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1. Name 

OMB No. 1024-OOIS 
Expires 10-31-87 

For NPS UM only 

received £ 5 

date entered 

historic Sears' Crescent and Sears' Block 

and or common same 

2. Location 

street & number 38-68 and 70-72 Cornhi l l N/A 
' not for publication 

city, town Boston ' ^ / ^ vicinity of 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Suffolk code 025 

3. Classiffication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public ^ occupied agriculture museum " 
X building(s) ^ private unoccupied ^ commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational private residence . 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

_U/A>eing considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner off Property 

name 36-68 Cornhill: N.V. Bromasio 70-72 Cornhill: Sharafs Inc. Mass. Core. 

street & number 
Indo Suez Bank 
1270 Ave. of the Americas 63 Court Street 

city, town NY, NY MZAficinity of state Boston, Mass. 02108 

5. Location off Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Suffolk County Registry of Deeds 

street & number Pemberton Square 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title 
inven to ry o f H i s t o r i c Assets o f 

thp Commonwealth of ,viassachusett j '^* P''°P^^ ' ^ ' ' ^ ' ' " " " ^ ' ^ ' g ' ' * ' ^ - yes no 

date 1980 federal state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission, 80 Boylston Street 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 



7. Description Sears' Crescent and Sears' Block. Rn<;t.on Ma.:̂  

Condi t ion Check one Check one 
^excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site 

_ ( ^ good ^̂  t M L ruins altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Descr ibe the present and or ig ina l (if known) phys ica l appearance 

The Sears Block (1848) and Sears Crescent (1816) buildings together define the 
southwestern corner of Boston's large, tnodern City Hall Plaza and remain as 
reminders of the original path of Cornhill Street. Boston's changing 
conmercial architecture from the early to tnid-nineteenth century is revealed 
in their designs, which exhibit Federal, Boston Granite, and Italianate 
s ty l i s t i c features. The buildings are largely intact , although there are some 
alterations, such as the addition of new commercial storefronts on the f i r s t 
f loor. 

Sears' Crescent bui lding, located at 38-72 Cornhi l l , was or ig inal ly a row of 
Federal style red brick and granite commercial buildings, designed with a 
single unif ied curving brick facade of 24 bays. Alterations dating from circa 
1850-60 include the application of Italianate detailing in the decorative 
window hoods. The f i r s t f loor was or ig inal ly of granite post and l i n te l 
construction, now intact at the rear but on the front largely rebui l t in 
concrete. 

Facing City Hall Plaza, the principal facade includes a central section six 
stories in height containing 6 bays, flanked by f ive story sections of f ive 
bays. The central portion features semi-circul ar hooded l i n te l s at f loors 2 
and 3, and segmental pediments at 4 and 5. A mansard-like story at level 6 
has brick wall surfaces and simple rectangular brownstone l i n t e l s . Crowning 
the f i f t h story of the central portion and the fourth story of the side 
sections are paired brackets above arched brick corbel courses. Between the 
fourth and f i f t h stories, "SEARS CRESCENT" is carved in an inset brownstone 
panel. 

Rectangular window openings pierce the 5-story portions of the structure, 
embellished at level 2 by f l a t projecting bracketed hoods, at the th i rd story 
by bracketed cornice heads, and at the fourth story by bracketed hoods, at the 
th i rd story by bracketed cornice heads, and the fourth story by bracketed 
l i n t e l s . The top story is a mansard l i ke design, wooden on the f ront , 
featuring arched window openings. 

The rear facade of the building is largely Flemish bond brick with either 
splayed or rectangular stone l i n t e l s , and features intact original trabeated 
granite post and l i n te l storefronts. At the west in the rear, Sears' Cresent 
joins 25 Court St. , the 1967 City Bank and Trust Building. Nineteen window 
bays are contained on this facade. Most of those in the western 2 bays are 
bricked i n , while some of those in the central group of 8 are f i l l e d with 
louvers. Remaining openings contain contemporary single-pane metal uni ts . 

