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The site of the old Waterbury Brass Company is located at the end of 
Idlewood Avenue in the southeast corner of Hamilton Park. Surrounding it 
are green fields with baseball diamonds and tree-filled open spaces. 
Interstate 8^- is an unfortunate intrusion on the south side of the site, 
although the Mad River, once the power source for the mill, also flows 
along the south side.

The only building remaining on the site (also on the south side) is a 
much altered circa 1870 storage building now used by the Park Commission. 
It is a one story brick structure laid in common bond and is approximately 
65 feet by 2k feet. The four windows on the south elevation are covered 
with vertical, hinged planks, most likely as old as the building itself. 
Four windows on the north face of the building have been bricked in at a 
later date.

An open granite pit, which ibrmerly held one of the two waterwheels 
is located northeast of the casting shop. It is surrounded by an iron fence 
put up in 1925 to preserve the entire water wheel. The two iron hubs of 
both wheels remain on the site (although, as of r'"ay 7, 1975» they v/ere 
removed for sandblasting and a coat of paint).

Immediately east of the enclosed pit is a wall of the stone dam once 
used to trap the water needed to power the mill. Above it is the outline 
of the canal trench which conveyed the water. When the.dam was opened, 
the v/ater flowed from the canal trench, through the rrill race, to the 
v/ater wheels.

At the request of the Brass Kill Restoration Committee, a local 
group organized to preserve the site, the Connecticut Archaeological 
Survey, incorporated conducted survey and excavation work at the 
V/ater bury Brass Company site in Hamilton Park. Two field crews worked at 
the site October 13th and October 27, 197^. Primary goals of the survey 
were: i) TO determine the location and existing condition of various 
building foundations and 2) To recover any cultural material which might 
aid in the historic restoration of the mill. The survey is completed 
and the following report is hereby submitted:
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Feature #1-Rolling Mill Building; Site

This was the largest building in the mill, containing the two 
larre water wheels, as well as the rolling and wire^drawing machinery. 
An analysis of the material found in this building is as follows:

Feature f1: Interior southeast corner of building. This is 
allegedly the area where wire was drawn. A surface collection was 
made'in this area yielding small Pi eces of wood, ^lass, brick, coal, 
sla,~, nails and other miscellaneous metal objects. Excavations were 
made bv T levels to a depth of * feet. No stratification was evident 
the area having been filled at the time the building was_razed. ,-as=SLve 
stone blocks were still in place, presumably the foundation blocks 
for the wire drawing machinery. Heavy metal rin,?s were attached to 
these blocks.

Feature ^2: Tailrace-V/heel #2: This feature includes toth sides 
of the tailrace for wheel #2. In an effort to locate the pillow bloc, 
supports, the west side of the tailrace was excavated, to a depth^of 3 
feet, but the precise location of the blocks could not be determined. 
North of wheel"//2, just outside the fenced enclosure, a test^pit was 
dup- exDOsin/- both walls of the tailrace to a depth of approximately 
^' : feet The bottom of the tailrace could not be established because 
of extensive water seepage into the excavations. The full depth 
of the excavation consisted of earth and rubble fill remaining from the 
demolition of the building. Several different types of fire brie* 
were found, primarily from brickyards in New York and .lew Jersey.

Feature ?3: Tailrace-Wheel #1: The tailrace for wheel #1 was 
first test-pitted, then excavated. The axle of the wheel was still 
in place, although the pillow blocks appeared, to have been disturbed. 
The north wall of the tailrace was excavated to a depth of 30 inches. 
AlonS the top of this wall were found support beams for the axle and 
many"nails, pieces of -lass, brass foundry sla* f wire some leather 
and the bowl of a clay pipe. Further excavation revealed a tunneled 
exit flume running northwest from the railrace. This flume was 
constructed of cut stone in a full arch and apparently ran the length 
of the Rollia- Mill. I*ap n indicates that, when the mill was in 
operation, a stone floor covered the flume. At present, a portion 
of the parking lot covers it.
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Feature #4: Area Outside Northwest Corner of Rolling Mill 
Building Site

Although this area has been disturbed by previous Park Department ^ 
excavation for parking lots, test pits were dug to a depth of 30 inches. 
A "hot spot" which was apparently a scrap pile from stamping operations 
was discovered, containing 600 pieces of scrap plugs, cutouts, pins, 
rings, and imperfect stampings.

