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Like meny Lpiscopal chure
Tocf 18 surEcuntied ty & la
rate peaked ro-f rises tc ¢
tell with a rcpe pull, 1n-
ths Horn tc Saz Francisco -
cerville and frstalled in .
the extericr walis are ccve
calmrrey cn the ruzth 2ida,
trcad woden stalrs with c.-
porch which 4n turr leads <
Ths tase of tns jorch azd ¢
and part wood ssnstructic:,
"cxth transert,

Tre first flcar ecntairs
The walle ars tongus and
is & furzice roca on tre
bathrooa tuilt under the .
the first ficer to the ge:
ticn of the telltcwer,

vy g

Cn the seccnd flocr the !
celling and leads throush
dith the exception of thre
walls are krown painted »:
is wood, with red carpet::
wcoden cushiosned kneelers.
with a carved wooden ratl!
along with a large brown »
cholr stalls facs each otir
Sarpctuary, in the chancel.
and the lecturn oz the so.
Sanctuary. Eight lanterc-
chains froa tho celling, ¢
the church. There are 3 °
in the sanctuary. These
glass windows of varicus
are nc windows of transpa:
Sanctuery, as well as the
of the most beautiful aspe
gade of dark wooden beams
ed hull of the old clippe
Sacristy in the parihsast
to grourd level.
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>uweh of Cur Savicw s 3 tuo~story fraze tullding, a;:,:ctimately £0 ft by b ft,,
and 15 £2 ft, high at its highest polint. “he roof itseif rises 174 ft. frca eaves to
ceak. The hullding is situtted cad hilleide so that the seccad flecr is at ground
fie'.'el iy sr.e rear cf the bulldirg, and the first flcor &t ground level in the front.
3t cverl:-cke dowrntown Flacerville and Highway £, ard ty use of 2 highway overpass fcor
fedestriany 1s cnly 2 short tleck froa dewntowa.

Like sany E;isccyal charches, 4+ 1s cornetructed in tae snape of a croes, The peaked
ro~f & gurmcunted by a large w>xisn Celtic crcss. A belltower with its cwn sera-
rave jeared rcaf rises to the saze reight as the =aln rcof, ard contalrns a werxirng
rell with a rcpe pull, lhe tell was cast in Zostcn in 185U and wes ought around
the Lern to Sas Franelsco where 1t was used fcx a tize tefcre beling txought to Fla-
cerville and irstalled in Qhurch oF L Savicur. The rcof is 2luzigua sheeting, and
the axtaricr valls are covered with gxd sctestos ghirsles, There is a red trick
¢atzrney cp the nirth side, (n the west, or ITCrt, there is a rather cteep flight of
rrcas we den stalrs with cutside, center gnd insida rardiralls, leading to a covered
poxer whoch in turn leads through doutle wooden docrs into tha Farthex cf the church.
The tace of the parch and gtalrs is red trick. Tlhere is alsc a razp, part coucrete
and pact wcod construction, leadirs up the slope cn the rerth side to a docr in the
=crth transeft.

The firet flcor contalns an assexbly room, approxizately 30 x 50, with a fireplace.
The walle ars tongue 8nd grocve wainsecting with plaster on the upper partlon. There
{s & furzice room on the east end, 3 starage room arl kitchen on the north, ard a
bathroca tullt under the frcnt steps at the west erd. The only inside access frca

the first fioar to the second is an oid circular staircase tullt into the east sec—
tion of the belltcwer,