The east side facade contains 7 bays of rectangular windows with brownstone 
s i l l s and l i n t e l s . The ground f loor ' s 4 openings have al l been bricked i n . A 
f i re escape is attached near the northern corner. 

Original windows have al l been replaced with single pane metal frame uni ts. 

Continued 



8 . S i g n i f f i C a n C e sears' crescent and Sears' Block, Boston, Mass. 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_ A . 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric . _ community planning 

_ archeology-historic 
-X agriculture 
_. architecture 
_ art 
.^commerce 
__ communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify) 

Speci f ic dates 1816, 1848 Bui lder /Arch i tect Unknown 

s ta temen t of S ign i f icance (in one paragraph) 

The Sears Crescent (1816) and Sears Block (1848) are s ign i f i can t h i s t o r i c a l l y 
as the only two 19th century structures to survive along Cornhi l l St reet , once 
a central locat ion for Boston's book stores, and to be preserved in the 1962 
Government Center Urban Renewal Plan, which otherwise cleared the o ld Scollay 
Square Area. Sears' Crescent is important a rch i tec tu ra l l y as an ear ly 19th 
century commercial bu i ld ing a l tered in mid-century wi th the addit ion of f i ne 
I ta l ianate de ta i l i ng . A port ion of the rear of the bu i ld ing features the 
or ig ina l Federal s ty le splayed l i n t e l s and post and granite s to re f ron t , an 
early surviv ing Boston example of the trabeated granite s toref ront arrangement 
which became increasingly popular during the Greek Revival per iod. 

Sears' Block is s i gn i f i can t as a rare surviv ing example of a mid-19th century 
post and l i n t e l commercial bu i ld ing in the "Boston Granite" t r a d i t i o n . 
Largely i n t a c t , i t is one of only four such small-scale commercial bui ld ings 
remaining in the c i t y ' s central business d i s t r i c t ; the others are: 365 and 
427-429 Washington St reet , and 9-11 Winter Street . Specif ic archi tects or 
bui lders are not known for these bu i ld ings . In the Boston Landmarks 
Commission's Central Business D i s t r i c t Preservation Study (1980) of 809 ' 
bu i ld ings. The Sear's Block was evaluated to be of "Major Signi f icance" ' 
(Group I I ) to the C i ty , the Commonwealth and the New England Region. The 
Sears Block and Crescent bui ld ings possesses i n t e g r i t y of design, mater ia ls , 
workmanship, associat ion, and to some degree s e t t i n g , and as such meets 
c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of His tor ic Places. 

The i r regu lar parcel of land which defines the Crescent was purchased by the 
Cornhil l Corporation in 1816 as part of a plan to "lay out a new and spacious 
s t reet " and to construct a group of commercial structures between Court and 
Cornhi l l (then ca l led Cheapside). In 1816 the Cornhi l l Corp. sold the 
property to Uriah Cot t ing , a merchant, who in turn sold i t the same year to 
David Sears, the prominent merchant fo r whom the bu i ld ing is named. The 
"Condition of Sale" to both Cott ing and Sears s ta tes, "the whole f ront of said 
land on Cheapside shal l be covered wi th a block of Brick s tores, the f r on t . 
wal ls whereof shall be b u i l t of the same materials and correspond in the 
manner of f i n i s h i n g , as near as may be wi th the f ron t of the stores already 
erected on Cheapside" (Suffolk County deed records; book 253, p. 167: 
Condition of sale and p l o t map; Jan. 1816). 

Cornhil l St . was t r a d i t i o n a l l y one of the major book centers in the United 
States. In 1825 Thomas Marshall Burnham founded a bookstore there which, 
under varying names and owners, continued at t h i s locat ion un t i l the 

Continued 



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences 

See Continuation Sheet 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 1P'^<; t h a n one 

Quadrangle name Bos ton South 

UT M References 

' ^ L i l J I 3l 3i d 3t 9i ol I 4l6l9l l lsi?inl 
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J—L 

Verba l boundary desc r i p t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

Nominated property conforms to 
Assessors' parcel numbers 2895 and 2897. See attached Assessor's Map. 