Feature #5: Spinning and finishing Building Site

This buildine is located some 20 feet southwest of the Rolling and 
Wire '-"ill. Portions of the north and west walls were located, as well 
as several interior walls. Both sides of the north exterior wall were 
excavated to a depth of four feet ten inches The wall was apparently 
drv masonry with a three-course brick cap. Condition of the interior 
face of this wall indicated no basement had been present on this side 
of the buildin^. Part of the north exterior wall and the entire east 
wall are contained within the 1-84 enclosure fence.

Feature #6: Foundry Building Site

This building was apparently constructed by excavating to a depth 
three feet, erectimr a dry stone exterior wall and filling the 
in?e?ior with large stone which would serve as support for the heavy
foundry equipment.

The survey did, in fact, locate the foundations of the four largest mill 
structures and although extensive surface disruptions had occurred, 
the impact on subsurface remains had been superficial. At the time 
the rSllinV mill was razed (c. 1904-05). *>oth the exit flumes and the 
basement portions of the buildings were filled with rubble. There is 
ctrtaiSlv enough cultural material in this rubble to warrant further 
archaeological excavations i^^^torical reconstructions ^

^oca^^esumablfhaving been'scaLnged either by the mill's successors 
or by the scrap metal drives of two wars.
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In summary, a significant amount of cultural material was recovered 
from a rather limited survey. Further excavations will undoubtedly 
yield an even more comprehensive picture of the mill.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Waterbury Brass Company site is significant as one of the 
earliest surviving brass mill sites in the City of Waterbury, a city 
which became world famous for brass manufacture during; the nineteenth 
century. Its ruins and its history are a fascinating legacy to the City 
of Waterbury and the Naugatuck Valley. The Waterbury Brass Company and 
other brass mills developed from a series of circumstances which occurred 
in the late eighteenth century. At this time in history, the economy of 
Connecticut was primarily agricultural. The Naugatuck Valley was well 
settled, but agricultural development was limited. Minerals were plentiiuJ 
in the area, and from the beginning of the settlement were USP^ by ̂ 
individuals to make tools and other small items. In the late 1700 s, 
men such as Henry Grilley and his brothers brought the method^of 
manufacturing continued to improve ar:" in 1811, the partnership of 
Leavenworth, Hayden and Scovill was formed (later, the Scovill IVanufacturir 
Company), establishing the first brass company in Waterbury.

The brass industry grew and became increasingly versatile. Brass 
was used in the manufacture of clocks, Dlated ware, cards, brushes and 
machinery. In 18^6 the Waterbury Brass Company was set up by Israel 
Holmes, who used Timothy Porter's mill rights on the Mad River to secure 
power for his operation. The Waterbury Brass Company had the distinction 
of beinp: the first new business to roll brass and was also the first to- 
be incorporated. In 1852 the company bought the rights to H.W. Hayden's 
new process of spinning brass which made the manufacture of round 
products possible. The Waterbury Brass Company went on to become the 
largest manufacturer of brass kettles in the United States. About Ib55 
they were producing about 85^ of the country's rolled brass and brassware 
at the Kad River site.

Israel Holmes left the Waterbury Brass Company in 1853 to set 
another brass concern known as Holmes, Booth and Hayden, outdoing 
old 
the

up 
his

'firm in size. In 1899 the Waterbury Brass Company became part of 
larger American Brass Company and continued to be a^maipr producer

until 1905, when the mill stopped-and'-the building housing the waterwheel

was dismantled.
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To emphasize the impact that the brass industry had on 
the town of Waterbury one need only know that in 1895 there 
were eighteen brass mills of significant size in the country 
and that six of those were located in Waterbury. In addition, 
five more of the eighteen were located in the Naugatuck Valley

Over 5,000 Waterbury residents were employed by the brass 
mills in the late 1800's', for the mills were Waterbury f s 
primary source of income. During the 19th century, the town 
expanded greatly because of the mills, which provided such 
a sound economic base.