Co the zecond floar the Karthex, apjroximately 10 x 10, has a vaulted wood~teazed
cellirg and leads throuch doutle wcden doors into the main body ~f the church.
¥ith the exception of the Sanctuary which is panslled in mahogany, All the church
walls are rown painted wainscoting topped by off-white celotex squares. The flocx
 is wood, with red carpsting in the alsles ard Sanctuary. The pews are wcod with
wooden cuskhlonad kneelers. 1In the narth transept there is a balcony (no longer used)
with & carved wooden ratling, There is an electronic crgan in the south transept
aloag with a large brown woodan "box" which eontains the organ cozponerts. Nooden
cheir stalls face each other in two sections betwaen the transept alsle and the
Sanctuary, in the chancel. The woodzn pulpit is on the narth side of the chancel,
&nd the lacturn on the south, A plain wooden cross, 8 ft by 4 ft, hargs over the
Sanctuary, Elght lantern-type lights of trass and glass also hang by long metal
chairs froa tho celling, four on edch side of the alsle and spaced the length of
the church. There are 3 bsautiful leaded stained glass windows bshind the altar
in the sanctuary. These 3 definitely are criginals, There &re 17 other stained
glass windows of various shapes, some of which appear to be Victarian era, Thers
fxe Lo wxindows of transparent glase in the church., 411 the furnishings in the
Sanctuary, as well as the altar -ail and the altar are cf mahogany and ozk, Cne
of the most beautiful aspects «f the church is its hlgh vaulted ceiling which 1s
made of darx wooden beazs and traces in an intricate pattern similar to the invert-
ed hull of the old clipperships. The only other rocm cn the second flocr is the %]
Sacristy in the northeast carrcer of the building, and this room has an outtlde exit "J
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STATEMENT OF SIGNiFICANCE
Architectural sisnificances

¥illiam Patton, the architect, vas aa authcrity
leading architect cf his day in Ualifcrnla., ke
his apprenticsship in architectire there. ks ¢
in the exrly days of the Gold Rush and spent &=
which he msved to San Francisco where hs crene”
aary proainent bulldings in Alazeda ard San Fr:
cisco City Kall far which he w2s the Supervisi-
cisco by the time he designod Church of Cur Sa-

The chirch 1s an exasple architecturally of th-
Mother Lode church construction during the p=r:
has a real understanding cf the Gothic elezeal:
cathedrals in Burcpe, but not having the Burc«
the local tilater supply to create the Gothic e:
1ight and delicate vaulted roof. The shape of

scilsscar trusses with & long top card. By dolr
ed roof and in arder to provide a coatinuous 2°
trusses at 3' -0 on center, Structurally to =
was built adout 3 ft inside the extericr wvall,

appearance of btuing npenings in a thick stone »
at the apex to fara a quadraplate vaulted roof

It is our understanding that this type of roof

United States only in New England &nd the Calis
a feuw other examples still standing in Ca:

in excellent phy:}ical condition and is partisul.

Religious Significances

The Episcopal Church of Qur Saviour in Placervil
toric sites in the Califarnia Gold Country. It
El Darado County which has beea in coatinuous usc
construction.® The carnerstons was laid on Jur:
end of the Civil War, sad the Caurch was opened
It has raasined open ever sincs. It was & large
arouad 260 coafc—tably, and its ccst of $12,500 w-
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Iver tne 112 ye&rs cf tha church's 1ife there have, c¢f couree, been alterations, but
trnere have never been any majur design changes. 1The rcufl crigiaslly was slingle ard
n33d 10 dorner style vents which haove been rezcved, The cutaside walls were of wcoden

r 21dirg. ihe btell towar was cne stcxry tallier,.., it is belleved that it was lcwer-
ed for safety reasons, A dcar to the acuth trapsept has been tlocked <f{f and covered
with slcding, and the cutside steps leading to it nave izen rezoved, Anctner cutside
decar 8t tie rear of the south tronsert has also bean tlucked coff, The intericr walls
atove the walnscctlrg were arigirally plaster, and the church was 11t ty gas lemps
which wers replaced when elactricity was connected. Ihere wes criginally a stairway
froam the flccr of the cnhurch tc the btaleony, tut this was rezcvel and the Sacxisty
tullt in its place. Trhe carved wooden railing cf tne talccrny has tearn raised 1y a
second section added above the first, Fortions of scae ¢f the windows are replace-
rente due to tredkage, The outside ramp to the ncrth transept is an additicn, as
are the wcoden cross, the crgcn, and tre present doutle docrs frem the parch to the
harthex, There are no early phcotographs availatle of the interisr, but we feel sure
that the cverall effect of the charges has teen mincr.

