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COUNTY:

_
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Lebold, C. Hv House

STREET AND'NUMBER:

106 North Vine
CITYOR-TOWN:

'CODE COUNTY:

20 Dickinson

CATEGORY 

(Check One)
STATUS

n District [2 Building

C3 Site Q Structure

D Object

FT Public 

[jg] Private 

Both

Public Acquisition: 

|| In Process 

[ | Being Considered

Occupied 

Unoccupied

Preservation work 

in progress

Yes:

[X[ Restricted 

| | Unrestricted

n NO

(31 Agricultural 

Q Commercial 

C3 Educational 

[~~1 Entertainment

Cl Government

D Industrial

CD Military

HH Museum

Park

Private Residence

Religious

Scientific - -,

[~1 Transportation 

F~1 Other (Specify)

OWNER'S NAME:

Mr. and Mrs. Kurt Kessfh'geV -
STREET AND NUMBER:

106 North Vine
CITY OR TOWN:

Abilene •.-'?.: : |!! '

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Register of Deeds
STREET AND NUMBER:

Dickinson County Courthouse
CITY OR TOWN:

Abilene

Tltt-E OF SURVEY:

NONE

DATE OF SURVEY:

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CJTY OR TOWN:



Excellent D Good Fail [~] Ruins [ I Unexposed

(Check One) 

O Moved g[3 Original Site

H. Lebold house is a Qfc?^;^^^
_ J^semer^ajQd:^ faces east 

and is approximately 50 feet' long^ and 50 feet wide. It features 
an e^brjince^tower with an overall height of 45 feet.

The exterioTE~"walls are constructed of rough hewn limestone
  . ,0^ ^-      -"'.^^^^.-t^at^^ar^a,,, ___ j,...-".^!^,"-" " ' " • ". ' ''.--'   -- w-.W!«1^-X^^WWW^^«-.^ ^

blocks laid in uniform "horizontal courses. All the individual 
stdne s~i^"^proxm3^1cy^€Ke' same size. The building rests on a 
raised base of smooth cut limestone and features a belt line at 
the floor line. Large smooth .cut stone /
interlocking pattern at the building corners as well as for decora 
tive trim at the tower and vbay window^ :;- - -,-:>;.  . j

The roof form is a truncated hip ̂terminating [ :jugL.a^JPi; a^:Se^±ejK, 
Pjortion^ Originally a decor a;tiv¥r13:o^rTfa^iin^ demarked the edge: > 
of ;the flat roof . A small gable, roof T-abdve the south side bay 
window breaks the roof line and emphasizes this 'feature. Simple 
dormers with windows are used to provide light for the attic.

stonejjcapsi jE ji^r ther . enhanc e
The roof is separated from the wall below by a 

decorative cornice featuring closely spaced stone brackets. A : 
^arg_e__s^ua^^^oi^), tower rises nearly two stories above the roof 
line and djr^imj^t^ ; 
tower is designed to blend with the main facade, its^roof is a 
steep jt^un^a^^pyr^aitii^ ̂  sides.

Windows on all floors are long sl;: eii(ae^''""'r'e'c"t'alSgTel~"with one 
piece stone arches at the heads. These arches are delicately 
carved. A large porch on the east side Is supported by columns 
with brackets.

interior ceilings are twelve feet high. Many of th£ : original 
parquet floors and the ornate staircase and chandeliers have 
received decades of apartment house use.
[ The exterior of the house except forgone small Addition at the 
rear porch and the removal of the carriage porch on the north 
side remains basically the same as the original. The present 
owners plan an adaptive restoration of the building to its > 
original usage as a one-family dwelling.

m 
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After lawsuits and a court-ordered sheriff's sale in 1894, the 
next owner and occupant was George C. Sterl, who lived there until 
his death in 1918. In subsequent years the property went through 
a succession of ownership changes and usages. The Brown Memorial 
Foundation held the title from 1926 to 1945 and for part of that 
time it was a home for working girls. Until acquired by the 
present owner in July, 1972, it was  ;used as an apartment house. 
The current owners have started with their efforts to restore the 
building to a one-family dwelling. (

