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The Inari Shrine is a rectangular, 19' x 26 f , frame building which is 
painted red, the traditional color for this Shinto sect's shrines. 
A shake shingled Irimoya (hipped and gabled) roof with overhanging 
eaves, exposed rafters, and an ornamental ridgepole with chigi 
(V-shaped projections) dominates the structure.

The shrine sits on wood posts which are enclosed by vertical plank siding 
to present the appearance of a raised foundation. A central set of 
wood steps with a simple balustrade provides access to the shrine. 
The roof extends outward to cover the steps, and an ornamented lobster 
tie beam braces the posts which support the roof extension.

A balustraded, 3h\ wide, lanai (porch) wraps around the front and 
two sides of the 19' x 15' sanctuary. Sliding doors, each with one 
bottom panel and a lattice-like top, enclosed the sanctuary, which 
contains an elevated, central altar. Unfortunately the sliding doors 
have been stolen, but restoration plans include their replacement. 
The sanctuary floor is covered with rice mats, and the ceiling and 
upper walls are made of 1" x 6" tongue and groove.

The building is unaltered and has no additions. However, due to an 
imminent demolition and new construction project, the shrine has been 
moved. It will sit in the Waipahu Cultural Garden, on a site which 
has no significant historical value. Located in this botanical garden 
owned by the City ' 6'f' Honolulu, its traditional appearance will be 
maintained, including the front garden space with its stone statuary 
and the tor ii gateway.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wakamiya Inari Shrine is architecturally significant as the only 
example of" this Shinto sect's traditional shrine architecture on 
Oahu. It follows traditional Japanese forms and serves as a 
visual reminder of the Japanese influence in Hawaii. Like other 
Inari Shrines,, this one is painted a bright red, which makes this 
modest building distinct from other Shinto shrines which are left 
to weather naturally. As such it is a unique surviving example of 
a traditional style employed by the Inari in Hawaii. The Inari 
are a minor Shinto sect, primarily associated with the working classes 
Ani-mistic in character, with the fox being the primary object 
of worship, it is a dying sect in the Islands and this shrine was 
the last active public shrine of its sort on Oahu.

The shrine was constructed in 1914 under the direction of the 
Reverend Yoshio Akizaki, who had studied in Tokyo in 1912 a,n4 t 
founded the shrine. Originally located in the Kakaako section of 
Honolulu, it was moved to 2132 King Street in 1918, where it 
remained until 1979. The shrine has remained in the founder's 
family's possession from 1914 to 1979, as the son, Takeo, became 
the shrine's priest in 1951 following the death of his father. 
With the passing of the son, the property on which the shrine 
stood was sold and the shrine was once again moved, this time to 
make way for a sporting goods shop.

The shrine is a remindejr of the history of the Japanese in Hawaii. 
Moved to its King Street address in a period when the Japanese 
were beginning to move from the plantation to Honolulu, the shrine 
served an important role in the spiritual life of the Japanese 
community which was forming in the Moiliili area. The shrine's 
new location in the Waipahu Cultural Garden will emphasize its 
past significance, as the botanical garden intends to stress the 
theme of Hawaii's plantation life with sections of its fifty acres 
devoted to the various ethnic groups who participated in plantation 
life. The shrine will be displayed in the Japanese section.
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This nomination includes the Inari Shrine, and its surrounding grounds 

as demarcated by the chainlink fence enclosing the building.
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The moving of a building, even for the purposes of preservation, does 
indeed raise questions with regard to the retention of integrity. In the 
case of the Wakamiya Inari Shrine, whose significance derives from its 
being a sole surviving example of a particular building type, that is an 
Inari Shrine, the relocation of the building minimally detracts frcjm the
original structure's integrity. j

i
Although the building's new garden park setting and purpose obviously 
differ from its original, more urban, location and religious function, 
the building, when restored, will maintain its original architectural 
character and still retain certain of its former associations.

The building has only recently been moved, and efforts to restore ijt 
are now underway. The transporting of the building required the cutting 
of its roof and removal of its portico. Both of these are to be piaced 
back on the structure in the course of restoration. The photographs 
well document the present condition and environment of the building. 
The restoration project, however, intends to restore the building's 
original appearance and landscaping, making it as accurate a rendering 
of what existed on King Street as is possible. The rather simple aW 
modest building is to retain its original materials, and the only Re 
construction which is to take place is the replacement of the sliding 
doors, which have been stolen, as noted in the restoration description. 
The only other change which will occur in the restoration process djs 
the replacement of the present wood roof shingles with new ones of jthe 
same material. The non-profit organization administering the restoration 
of the shrine hopes to obtain federal matching grant money, which tl^e 
State Historic Preservation Office is willing to commit if the property 
is registered, to assist their effort. The State Historic Preservation 
Office will monitor the restoration project to assure as accurate a; 
restoration as possible. j

The shrine is located on an approximately 50' x 100' portion of Tax[ 
Map Key 9-4-10:98 as indicated by the red area on the enclosed map.!




