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The Qid Fel low s Hal | stands at the comer of State Street and denent Street. Across
the street andslightly north of theHall a small iron bridge spans the Deerfield
River, thereby connectingthe towns of Buckland and Shel burne to formthe conmerci al
center known as Shel burne Falls. The Hall overlookstheriver fromits site at the
base of a large hill. Because of its hillside site, itssmll rear |otis separated
fromthe buildingby asixfoot stone retaining wall.

Rectangul ar i nplan, thethree story, balloon frame structure i s sheathed with

narrow cl apboards and franed by panel ed pilasters. Two storefrontswith [arge plate

?l ass display wndows flanking recessed entrances occupy nost of the facade's ground

loor. Tothenorth isanoriginal door which opens to awde stairway proAriding access
to the upper stories. Al three doors are reached by flights of three granite st eps,

and Lheykare sheltered by a | owpitched roof supportedby four large and el aborately

cut bracketts. e do - o

Six w ndows, groljed i nthrees, light the second story. These contain &6 doubl e hung
sash, have architrave nol dings andprojecting com ces. Two |arge Palladian w ndows
occupy the third story. Itsfanisdivided by radiatingmntins while the upper sash
are divided into thin vertical panes with a rowof dianond shape panes across thetop.
Bet ween t he wi ndows, the outlineof theoriginal Intemational Qader of Qid Fel |l ows'
insignia can be seen. The buildingis capped by aw de dentiled frieze, an overhanging
brachetted com ce and a panel ed parapet. The renainingelevations are siirply treated
with i rregul arly spaced paired and single wndows simlar i nappearance to those of

the second story.
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around 1920 as part of a general conmercial nove towards the Shel burne side of the river.
M. Hal berg established hi s narket i nthe building soon thereafter. These biosinesses
are typical of theretail commerce VAiich took place i n Shel bure Falls - supplying
residents with dry goods and food stuffs -- and making it the narked center for all

t he nei ghboring towns.

Because the Qid Fel | ow s Hal | has had only two owners, very few physical changes have been
nade. The renoval of the Qid Fellows insignia and the renodel ing of the store interiors

to acconmodat e nore nodemday vses are the only visible dianges which have occurred since
the building' s reconstruction i n189. Thus, today the Qid Fel | ow s Hal | represents astyle
of building which isunique inShelbure Falls, i.e. ballon frane commercial Victorian
architecture. Its striking facade serves as avisual landmark forall those who pass 4
through the town. Furthernore, it stands as aremnder of an erawhen Shel bunme Falls
prospered as asmall industrial community and encouraged the growth of organizations

such as the Intemational Oder of Qid Fellows which nurtured the civic pride and the
quality of life which were sosought after around the t umof the century. [Its interior

is graced by aqgrid of fine, fluted cast iron colums and a cerenonial bal | roomwhose size
and style and finish are unnmatched i nthe town of Shel bume Falls. Although its

conmerci al uses have not been anything out of the ordinary, certainly the Gid Fellow s

Hal | shoul d be retained as an unusual architectural achievement and as alocal nonunent

to the civic pride of nineteenth century fratemal organizations such the The Qid Fell ows.

rict when
key buil ding

The area around the Hal| nay be nomnated to the National Register as adist
addi tional survey work has been conpleted. Asthis nay take sone tine this
IS bei ng nomnated individually. -5 .

\VEBAL BRNDARY CESIR PTION (cont . ) "oe
land to denent Street, east on Qenent Street to the original boundary of County Road
to the property' snortheast comer.
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