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The O'Farrcll house stands on a large, handsomely landscaped
lot which fills the northeast corner of Fifth and Franklin
Streets in Boise. It is a tall two-story brick, now painted
white, in a CoJLonial^Revival style with pueerfAnne elements.
That is, the body of the house is symmetrical and rectangular
in plan. It has a laterally-running hip-and-ridge roof, from
the planes of which centered hipped dormers emerge. Lines
of dentils run under the eaves, and elaborate a curved pediment
over a classicizing front entry. A Queen Anne taste shows,
however, in the placement of a two-story, tent-roofed octagonal
bay at the southwest corner and a one-story square bay
on the east wall, which render the house minimally asymmetrical.
It shows also in the ornate Italianate eave brackets, the slightly
left-of-center placement of the entry, and the picturesque use of
round hip knobs at every possible intersection of the roof planes.
The square-arched windows are capped with stone lintels. An
added historic feature of the exterior is a graceful Colonial Revival
fence made up of sections of balustrade from the lost Dewey
Palace Hotel at Nampa, a famous local landmark.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The O'Farrell house in Boise, as a brick residence built in 
1892 by one of the founders of Boise City, is both architecturally 
and historically significant. Architecturally, it is a good and 
very well-preserved example of the substantial residences built 
in the 1890 f s by the pioneers of the 1800's. In recently-settled 
Idaho, such houses are quite unconmon. While mansions of comparable 
age survive in Boise and elsewhere in the state (e.g. the 1891-2 
Moore-Cunningham house on Warm Springs Avenue, or the contemporary 
Bush house on Franklin), many substantial houses of the more 
modest proportions of the O'Farrell house were of frame 
construction and are lost or deteriorated. The mansions, too, 
tend to be fully-blown Queen Anne in style; the O'Farrell house, 
dating as it does from 1892, is one of the earliest and best 
examples in the capital city of the Colonial Revival taste in 
brick residential design, here only marginally modified by the 
Queen Anne. The house may thus be seen as a very early example 
of 2 "Queen Anne-going-classical" transitional style which is 
quite common in Idaho during the first decade of the twentieth 
century.

The historical significance of the house is. its association with 
one of the founders of Boise, John Andrew O'Farrell (1823-1900). 
O'Farrell was a native of Ireland who became a sailor at the age 
of 15. His travels brought him to California at the time of the 
first discoveries of gold there. He subsequently became a 
miner, and his prospecting activities led him to Idaho in 1863. 
The O'Farrell cabin, which now stands on Fort Street a few 
blocks from the later residence, was one of the first dwellings 
in what is now Boise; a Catholic ftass said there in the summer 
of 1863 was one of the earliest religious services. O'Farrell 
made Boise his home until his death. He retained extensive mining 
and land interests; he was one of the promoters of the New York 
Canal, which tapped the Snake River for irrigation purposes. 
He was considered one of Boise City's most prominent men, and 
420 Franklin, built to the design of N.W. Bower at a cost of $8,000 
in 1892, one of its finest homes.
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