Lis t a i l s ta tes and coun t i es for p roper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

state N/A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title 

Carol Kennedy 
Boston Lanamarks Commi ssion 

organization Massachusetts His tor ica l Commission date May 1986 

street & number 80 Boys ton S t r e e t telephone (617 ) 727-8470 

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 02116 

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Nationai Park Service. 

state Historic Preservation Officer signature 

Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission H... ^ 
State Historic PrPSPrvatinn nffiVor 

For MPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

i^lii-ered in the 
National RcglBter. 

^ AttMt: 

date 

Of the National Register 

date 

Chief of Registration 
G P O 91 1 -398 
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Government Center Urban Renewal plan forced i t s removal in the 1960s. ( I t was 
known as the Brat t le Book Shop at that t ime, "the oldest continuously act ive 
bookshop in the U.S.," and is now located on West S t . ) . Nineteenth century 
authors frequented the Cornhi l l area, among them Nathaniel Hawthorne and Ralph 
Waldo Emerson. In the mid 1900s the Chr is t ian Freeman, a noted a b o l i t i o n i s t 
j ou rna l , had i t s o f f i c e in the Sears Crescent. In 1858 the Boston Almanac 
l i s t s 8 tenants: 4 booksel lers, a bookbinder, a paper dealer, and a se l le r of 
bookbinding suppl ies, as well as one fu rn i tu re dealer. The 1865 Almanac l i s t s 
3 booksel lers, a paper dealer, bookbinders' suppl ies, and the New Engl and 
branch of the American Tract Society. John Whit ing's A Schedule of the 
Buildings and Their Occupancy (1877) l i s t s 2 bookstores, 2 dealers in 
bookbinding or bookbinders' suppl ies, a large fu rn i tu re store (Lawrence, Wilde 
and Co.) , a dealer in a r t i s t s mater ia ls , and an engraver. 

Otiners of the row in 1848 were the F i f t y Associates. One of the 1 esses, John 
L i l l e y , an umbrella manufacturer, obtained permission from the Associates to 
construct a new bu i ld ing , the granite bu i ld ing adjacent to the row (now #70-72 
Cornhi l l ) at the corner s i t e . A drawing tha t accompanies the request in the 
deed records includes the "Sears' Block" name on the bu i ld ing . However, 
Sears' spec i f ic re la t ionsh ip to the bu i ld ing has not yet been discovered. 
L i l l e y ' s business operations continued here as la te as 1877. Other concerns 
here at that time were o f f i c e s , a c lo th cap manufacturer, and photographer. 
Present use of the Sears Crescent includes a restaurant , r e t a i l shops, service 
shops, and o f f i ce space. 

David Sears was an entrepreneur and ph i lan throp is t who was responsible fo r 
many developments in both Boston and Brookl ine. In 1820-21 his pecuniary 
in te res t in the Back Bay f l a t s induced his purchase of a large t r a c t of land 
on the adjacent confines of Brookline. A pr incipal port ion of th i s land was 
developed at Sears' expense and became the Longwood section of Brookl ine. The 
Cottage Farms area was another s i gn i f i can t Sears development. 

According to members of his fami ly , David Sears had acquired great areas of 
undeveloped t i da l f l a t s , on the southern shores of the Back Bay, from 
famil ies of Revolutionary War Veterans whose services had been recompensed by 
the Commonwealth with grants of land. Since some of the land was subject to 
t i da l f low, and worthless fo r agr icu l tu ra l purposes. Sears bought i t f o r very 
l i t t l e . 

Continued 
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In 1850, anxious to have Back Bay f i l l i n g operations speeded. Sears prepared 
and pr inted a plan for p a r t i a l l y f i l l i n g in that area and connecting i t wi th 
Longwood and Brookline by avenues that bordered upon Si lver Lake, an 
ornamental sheet of water. Sears of fered to deed the Commonwealth t h i r t y 
seven and one-half acres of his land in the Back Bay, provided tha t the 
leg is la tu re set aside an equal area for S i l ver Lake. The axis that projected 
through the lake i s the f i r s t h i n t of what would be Commonwealth Avenue. 
Other than the lake, the plan had l i t t l e mer i t . Sears had fa i l ed to address 
the problem of the two ra i l road tracks that cut through the Back Bay in a 
great X. 