9n the first floar, the bathirocm was added and the kitchen chanzed cr added when

wher plueting was installed. An original wcod stcve has been replaced ty a furnace.
Several sactions of new concrate footina have Yeen added, althcugh parts cf the struc-
ture still rest on the szall stones placed there in 155, Steel "I® teass have been

installed under the church floor and a rew celling installed in the assexbly roca,
The trick fireplace has been painted white, .
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Architectiral sicrificances

\/Hlllias Fstton, the &rchitect, was aa auvthority on Anglican (hizeh Architecture and a
leading architect of his day in Valiforrnia. ke was btorn in England in 1821 and teok
his aprrenticeshiy in crchitecturs there, e salled arcurd ths Xorn to San Franszisco
in the early days cf the Gold Rush and szent several yeara in the ¥cther lode after
which he mcved to San Francisco where he cpensi an architsciural cffice, He designed
mary promzinent tulldirszs in Alaseda ard San Francises, includirg parts of ths San Srane
cisco City Eall for which ke w23 the Supervising Acchitect, KEs had mcoved to San Fran=-

cisco by iths tine he deslgred Cnuxch of Cuxr Davicur,

The thwrch &3 an exanple architecturally f tbathat took placs ia

Mother Lode chuwrch constructiocn during the yaricd fren 1550 to 1850, The architent
has a real urdarstanding of the Geothlic elezents “hat wera uszad iz the origiial Gothie
cathedrals in Zurcpe, btut mot having the Eurcpean materials availatle to him, he used
the local tiaber supply to create the Gothie effect, With the timder he produce§ a
light and delicate vaulted rocf, 7The shaps of a vaulted rocf was created by using
sciesar truszes with a long top card, Ey dcing this he created the farm of the vaule-~
ed roof and in arder to provide a ccrntinucus appearance to the rcof, he placed the
trusses at 3 -0" on center, Structurally to support the ko ¢ Wwacs, & second wall
was bullt atout J ft irside the exterlicr wall. This gave a’] tne tall windcws the
appearance of baing openings in a thick stone wall, The tri-ses sre lrought togsther
at the apex to fora a quadraplate vaulted rcof over the Sanctuary,

It is our understanding that this type of rcof coastruction wes used in churches $a the
United States only in New England #nd the California Nother lode, There ars sa1d to bte

a few other exzaples still standirg in Califarnia, but the Church of Cur Saviour is
in axcellent phy§ical condition and is particularly lofty and intricately desigred.

Religious Significances

The Episcopal Church of Qur Saviour 1n Placervills belongs on the roll call of bis-
taric sites in the Califarnia Celd Country, It is the only church still stending in
El Darado County which has been in continuous use as a house cf warship since its

