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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Originally constructed_1860-61_this two story bearing wall brick structure was rectangu-
lar in shape with a lTow gabled roof, a plain cornice and very low relief pilasters, four
on the front and five on each side. Two of the side pilasters towards the rear extended
through the roof as chimneys. This two classroom school, 34' x 44', cost $3702.03 includ-
ing a stove, desks, seats, and a set of chairs for each room. A hallway and stairwell

ran across the front of the building to give access to the rooms. The main or front
facade of this building had a centered door with a semicircular arch, an arched window

on the second floor with two units, each arched to form a three arch pattern. The nine
over nine sash windows have segmental arched lintels and louvered shutters.

A 24' addition in 1867 across the rear of the building was compatible with the rest of
the building. The composition of the main facade was maintained and the rhythm of the
pilasters was maintained. This addition did change some of the _Greek revival feeling by
lengthening in the building so it was not so close to having temple proportions.

In.1883 a 72' x 32' addition was placed across the front of the building but this was
removed in 1936. It now contains two school rooms with fifteen foot ceilings and is
being used by the Morgan County Historical Society for storage and offices.

The building is in good condition and structurally sound and appears much as it did
after the 1867 addition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mooresville Friends Academy Building is important for its association with the devel-
opment of education in Indiana and because it is a surviving example of quality pre-Civil

War educational architecture.

The Quakers had strong influence on the development of

education in Indiana and this building illustrates the Quakers' and local interest in
and need for higher education facilities through the quality of construction and design.
Until 1883 when the town of Mooresville took over the school it was managed by the

Quakers but was clearly not a school intended only for Quakers.
that out of 102 students 80 were Quakers.

186Tuntil 1971 with the exception of a few months in 1936 and 1966.
Constructed with private funds supplied by the White Lick Meeting and the townspeople of
Mooresville it was known as the Quaker Academy because of a sophisticated curriculum

offering Astronomy, Geometry, Trigonometry, Calculus, Geology, Latin, German, and Greek.

Architecturally, it maintains the simple lines, classic proportions, and sound construction

In 1865 records indicate
This bu11d1ng served its educational purpose from

typical of the period while very mild classic references reflect the Quaker preference.
One of the last Quaker Academy Buildings left standing in the state it perhaps has the

most integrity of any.

The Mooresville Friends Academy also continues its role in

ed1cat1on by housing the Morgan County Historical Society which is moving forward with

p]ans for renovation.
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Katrina Ragsdale, "Development of Education in Mooresville under the
Influence of the Friend's Society", 1953, Butler University,
Unpublished Manuscript, copy at Indiana State Library.
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