Sears' granite mansion at 42 Beacon Street in Boston was designed by Alexander 
Parr is and is now the Somerset Club ( b u i l t 1819; l i s t e d in the National 
Register) . Sears was also responsible fo r the 1850 construction of the 
Liberty Tree Building (628-636 Washington S t . / l - 9 Essex S t . ; l i s t e d in 
National Register and designated a Boston Landmark). 

Rehabi l i ta t ion work was undertaken on the Sears Block in 1969 by Stahl/Bennet; 
a coffee shop is now located here. The large gold tea k e t t l e above the entry 
o r i g ina l l y was the trademark for the Oriental Tea Company, Boston's largest 
tea s to re , and hung over i t s door nearby at Scollay Square. A contest was 
held in 1874 to guess the number of gallons the k e t t l e held. Guesses were 
submitted by 1300 persons, e ight of whom shared the prize of 40 lbs of tea . 
The correct amount was 227 gal lons, 2 quarts, 1 p i n t , and 3 g i l l s . 



NPS Fonn 10-9004 
0 « ) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Sears' Crescent and Sears' Block, Boston, Mass. 
Continuation sheet Item numljer 10 

For NPS use only 

received 

date entered 

Page 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Boston Almanac. 1858 and 1865. 

Boston Globe. February 26, 1962. 

Boston Herald American. August 14, 1974. 

Brian, John M. Boston's Granite Architecture. Boston University Graduate 
School Ph.D. Thesis (1972). . ̂. 

BRA publication "Government Center" ^ 

Christian Science Monitor, March 11, 1963. 

Harrell and Smith, Ed. Victorian Boston Today. 1975. 

Suffolk County Courthouse, book 253, p. 167. Condition of sale and plat map. 
(Jan. 1816). 

Suffolk County Deeds. Book 594, end. Elevation, floor plan, request to 
build. 

Thwing, Annie. The Crooked and Narrow Streets of the Town of Boston. 1920. 

Weston, George. Boston Ways. Beacon Press, Boston, 1957. 

Whiting, John. A Schedule of the Buildings and Their Occupancy... 1877. 



719 E 

MONUMENT 

SQ 

Sears Block and Crescent 
38-68, 70-72 Cornhill 
Boston, MA (So. Quad) 

UTM References: 19/330390/4691520 
scale: 1" = 100' 

Boston Assessor's Map 



WASO Form - 177 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Sears's Crescent and Sears' Block 
Suffolk County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

• resubmission 
O nomination by person or local government 
IZ] owner objection 
0 appeal 

CH sample CH request 

Working No. _ 
Fed. Reg. Date 
Date Due: 
Action 

JUN 25 1986 

Entered In th? 
Batlonal af«i§*j»_ , ̂  -
• Feoeral Agency: 

RETURN. 
REJECT. 

Suljstantive Review: D appeal im NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

Q good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

• ruins 

• unexposed 

Check one 

• unaltered 

• altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 
• original site 

• moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness. j i ^J^ 
• clarity 
• applicable criteria 
• justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed- Date Phone: 

G P O 91 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may lie continued on an attached sheet 













TELEX N U M B E R 9 4 0 5 1 9 R O P G R A L O R B S N 

TELEX N U M B E R 9 5 1 9 7 3 R O P E S GRAY B S N 

T E L E C O P I E R S : (617) 4 2 3 - 2 3 7 7 

(617) 4 2 3 - 7 8 A l 

INTERNAT10NAL : (6 I7 ) 4 2 3 - 6 9 0 5 

R O P E S & G R A Y 
2 2 5 F R A N K L I N S T R E E T 

BOSTON, M A S S A C H U S E T T S 021I0 

(617) 423-6100 

R E C E I V E D 
JUN 11 1986 

^ASS. HIST. COMM. 

