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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Odd Fellow's Hall stands at the comer of State Street and Clement Street. Across 
the street and slightly north of the Hall a small iron bridge spans the Deerfield 
River, thereby connecting the towns of Buckland and Shelburne to form the commercial 
center known as Shelburne Falls. The Hall overlooks the river from its site at the 
base of a large h i l l . Because of its hillside site, i t s small rear lot is separated 
from the building by a six foot stone retaining wall. 

Rectangular in plan, the three story, balloon frame structure is sheathed with 
narrow clapboards and framed by paneled pilasters. Two storefronts with large plate 
glass display windows flanking recessed entrances occupy most of the facade's ground 
floor. To the north is an original door which opens to a wide stairway proAriding access 
to the upper stories. A l l three doors are reached by flights of three granite steps, 
and they are sheltered by a low pitched roof supported by four large and elaborately 
cut bracketts. .. ... ,,„ •'• -„ • '. 

Six windows, groL^jed in threes, light the second story. These contain 6/6 double hung 
sash, have architrave moldings and projecting comices. Two large Palladian windows 
occupy the third story. Its fan is divided by radiating muntins while the upper sash 
are divided into thin vertical panes with a row of diamond shape panes across the top. 
Between the windows, the outline of the original Intemational Order of Odd Fellows' 
insignia can be seen. The building is capped by a wide dentiled frieze, an overhanging 
brachetted comice and a paneled parapet. The remaining elevations are siirply treated 
with irregularly spaced paired and single windows similar in appearance to those of 
the second story. 
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around 1920 as part of a general commercial move towards the Shelburne side of the river. 
Mr. Halberg established his market in the building soon thereafter. These biosinesses 
are typical of the retail commerce vAiich took place in Shelbume Falls - supplying 
residents with dry goods and food stuffs -- and making i t the market center for a l l 
the neighboring towns. • • " • • (• 
Because the Odd Fellow's Hall has had only two owners, very few physical changes have been 
made. The removal of the Odd Fellows insignia and the remodeling of the store interiors 
to accommodate more modem day vses are the only visible dianges which have occurred since 
the building's reconstruction in 1895. Thus, today the Odd Fellow's Hall represents a style 
of building which is unique in Shelbume Falls, i.e. ballon frame commercial Victorian 
architecture. Its striking facade serves as a visual landmark for a l l those who pass ^ 
through the town. Furthermore, i t stands as a reminder of an era when Shelbume Falls 
prospered as a small industrial community and encouraged the growth of organizations 
such as the Intemational Order of Odd Fellows which nurtured the civic pride and the 
quality of l i f e which were so sought after around the tum of the century. Its interior 
is graced by a grid of fine, fluted cast iron columns and a ceremonial ballroom whose size 
and style and finish are unmatched in the town of Shelbume Falls. Although its 
commercial uses have not been anything out of the ordinary, certainly the Odd Fellow's 
Hall should be retained as an unusual architectural achievement and as a local monument 
to the civic pride of nineteenth century fratemal organizations such the The Odd Fellows. 

The area around the Hall may be nominated to the National Register as a district when 
additional survey work has been completed. As this may take some time this key building 
is being nominated individually. -5 . • - - • 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION (cont.) " • 
land to Clement Street, east on Clement Street to the original boundary of County Road 
to the property' s northeast comer. 





Property 

State 

TECHNICA] 
Photos 
Maps _/^_*^»tr<>, i I 

CONTRM. 

6k ^̂ ^̂  7? 
HISTORIAN 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

m\j\ \0 m ^ mm̂rn m feu-obos REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 
^ iiUfoB̂>̂Jr uisiM̂  utJ0/k4̂  iKi lifer coiuuuj\î . IT IS ^WkK /to/r 
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