" construction.* The carnerstcns was laid on June 22, 1895 just two months after the
end of the Civil War, a.d the Church wes opened %0 the public cn Deceaber 23, 1865.
It has reaained open ever sinca, It was a large church far thoss days, bullt to seat
arouad 200 coafortably, and its ccst of $17,500 was a considerabls sum foar 1565.
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H ire early history of the church is inextricatly tound with the life arnd stcry of the i
] f£irst rectcr, Fr. Crarles Caleb feirce, undisr whise leadarship the church was tuils, £ 5
te served the church for 43 ysars frca 1%1 to 15303, and many legends have grown un 3 .
arcurd this caintly and much beloved man, He wes the scle Episcopal clergyman in the % N < r
County (and tne Churchwas the cnly Eptscopal clirch, as it still is today;. In ad- : \ ’} .
diticn tu servins at the church itself, the devcied [riest traveled (always ty foot) ! : i
; throushicut the foothills nolding services and ninisterlng to those of his 'flock® who b 1 T
: c'wxd rnct atterd in Flacerville. At his death in 15C3 it s saild that schools and is
g shops clcsed 50 that everyons cculd atterd his funeral and pay thair last respects, . ve
i Cn the 7fth arniversary of the chucen, Marguerite Farlor #12 of the Native Laughters ; bo
; of the Golden west placed a trcnze plague cn the west wall of the church which says H . I
{ =» "lellcated to the mezcry cf Fr. Charlss Caleb feirce, ’tra Apostle of El Darado ¢ . el
County'voeneee™ == & fittirg tritute to a ran who did &0 auch, through his church, : v &
i far the early-day picneers, { c
: ¥ e
5 Thare were few large bulldings in CId Hangtcown (Flacerville) in those days, and the B o
i church provided shelter for many cozzunity gather ir..s 25 well as religioue services, i b
i An cld safe tullt intc the east wall ¢f the assextly rooa has ylelded kany dccuments :
4 of the church in the 1800's -- financlal recurds, &s well as records of tae haptisss, o s
rarTiages ard funerals wnlch tcok place, 1hese cld recards, though faded, &re very H -’
well preserved and include many of the nanes associated with the develcprent of the . S ol
California Kother Lode, Lascendants of many of thess cld-timers still live in the . <7
3 area today, 1The graceful ard sarens old church grovides a visitls link with the past S E <
and a tangitle syztol of the pilcneers® deterxzinaticn to build their comzunities with - . C r
good will ard devotion to God, ' ‘ 3
L T t
t
v r
** Deiicared ‘nothe revory of Fr. Charlec {ala- Fie-ce, %he Anceile of El Dorado Count-™ x
:orn ir Zircinniti, Ouio en Moverber 2, 1325 ’ -
Jlet in tlacervil e on March 1k, 13C3 ..
kector cf Church of Our Savior 1341-1503 . / ’ <
Erected by Marpuerite Farlor #12, Native Daurhters of the Golden West '
June 23, 13.C Tne 75th anniversary of the ounding of the Church of Our Savior :2;“‘
_________ . e - e e o w - . i s .. ct
. - Thres older churches eti1l stand in K1 Dorado ».oum.y. “The Methodist-Spiscopal ) T ro.
7, . Church in Placerville (Califarnia State Landmark #767) has been used as a private 3 o anc
’ residence, &nd far many years has not been used at all, Tha two old churches in ; L The
Coloza far many years pov have beep used only on special occasions and for sight- $ i dol
seeing, R
1
1

i i, SpTTIN
v~ - g €
T r e s ey i o o A A




FRR T YT
HASE I I CH

GNY 1 .
!
4
i

fo axd sty cf the

0 14
re church was buile,
£

14

-—

enis have grown un
74l clersyman in the
{s today,. In ad-
eled (alwrys bty foot,
those cof his 'flock® who
said that echools and
Ay thair last respecis.
<f the Aztive laughtars
{ the church which gays
;>atle of Bl Dorado
h, through his churceh,

o

1
t
le
isc
Liil
rav

" !vw thoee days, and the
1 as veligicus ssrvices.
& yleldad gany dicunents
» records -of toe hapiiams,
. though faded, ace very

: the developrent cf the
imers s11l1l live in tha
risitls lirk with the past,
ld their comaunities with

acetle of Z1 Dorado Count"

Golden West
Crurch of Cur Sawicr

e em en e e e o o -

he two old churches in
ccasions and for sight-

—.
. v ety i ey

— . e e o

<\

e L

e e b s

o s e i

CONTINUATION SHEEY HE nuMetR 8 PAGE 2

AR iy
FROEY ST W)
gy MU T4
UNITECSYAIES BEPARTMENT GF THE INTERIGR [OR NFS USE OvLY
KATIONAL PARK SERVICE -
necoiveo APR 18 1977
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES | s enren S e yeew
A , . DaTE ENTESE RN
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM lpaTe ENTERED :