Qi H. Lebold &a^_£^
1E!i£J^!!^^ And as part owner of 
the townsite, he was instrumental in its numerical growth. His 
house has longbeen a landmark in the community and stands as 
an exc^lJ.jen^:-example^Qf Rezjaissance^ infjLu^e^ce^j^^ archi-

h Kansas. ./ - .   . \->/:..:.--~™"~-~~~~*™:: -

9. Abstract of Title to Lot One (1), Sterl's Sub-division of Lot
Twenty-two (22) , Lebold's Add.itipn to Abilene, Kansas, compiled 
by the Dickinson County Title Co., Abilene.

"KurtKessingers Plan to Restore Old House," Abilene Reflector- 
Chronicle , August 9, 1972.

"Kurt Kessinger Purchases Old Abilene House," The Junction City 
Union, August 5, 1972.



PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

. |~1 Pre-Columbian! O 16th Century 
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O Historic : 
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| j Commerce '
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ITATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Lebold;;House at First and Vine streets was erected in lg8Q- ; 
ojj^ of A]:^ ? 

came to'^ansas from Ohio in 1869 and in partnership with ;' 
Jacob Augustine purchased th^^townsilbei of Abilenefor$3,000. Shortly 
thereafter he and Augustine established a firm to sell town lots r ; 
known as the National Union Land Office; In 1873 they sold the land 
offIce and purchased the banking house of Kellogg, Newman and Company 
and later that of W. B. Clark and Company. Augustine withdrew from 
the banking business later that same year, and his place In the firm 
was taken by J. M; Fisher. Ljeb(OjW^;Fishef and Company was regarded 
as^ one of jt^ leading banking concerns^!n"i:Ke a^^ 
activities during^ his early yeaS;SK:in 'ABiXenl "rndluded the purchase 
of an Abilene newspaper and the acquisition of other Kansas town- 
sites . He was a|jsi3^ac±JbzB^^ city and .-.;"; ,,- 
township offices, serving two terms- as ntireastoer ̂ -qf abl.GkinsQn cdunty 
(1874-r 1878) and repre.sQnting -the :^pTaa%^_.in_jtte__s,fcat^_ bQU^@^.Qf^ ̂ eP£e"i: sentatives in 1881. —™~~~~*~~. : ~ " -    •-"• "*-• M:~-~""**~^- - ~r~~    -...,

1880 , the Dick$nsoiyCountyr ._ (Abi3|ene
announced that a builder named Hallock had received the contract 
for constructing a new residence for Lebol,4 .^ ^h^ hou§@pw^s rbuilt 
'just west of Mud Creek where Tim' Hers ey had buiit the first log 
cabin in; ,Abi]_eneJ.n;--18j6 acquired an 80-ac^ec-parcel 
of grpund, in 1873 ;an;d ̂ platted it in ;^1878.   ; One coiitempb^ary^ news 
paper referred to Lebold 1 s new house as "the finest residence in 
Central Kansas," built of brown stone from Russell county and trimmed 
with white stone from Ellis county. ; Another newspaper account 
stated that the home "is built in the very best manner, highly 
ornamented, and in its finish some very fine workmaliship is dis 
played." Furnishings for the house; all in the very latest styles 
available , were purchased in Chicago. The structure was completed , 
in the spring of 1881 at an estimated cost of $18,000. ' '•; In an 1883 
Kansas history, Lebold 's house was termed "the finest dwelling house 
west of Topeka." The Lebold family > resided in the house for less 
than ten years as he reportedly lost all his investments and was 
forced to transfer the property in October r 1889 j to satis f y some of ̂ 
his creditors' claims. Records of the Dickinson county district 
court list 322 creditors who filed claims in his bankruptcy pro 
ceedings and the sum of $610,605.99 as only a partial total of the 
amount he ̂ owed.
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