I N W A S H I N G T O N 

l O O l T W E N T Y - S E C O N D S T R E E T , N.W. 

W A S H I N G T O N , D C 2 0 0 3 7 

( 2 0 2 ) 4 2 9 - I 6 0 0 

T E L E C O P I E R : ( 2 0 2 ) 4 2 9 - 1 6 2 9 

June 11, 1986 

V a l e r i e A. Talmage, Executive D i r e c t o r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Cominission 
80 Boylston St r e e t 
Boston, MA 02116 

Dear Ms. Talmage: 

On behalf of Bromasio, N.V. I enclose herewith the 
no t i c e of o b j e c t i o n t o the l i s t i n g of the Sears Crescent 
B u i l d i n g on the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

Would you k i n d l y acknowledge r e c e i p t of t h i s l e t t e r by 
acknowledgement on the enclosed l e t t e r . Thank you very 
much. 

e l y yours. 

h c i s X. Hanlo^ 

FXH/dinw 
Enclosure 



^ \ «§, BROMASIO, N.V. R E C E I V E D 

'Ẑ ^ \ JUN 111986 

\ J ^ % MASS. HIST. COMM. 
\\\ June 5, 1986 

V a l e r i e A. Talmage, Executive D i r e c t o r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
80 Boylston S t r e e t 
Boston, MA 02115 

Gentlemen: ~ 

The undersigned, a duly authorized r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of 
Bromasio, N.V., a c o r p o r a t i o n organized under the laws of 
the Netherlands A n t i l l e s , hereby c e r t i f i e s t h a t Bromasio, 
N.V. i s the sole owner of the pr o p e r t y known as the Sears 
Crescent B u i l d i n g located at 38-66 C o r n h i l l S t r e e t , Boston, 
Massachusetts and t h a t Bromasio, N.V. objects t o the l i s t i n g 
of said property on the N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c 
Places. 

Executed as of t h i s day of June, 1986. 

Bromasio, N.V. 

ThOflias ji. Cuiiway y 
On t h i s the day of June, 1986 before mAtJ)<^'feiMf^°Vy 
appearedT^'/WfifA-^^^l^l^ acknowledged t o be the^^J^//v'/7^l^f~^romasio, 
N.V., a Netherlands A n t i l l e s c o r p o r a t i o n , and t h a t , as such 
o f f i c e r , being authorized so t o do, he executed the 
foregoing instrument f o r the purposes t h e r e i n contained and 
acknowledged said instrument t o be the f r e e ^ t indeejd of 
said Bromasio, N.V. 

STEVEN M. CANCRO 
Notary Public, State of New York 

No. 60-47i)7930 
Quelified in Westchester County 

Certificate filed in New York County 
Commission Expires April 30, 1988 



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A . Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

June 12, 1986 

Carol Shull 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
Dept. of Interior, NPS 
P.O. Box 37127 • . , 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 . •. • 

Dear Ms. Shull: .̂ • ; ̂ • • • •• 

Enclosed you will find fifteen nominations•forms for properties in Boston 
and Richmond, Massachusetts. Eleven of the Boston properties are being 
submitted for Determinations of Eligibility due to owner objection. 
The remaining properties are being submitted for nomination to the National 
Register. 

Owner objections have been received for the Appleton, Auchmuty, Federal 
Reserve, 20-30 Bromfield, Hemenway, National Shawmut Bank, Parker House, 
Phoenix, Richardson, Sears Block and Crescent, and Tremont Temple 
buildings. " ^ ^ y ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ - ^ 

All of the properties have been voted eligible by the State Review Board 
and have been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners 
were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before 
the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received 
to date are attached to the nomination forms. 

Sincerely, \.. • 

Sarah Zimmerman 

Director of Preservation Planning 
/sjz •• • • •'"• • 
enc. V - . ...^ , JUH 25 i985 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 
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