in thé mountains, he
came down to announce that he was g01ng to war.

It was in the Battle of the Argonne Forest on October 8 1918, that
York performed the feat that was to make him famous, Flndlng him-
self in the midst of enemy machine gun nests, York almost single
handed wiped out the German machine gun nests, killing 25 ‘men and
capturing 132 prisoners in the process. General John J. Pershing
described York as "the greatest soldier of the war." Marshall

Foch said that his accomplishment was the greatest by any private
soldiers of all the armies of Europe. He was awarded many decorations,
including the Congressional Medal of Honor and the French Croix de

Guerre with palm.

York returned to this country amid erthusiastic welcomes from the
people and from Congress and high officials. There were offered to
him contracts of various sorts, for lectures, personal ‘appearances,
and endorsements, that would have made him rich. He declined all
offers to commercialize his war achievements, and announced his
determination to devote the remainder of his life to the promotion
of better educational facilities for the young people of his beloved
mountains. As a result of his efforts, the York Industrial: Institutg
was begun at Jamestown, and he was for several years one of its
directors, giving liberally of his time to raise funds.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (cont.)

Money came to York in 1941 from a contract for the motion picture
rights to the story of his life, a picture that brought Gary Cooper
his first Academy Award for his portrayal of York. Continuing in. .
his determination to better the educational facilities for the
children of the area, York spent much of his money from the movie
to building a Bible school where he hoped that children of all ages

could be taught the Bible.

Using his influence, York worked to better the living conditions of
those in his valley. Among the improvements he helped to bring about |-
was & new highway to replace the mountain trail through Pall Mall, :
and a new post office. For the remainder of his life, York was the
central figure in his community, the person to whom the citizens
turned for help for all kinds of problems in their lives.

York thus was not only'a war hero, but a humanitarian who sought to
improve the living conditions of those around him. The area in which
he lived and worked is, therefore, a significant area. :

GPO 921.724




Cowan, Sam K., Sergeant York and His Peqplé tNew York and Loudon,

1922).

Skeyhill, Tom (Ed.),
Diary (New York, 1928).

LATITUDE AND LQNGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

Sergeant ork

InterV1ew with Mrs. Alvin C. York, March 8, 1973

lof
R

His Own Life Story and War

Nashville Bannef. June 8; 1919; Septembef 2, 1964,

AR
UDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LLESS THAN TEN ACRES

CORNER "LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Sgconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW . 360 ;32‘1\' L|_7n '8]_" ° 58 ,!Ll_o':n: 0 - i .‘. o - L o ) [ "
NE | 36° 33! 277 {84 ° 57 5L " oL
SE 36° 32' 437 (84 ° 56" y7 " :
sw 36e 32+ 23- 180 e 87 35 -
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED FROPERTY:. 680

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTI ES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPF'ING STATE OR COUN TY BOl.lNDAF!IE’c

] NAME AND TlTLE.
Herbert L. Harper, Dlrector of Eleld Serv1oeq

STATE: . e . .cooE | counTy’ U ¥ . CODE
H [ . s ) ._.'." . N . . . . - L
- B i .. . .
STATE: . . . . ver 2 .| CODE, | COUNTY: cooE
R L S U0 B B Y AP B P T
STATE: ' CODE | COUNTY: : : R : . CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: - ’ : o . CODE

ORGANIZATION
Temmessee Historical Commission

STREET AND NUMBER:

403 ° 7th Avenue, North

CITY OR TOWN‘

4Nashv1lle

?

As- the deszgnated State anxson Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservatlon Act of 1966 (Pubhc Law
89-665), I hereby nominate thxs property for mclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Seryxce The recommended
level of slgmhcance of this nomination xs

National {7 State (] ' Loqal‘ ‘0

STATE.

Title _Executive Director

g7

‘Tennessee Historical Commissi%n

SNOITLONWYLSNI

Tennessee

I hereby certxfy ‘that this property is mcluded in the
National Reg:.ster :

Y

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

" Date S N

ATTEST:

‘Keeper of The National Regislter

Date

Date /7/4(4/@/ VA4
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COMMON

Sgt. York Historic Area

AND/OR HISTORSC

2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
Tennessee Pentress Pall Mall
STREET AND NUMBER
3. PHOTO REFERENCE
DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT

PHOTO CREDIT

Herbert I.. Harper

I"TarchL 19773

Tennessee Historical Com.

4. IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Monument at Sgt. York!s burial place
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COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC

Sgt. York Historic

Area

NUMERIC CODE (Asalgned by NPS)

2. LOCATION

STATE

Tennessee

"|COUNTY

Fentress

TOWN

Pall Mall

STREET AND NUMBER

3. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHQTO CREDIT

Herbert L. Harper

DATE

March,

1973

NEGATIVE FILED AT

Tennessee Hlstorical Com.

