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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The A.B.C. Dodd House, built in 1910 of Prairie School Style, is a detached dwelling
located in an area of single-family houses and zoned R-2, GENERAL RESIDENCE. The
house, of wood=-frame construction, is two stories high plus attic space and basement.
In plan, the dwelling is basically a simple rectangle with approximate overall dimen-
sions of twenty-seven feet by thirty-two feet. The longer facade is oriented parallel
to the street frontage. Attached front and rear one-story porches visually relieve
the two-story building mass. The two-story house is capped by a gable roof with broad
overhang. The lower story porches have shallow pitched hip roofs which also have wide
overhanging soffits. The main entrance, located in the building's main facade and ad-
jacent to the front porch sidewall, has a small cantilevered hip roof that engages the
porch roof. The porches are of original enclosed design.

The upper story of the exterior walls and the end gables are clad with stained
wood shingles and are set apart from the lower story by a change of materials and ex-
pression. The lower story walls are clad with painted wood ship-lap siding and framed
by heavy wood trim. This trim has various profiles made up of wide pieces with smaller
applied pieces of mouldings to give relief. It is used to form the corner boards, the
horizontal string banding between the upper story shingles and lower story siding, and
to express a water table or base.

The stone basement foundation walls are not visible on the exterior. The windows
are wood casements. The roofs are covered with asphalt shingles. The brick chimney
is centrally located.

The only known exterior changes are gutter and roof shingle covering replacements.
The exterior colors closely approximate the original. The upper story wood shingles,
the roof fascias and soffit boards, and the wood trim are stained a reddish-brown hue.
The wood siding and casement windows are painted a warm yellow-ochre. The roof shingles
are green. The building is faithfully preserved.

Similarly, the interior remarkably retains most of the original design features
and exhibits many of the creative, stylistic elements of the Prairie School Movement.

The open and flowing first floor plan revolves around the centrally located fire-
place and core. The entry vestibule and stair hall, located at the side, permit pri-
vate access and circulation to various areas of the house. The first floor has a front
living room (functionally expanded by utilization of the enclosed front porch), dining
area and kitchen, with the enclosed rear porch used as a breakfast nook. The upper
story has three bedrooms and bath.

The central core includes a fireplace of expert brickwork, a built-in kitchen
cupboard and cabinets, and an engaged book cabinet of oak with glass doors which stops
short of the ceiling and serves as a space divider between the living and dining areas.
The interior walls and many of the ceilings have applied wood trim and ornamental de-
tail which create decorative wall and ceiling panelizations. The main stair is sepa-
rated from the hall by a decorative, built-in wood screen. All of the hardwood floors
throughout the house are intact. Except for the dining room chandelier, all of the
original integrally designed light fixtures are intact and functional. The most notable
of these are a living room ceiling light of creative design and decorative accent lights
incorporated into the living room ceiling moulding near the room corners. The original
plaster finishes in the living room and dining room have cracked and the surfaces have
recently been covered with wall covering of a neutral ''wheat'" color that closely re-
sembles the tint of the original plaster and complements the '‘natural' wood finishes.

(continued on continuation sheet)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The A.B.C. Dodd(1) House is an excellent example of the Prairie School Style. It

illustrates the social awareness and design principles of the Prairie School Movement
as applied to common and inexpensive housing. It is one of only two buildings in Iowa(z)
designed by Purcell and Elmslie, 3) important architects of the Movement who, along with
Frank Lloyd Wright, were leading exponents of Prairie School design.

The house was a prototype for the kind of 'everyman'' housing that the idealistic
architects hoped would be expressive of a true American style--a style representative
of American life and respectful of nature but with utilization of industrial technology.

The simplicity and fresh design of the house is illustrative of the Prairie School's
rejection of the prevalent architectural eclecticism of the time which borrowed styles
from other periods and cultures. This rethinking of architectural solutions was the
beginning of modern architecture.

The Dodd House designers, Purcell and Elmslie, worked for the great architect,
Louis Sullivan of Chicago, who was also the mentor of Frank Lloyd Wright. Like Wright,
the master of the modern movement, Purcell and Elmslie developed an open plan around a
central fireplace core. Unlike most of Wright's houses, which were generally irregular
in plan, the Dodd House was more tightly confined to the smaller and cheaper perimeter
of the basic square. .

Consistent with Prairie School practice, the exterior of the Dodd House has a
broad roof expanse that suggests a strong sense of shelter, and natural materials with
richly textured wood shingle upper story cladding and wood siding on the lower story,
The division of the exterior walls and the wide roof overhangs emphasize the horizontal
lines of the house. This horizontality is a typical Prairie School expression although
not as assertive or dynamic as in most of Wright's designs of that time. Other Prairie
School design features include the honest expression and richness of the natural ma-
terials, the use of casement windows, and the interior spatial and surface relationships.

The Prairie School's new approach to interior design included the flowing and Func-
tional plan; the use of wood trim applied to wall and ceiling surfaces; built-in screens,
furnishings and cabinets; and, integration of electrical and mechanical components with
the architecture. All of these design elements are found in the Dodd House.

~ Deceptively simple in appearance, the house is, architecturally, very important as

a handsome and inexpensive Prairie School dwelling. |Its meticulous maintenance and pre-
servation of the original materials and colors reinforce its significance.

(1) A.B.C. Dodd was a druggist in Charles City. Hls wife, Maude, helped run the Dodd
drug store and was an active horsewoman. How and why A,B.C. Dodd secured the services of
the architects for the house is unknown. The present owner of the house is the wife of
Frank D. Thomsen, a pharmacist who worked for the Dodds and came into possession of the
house after their deaths.

(2) The other building is the Woodbury County Court House in Sioux City, lowa designed
in 1916 by Purcell and Elmslie in association with William Steele. The court house is
listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

(3) The Dodg chﬁ% was designed by the firm of Purcell, Feick and Elmslie of Minneapolis
Minnesota . Purcell and ElmsTie were the design principals and had earlier worked for
Louis Sullivan. In 1913 the firm became Purcell and Elmslie.
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The original L-shaped kitchen cabinets have been replaced; however, the core
built-in cabinet is intact. The bathroom has all of the original plumbing fixtures.

At the rear of the site is a simple, detached garage structure of wood construc-
tion that was designed and built with the house. Vehicular access is via a side drive-
way from the street. The remainder of the site is simply, but attractively, landscaped
in a manner complementary to the building's architecture.
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