INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Form 10-300
(Rev. 6-72)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

INVENTORY ~ NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections)

STATE:

Vermont

COUNTY:

- Orange
FOR NPS USE ONLY

SEP 17 197

C OMMON:

Union Village Covered Bridge

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET ANDO NUMBER:

Town-road-across Ompompanéosuc River at.-Union Village

CITY OR TOWN:

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: Vt DiStriCt

Thetford- (. e U olin Rep. Richard Mallary
STATE CODE |COUNTY: CODE
Vermont 50 Orange 17

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
STATUS
(Check One) OWNERSHIP v TO THE PUBLIC
] District ] Building | Public Public Acquisition: (R Occupied Yes:
{7 site Structyre |1 Private {7 In Process ] Unoccupied [0 Restricted
] Object ] Both [} Being Considered ] Preservation work (X Unrestricted
in progress 0 Neo
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[1 Agricultural {T] Government ] Park X1 Tronsportati \C] Comments
.Commercial ] Industrial [C1 Private Residence Othe A ’ \
O '!5
{7 Educational [ Military [ Religious
[ Entertainment 7] Museum [3 Scientific é%%z EES El\]ED £§

Town of Thetford

=i ez
@ NATIONAL /:,J

-3LvV.LisS

STREET AND NUMBER:

(no street‘number)

JUOWIA |

‘\/>>\REG\STEH /\\?/

CITY OR TOWN:

Thetford _

STATE: ~ODF

50

Vprmnnf

COURTHOQUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Office of Town Clerk

STREET AND NUMBER:

(no street number)

adueragQ
TALNNOD

CITY OR TOWN:

Thetford.

STATE CODE

Vermont

50

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Vermont Historic Sites and Structures Survey

DATE OF sURvVEY: 10973 [} Federal

[} County ] Loecal

Ii State

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Vermont Division of Historic Sites

STREET AND NUMBER:

Pavilion Building

H3IEGWNN AYLN3

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE: CODE

»J6L ) 1 d3S

50

Montpelier

Vermont

3Lva

ATINO 3SN SdN 304




(Check One)
] Excellent [X Good [ Fair 1 Deteriorated {J Ruins [ Unexposed

CONDITION ] (Check One) (Check One)
Altered {J Uncltered {1 Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Union Village Covered Bridge consists of a single span
supported by two flanking timber multiple kingpost trusses.

A diagonal stiffening brace extends the length of each truss,
rising from the floor at each portal to the top of the center
kingpost. Two laminated stringers have been tie-bolted to the
underside of the floor beams for reinforcement; each stringer
comprises a number of shorter timbers which have been tie-bolted
together. Iron rods extend diagonally between the bottom chords
to serve as lower lateral braces. Short sections of steel angle
stock now fulfill the function of knee braces between alternate
kingposts and the top beams.

The abutments were built originally of irregular stone laid dry.
Subsequently the east abutment has been .faced with concrete and
the west abutment capped.

The bridge is 113 feet long at floor level. The ends of the side

walls flare outward so that the gable ends overhang the floor 5
| feet at each portal. The bridge is 19 feet wide and has a 15-
foot roadway. The wood floor, which consists of planks laid on
edge parallel to the trusses, begins 6 feet inside the east
portal and 2.5 feet inside the west portal; the approaches are
paved. '

On the exterior, the heavy timbers bolted together to form the

trusses (and -side walls) of the bridge:are covered with unpainted

flush boards hung vertically. Similar siding protects the ends
of .the trusses immediately inside the portals. ‘Three large"

rectangular windows have been cut in each side wall. The gable
‘ends -are also sheathed with unpainted flush boards hung vertical
The medium-pitch gable roof is now covered with corrugated metal
sheeting. ‘
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Union Village Covered Bridge is the longest bridge supported
by timber multiple kingpost trusses to survive in Vermont. The
bridge, which crosses the Ompompanoosuc River at the village of
its name, is one of two covered wood bridges remaining in the
town of Thetford.

The covered bridges of Vermont are among its most cherished
and symbolic historic resources. About one hundred bridges
still stand in the state, the greatest concentration by area
of covered bridges in the country.l Many of these bridges are
integral parts of unique architectural environments whose
physical setting and cultural context have been little altered
until recently. Now, however, pervasive highway expansion,
intensive commercial ‘development, 'and -physical neglect are
changing drastically the historic environment and threatening
the "covered bridges. The Vermont Division-of Historic Sites,
therefore, wishes to extend the recognition and protection of
the National Register to the majority of the surviving:icovered
bridges, including the Union Village bridge.
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1. R. S. Allen, Covered Bridges of the Northeast, The
Stephen Greene Press, Brattleboro, Vt., 1957,
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Allen, Richard Sanders,

Covered Bridges of the Northeast,
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Stephen Greene Press

» Brattleboro, Vt.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
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