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

East eleﬁation of Wolf River Methodist Church with cemetery
in foreground
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Sgt. York Historic Area
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NUMERIC CODE (Asaslgned by NPS)

2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
Tennessee Fentress Pall Mall
STREET AND NUMBER .
3. PHOTO REFERENCE
DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT

PHOTO CREDIT

Herbert L. Harper

March, 1973

Tennessee Historical Com.

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Rock ledge upon which Sgt. Alvin C. York and Gracie Williams
were married by Tennessee Governor A.H. Roberts
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1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)
Sgt. York Historic Area
2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN -
Tennessee Fentress Pall Mall
STREET AND NUMBER
3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHO_Td CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT
Herbert L. Harper March, 1973 = Tennessee Historical Com.

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Front and east elevations of York Chapel
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4UNlTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FORM 10-301 A NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

(o172 NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

1. NAME

COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)

Sgt. York Historic Area

2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
Tennessee Fentress Pall Mall

STREET AND NUMBER

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT
Herbert L. Harper March, 1973 Tennessee Historical Com.

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

View looking west toward the Francis Asbury Williams house

-7 . GPO 932.009
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH Fu .ol

(Type all enfries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

COMMON

Sgt. York Historic Area

AND/OR HISTORIC

NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)

2. LOCATION

STATE COUNTY TOWN
Tennessee Fentress Pall lMall

STREET AND NUMBER

3. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT DATE

Herbert .. Harper
4. IDENTIFICATION )

March, 1973

NEGATIVE FILED AT

Tennessee Historical Com.

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC,

Front elevation of the John Frogge house
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fe:g); 10-301 A ’ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
° NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PRQPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)
1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)

Sgt. York Historic Area

2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
Tennessee . FPentress Pall Mall

STREET AND NUMBER

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT

DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT

Herbert L. Harper March, 1973 . | Tennessee Historical Com.

4. IDENTIFICATION .
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Looking east toward York Springs, showing cave in upper
background
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(v-;c;_l;:’t 10-301 A e . NATIONAL .PARK SERVICE. .. " == -

NAT[ONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PR{JPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)
1. NAME .
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)
Sgt. York Historic Area
2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN

Tennessee Fentress Pall Mall
STREET AND NUMBER
3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT
Herbert L. Harper March, 19773 Tennessee Historical Com.

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Front elevation of York Grist Mill with wﬁlf River
in the background
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

1. NAME
COMMON

AND/OR HISTORIC

Sgt., York Historic Area

NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)

2. LOCATION
STATE ) COUNTY TOWN
Tennessee Fentress Pall Mall
STREET AND NUMBER -
3. PHOTO REFERENCE
FHQTO CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT
Herbert L. Harper March, 1973 Tennessee Historical Com.
4. |DENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Front and south end

. elevations of the Williams-Pile house
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

FORM 18-301 A
(e/72) )

1. NAME : :
COMMON . ) AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)

Sgt. York Historic Area
2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN

Tennessee Fentress Pall Mall

STREET AND NUMBER

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT DATE ) NEGATIVE FILED AT

Herbert I,.. Harper March, 1973 Tennessee Historical Com.

4. IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Front and north end elevations of the first house built
by Sgt. York after his marriage

GPO 932.009







Qurwwrirars
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© NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

1. NAME

COMMON

Sgt. York Historic Area

AND/OR HISTORIC

NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)

2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
Tennessee Fentress Pall Mall
STREET AND NUMBER .
3. PHOTO REFERENCE
DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT

PHOTO CREDIT

Herbert L. Harper

March, 1973

Tennessee Historicsasl

Com.

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Front elevation of Pall Mall post office
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all eniries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

1. NAME

COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC

Sgt. York Historic Area

NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)

2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
Tennessee Fentress Pall Mall

STREET AND NUMBER

3. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT DATE

Herbert L. Harper March, 1973

NEGATIVE FILED AT

Tennessee Historical Com,.

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Front and west end elevations of house in which Sgt. York lived

from 1922 until his death
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COMMON

Sgt. York Historic Area

AND/OR HISTORIC

NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)

2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
Tennessee Fentress Pall Mall
STREET AND NUMBER
3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT DATE

Herbert L. Harper

March, 1973

NEGATIVE FILED AT

4, IDENTIFICATION

Tennessee Historical Com.%

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

East elevation of York Bible School
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COMMON: Sgt, York Historic Area

STATE
Tennessee

COUNTY
Fentress

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

AND/OR HISTORIC:

CITY OR TOWN:

Pall Mall
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
Tennessee Wi Fentress )
SQURCE: . _
U.S.G.S. Map - Pall Mall Quadrangle
SCALE: 1:24000

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.
3. Lotitude and longitude reference.