RZSTORATICN OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF QUR SAVIOUR

Tre ol< Erieccrel Church on Coloma Street has been a Housme ef
dcrehip, a corzunity meeting place and a tor. lasndmavk for the greater
rart of the history of Placerville, Ncw the old building 4= iz dire
reed cf a coxzplete restoraticn or 1% will shortly be lost to the com-
munity, Cver the yesre ramy repzirs and =modifications have been un-
dertawsn but the tirs has rovw ceme when halfway measures will mo long-
er suffice ani coxplete reconsztructicn is esssntiel 4f the building
ir to gurvive, Tne church is the olles=t Eoume of ¥orship ian contin-
voue use in I3 Ilnarsdo County and one of the oldest church tuildings
in Nortnern Califeornia, Its cornersicne w3c laid on June 22, 1865
just two months after the gune of trhe Unicn and Conferate armies fell
eilent a2t Appcemattoxr Court Hovee, The church, which was termed "new
and elegant’ in the local rrese of the cay, was orened to the public
on Deceeber 22, 1555 and thus Tegan its long witnems ¢f both small and
romentcus events which have made ur the history of Flacerville and
El Dorado County. The 0l4 church saw the cderarture of local militia
for the Sypanich-imerican “ar znd the return of their depleted numbers
at the turn of ceniury: cervices were Leld for the doughboys as they
left for Francze in 1917 and arein 2nd arain as the youth of Il Dorado
left for tha battlefields of uorld War II, of Korea arnd Viet Nanm,
W“hile perhars iess newsworthy but just as important to the 1ife of the
community, the old church as seen hundreds of babies baptized, young
couples take Lheir marriage vows and the departed sent to their final
rect, Its rosf has steltered inumerable mecetings and gatherings of
importsnce to the comzunity; social events, high school graduation ser-
vicns, mcetings of civic organizations and the passover celebration of
the local Jewish commuvnity, to name a few., The committes for the res-
toration of the Church of 6ur Saviour feels th3t it 1s easential to
precerve this Jink with the past, not only to hand down to our child-
ren and granéchildren a unique -~nd historic structure but also a
tapeible symbol of our forefathers' determination to build a community
based on good will among men and devotion to God,

SCME NOTES ON THE CHURCH OF COUR SAVIOUR

The church was designed by San Frarcisco architect ¥William Patten
and built by Flacerville contractor O. Taylor at a cost of $10,500.00
which was a considerzble sum in 1865. The most unique feature of the
ckturch 1s its vaulted ceiling, This particular type of high wooden
roof support is found only in the Mother Loce country of California
end 1s the result of employing forwer shipwrights from San Francisco,
The ceiling structure is actually an inverted clipper ehip frame with

doints and bracing following the marine building practices of the day.
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Tre colorei glzesa wirndcws of the Lpre are original cut the re=zirnder of
the church winicss are rerlacerents; however, those ca each £ice ¢of the
Nave arrear to te of the Victorian pericd, The tell was cast in Foston,
Yaseachusetts in 135D ard wes sairred =round the Eorn to San Francieco
vhere 1t was u=zed for pcze years tefore being brour:t to Flaces~ville,
The yresent alter raill and the vaulted? eancturay were irztalled ir 1657,
£srly vhotographs show that the tell tower became weakened and w2s re-
duced in heirnt 2z 2 gafety roazzure but the exact date of this work is
unkno¥n, Numerous other modifications have teen undertaken curing the
over 3ne hundred years that the tuilding has st00d and many devoted

zen and wozen have ziven of their tize and money toward preservicg the
structure and ralting the ravages of age, Soze of theze chaiires were
necessary etructural repalrs but some, such as the celotex lsid over

the original lath and plaster ard the asbestes shingles on the cutside,
kide much of the beauty of the origina) church, Current restorzticn :
rlaas will restore the buildings to thedir original form ineofar as Cd

£°8512§e while still meeting the safety standards of the modern build- i
ng code, " . _
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Cver the 112 years of the ¢
trere have never teen any zs.
kad 1C dcorner style vents wi’
lap sidirg. The bell tcwer
ed for nafety reasons, A d-
with siding, ard the cutsics
dcar at the rear of the sout”
atove the wainscotirg were o
which were replaced when el-
fromn the flccr of the chws -
built in its place, The ¢
second secticn added atove
sents due to treckage. The
are the wooden cross, the cr.
Marthex. There are no early :
that the cverall sffect of ¢:

On the firet flocr, the batir
wher plumting was installed,
Several sections of new concs
ture still rest on the small
installed under the church f.
The brick fireplace has been
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