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Magnolia Grove is an excellent example of Greek Revival architecture
and is widely known for its dignity and simplicity. Located at the end
of Main Street and surrounded by a cast iron fence, the house is set

in a grove of large magnolia trees.

The main block of the house is rectangular, measuring 53'7" across
the front and 42'2" on the sides. It is constructed of red handmade
brick laid in Common bond. The entire facade is plastered and painted
white. Six massive Doric Columns. support the unadorned pediment and
pilasters receive the portico where it returns to the building proper.

Four windows cross the upper floor.and .are double-hung, with six
lites per sash. An equal number of windows cross the lower floor. Beneath
the lower windows is a small section from the sill to the floor which
is hinged and opens inward, allowing the windows to function as doors.

The central double door is topped with a transon and flanked with

side lites. Pilasters support an architrave. The balcony above is supported
by two curved brackets and enclosed with a wrought iron balustrade.

A door similar to the main entrance gives access to this balcony.

Windows on the north and south elevations are regularly spaced and
have flat arches as lintels. The roof is gabled and there are two end-
interior chimneys on either end.

Across the rear of the house is a two story veranda supported-by

small fluted iron columnettes resting on brick and concrete piers.

The interior is divided by a wide central hall. Its main feature
is a curving stair. There are two square balusters per tread. On-the
base of each step is a string ornament. A chandelier hangs from a large
plaster medallion of acanthus leaf design.

To the right of this hall are the living room, now used as a museum
room, and a small study. The living room measures 19'8" x 24' while
the smaller room to the rear measures 19'8" x 12'. Across the hall to
the left are the front parlor and dining room which are symmetrically
divided. A similar floor plan exists for the upper story.

Sometime before 1930 two wings were added to .the rear of the house.

The original kitchen house stands a faw feet behind the mansion.
It is constructed of brick and consists of a main floor, reached by the
stairway, and a half raised basement. On the south side the gabled roof
overhangs to form a veranda which is supported ﬁ}ffour columns.
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after the War Between the States.

award at either school.

lived until his death in 1937.

Magnolia Grove was the birthplace aad home of the Spanlsh—Amerlcan
War Naval hero, Richmond Pearson Hobson.:

The home was built in 183%:by Colonel Isaac Croom for his wife,
Sarah Pearson Croom who was the sister of North Carolina's Chief Justice
Richmond Pearson. Croom was a planter and legislator. Upon his death
in 1867, the property passed to his niece, Sarah Croom who married James
Marcellus Hobson, a state legislator, probate judge for 18 years, and
postmaster. They had four sons and three daughters. Their son, Richmond
Pearson Hobson, gained international renown.

fourteen he entered the Naval Academy at Annapolls, graduating first
in the class of 1889. He was the first Southerner to achieve this ranking

Nationale Superieure des Mines and the Ecole d'Application du Genie Maritime
in Paris and became the first American to achieve the highest scholastic

While serving with the North Atlantic squadron in 1898, Hobson partici-
pated in the bombardment of Matanzas and San Juan, Puerto Rico before
becoming a national hero at Santiago, Cuba on June 3, 1898. At Santiago,

he conceived the idea of sinking the collier Merrlmac at the entrance

of Santiago harbor so that the Spanish fleet under Cervera would be bottled
up inside. Under Spanish fire, Hobson and his men sunk the Merrimac.
Unfortunately, the ship did not sink crossways in the channel and Cervera
was able to escape. Hobson was captured but was exchanged a month later.
For his heroic action Hobson was given a vote of thanks by Congress immedi-
ptely and awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor. In 1903, Hobson
resigned from the Navy and entered politics serving as a U. S Representativ
from 1907-1915. In 1914 he was defeated by Oscar Underwood for the United
States Senate. Hobson was a prominent author and lecturer. He wrote

books on naval construction, naval supremacy, prohibition and diplomacy.

He lectured throughout the country on these subjects. Mementos from

his career are housed in the museum room at Magnolia Grove, where he

In;1943, Magnolia Grove was designated a state shrine and became

Fhe property of the State of Alabama. The brother and sisters of Hobson
fontinue to live in the mansion which is open to the public.

At the age of

He did postgraduate work at the Ecole
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. |Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 32 o 42 ’ 25 ” 870 36: 53: o) v - o v e
NE | 32° 42° 25" | 87° 36 26 “
SE 32° 42 12" 87° 360 26
sw | 320 42. 12-1 870 36 5%
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305 South Lawrence Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been ”,j 4 o
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set : /{J’V/
ALTNIN AL AL

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

X Chief, Office of Aréheology and Higitoric Preservation
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W. Warner Floyd, Executive Director ~2 :
ORGANIZATION CATE

Alabama Historical Commission September 25, 1972
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