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Tomn Wakefi Pi d

Address pQ T, wrenrp street
Historic Nare NA

U Present dwelling
Original dwelling

DECRIPTION

Date 1880

Source Eaton, Proceedings of the

250th Anniversary
Style Qnppnflnng

jyrchitect NA
Exterior Wall Fabric shingle

Outbuildings garage - non-contributing

fc. 1920)
Magor Alterations (with dates) ist. fi.
porch enclosed; 2nd floor porch
filled in with firled ihoth 'c'.-195P)
2nd fl. porch filled, gable-field sas
Oondition

Fair

Moved NA Dae NA
Aceage  Less' than one acre
setting  Mid-to-latg 19th century
residential

development near
Lake Quannapowitt ,

Recorded by Arr.hl tertural Preservation
. Associates
(Organization Wakgfi/sld Historical
Conmmi ssi on
"MAC March 1895



NATI NN REQ STER (R TER A STATEMENT (I appl i cabl e)

This house, although altered, is a good exanple of a design m xing the popular
architectural styles of the |1880's—Queen Anne, Shingle style, and Col oni al
Revival —especially initsconplex spatial arrangements. |t retains integrity
of design, setting, location, materials, workmanship, feeling and association,
and meets Criterion C of the NRHP on the local Ilevel.

ARCH TECTARL S GN A CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other buildings within the conmunity.

Al'though this house has been altered, i tis still possible to find here the
confident design, captured in a photograph in the 1896 Proceedings of the 250th
Anniversary of the Ancient Town of Redding. That Design was the result of a

m xture of styles popular in the IbbGs: Qleen Anne, S |ngle Style and Col oni al
Revival. Essentially nore conservative in massing than the fully devel oped

exanpl es of these styles, this house, which is basically the famliar L-shaped
gabl e house, had the conplex sPaHaI arrangnents found i1 n Queen Anne houses.

A second floor porch has been tilled with an oriel, and the wap around first
floor porch has been enclosed and it sproportions altered. The oversized double
sl oped gable field supported on shingled braces was frequently used in the |880s;
the device conveyed images of vernacular medieval English country houses. Colonia
Revival is the detailing of the porch and the stair and h-y wndows with their
stained glass panels.

HSTGRCAL SANHCANCE Explain the role cwners played in local or state history and how the

bui lding relatesto the devel opnent of the coiranunity.

Edwn C Miller, wo probably built this house, graduated from MT in 1879, and
entered his father's tirm Henry P M ller and Sons Piano Co., and becaneit s
director in 1895 The factory, located on Smth Street, stood opposite the

Town Hall, now demolished, and the Wakefield Block, still standing though
altered, at Main and Lincoln Streets. The piano factory was a congeni al

addition to wakefields industrial center, employing skilled craftsmen to
produce nationally recognized pianos. Their cases were though to be particularly
“artistic", their tone "song-like".

Miller was an influential menber of the Board of Trade, helped to get the

Upper Depot built, was President of the Wakefield Agricultural and Horticultural
Society, a menber of the commttee selected to purchase the water works,

’d represented the town in 1893 in the Legislature.

B BLI GE3RAPBY and/ or REFHRENES .

maps, 1874, undevel oped, 1889, EC Miller

Directories

Eaton, Chester, and Eaton, Wrren, Proceedings of the 250th Anniversary of
the Ancient Town of Redding, Reading, 1896.
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