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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Coral Gables Congregational Church is executed in the Medi-
terranean Revival style. It is a masonry building with stucco finish
and a tile roof. The interior is also stuccoed and has iron lighting
fixtures donated by Mr. Merrick which he purchased in Spain. The
original church furniture is in place. There are no transcepts or
chancel, however a semi-circular apse does exist at the north end of
the nave; this has a coffered semidome.

Unlike the typical East-West orientation of church structures,
the Coral Gables Congregational Church has a North-South axis. The
south (entrance) facade faces Malaga Boulevard and the doorway is
its most conspicuous, feature. This is heavily sculptured with each
successive tier breaking forward and closing in on the opening itself.
The most recessed elements are banded pilasters with entablature in-
cluding a pulvinated frieze. The next element is again a pilaster,
only the leading edge of which is expressed. Anterior to this is half
of an engaged column or a quarter round carrying the same entablature.
Again breaking forward is another leading edge of a pilaster. All of
the preceding elements terminate in the dog-eared doorway proper.
Above this and serving as the tympanum for the succeeding entablatures,
the cornices of which rise in an arc to form a broken pediment, is a
heavily sculptured foliate design with the central element of a crown.
Where the crown breaks the cornice, a cross is superimposed with a
shell backdrop. Flanking the crown/cross/shell motif are scrolls
bearing finials. Above this is a second design which is posterior to
the crown, cross and shell and interior to the scroll and finial. This
consists of a window in the shape of the complex of square and quatre-
foil which has circumscribed and crossed banding. Above this is another
broken pediment with a curve the reverse of that above the door.
The break is expressed by scrolls and a central console which bears a
finiad of the same design but larger than those below. Surmounting
the entire composition and resting on the parapet of the south gable
end is a bellcote.

From the perspective of Malaga Boulevard later additions on the
north appear as one story transcepts although they do not function as
such. They are appropriate in scale, design and materials to the main
structure. :

The facade elements on the north are one story stucco buildings
with tile roofs which, although later additions, bear a resemblance
to village buildings clustered around the central church tower. The
square tower is the main element of the entire composition. It is
about three times the height of the nave roof ridge. Occasional
windows irregularly punctuate the tower for approximately 2/3 of its

(See Continuation Sheet)
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height. There is then a band which expresses the termination of the
base. Breaking the band on each facade are French doors with balconies,
above which there are broken curvilinear pediments. The break is
scrolled and has a central console supporting an urn.

The tile-roofed belfry which continues above the tower is its
most imposing element. The belfry's openings are surrounded by
pilasters without capitals which have foliate trophies in the frieze
of the entablature which they carry. The robust cornice of this en-
tablature carries a broken pediment which reflects the curve, scrolls
and console of the second floor window treatment on the south facade.
Serving to connect the pilasters on each elevation are half-engaged
columns, quarter round in section, bearing the same foliate trophies
and entablature.

The east and west (side) elevations are essentially the same. The
aisles of the nave are expressed on the exterior and are arcaded with
triplet openings. These have columns with a variant of composite cap-
itals and a cornice of modillions set vertically. The clerestory is
expressed with six small circular regularly spaced windows. At the
south end of each side is a double doorway with tiled hood on heavy
wood brackets.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Coral Gables Congregational Church was the first church
building erected in the city. The organization was founded on December

19, 1923 and construction on the building was begun in the following
year. The dedication ceremony was held April 5, 1925. 1In large
measure the present edifice is the result of the efforts of George
Merrick, founder of Coral Gables. Merrick's father, who was a Con-
gregational minister, had owned the Coral Gables tract and interested
his son in its development. After the son purchased additional ground,
and subdivided the area, he donated the ground on which the church
stands. to the newly formed Coral Gables Congregational Church of which
he was a charter member.

Architecturally, the church reflects Merrick's scheme for Coral
Gables. It was Merrick who planned a Mediterranean Revival community
with focal points of the Douglas Entrance (National Register) and the
Miami-Biltmore (National Register). Within the community were numerous
large-scale Mediterranean Revival homes, a golf course and clubhouse
and the Venetian Pool. 1In design the Coral Gables Congregational
Church reflects the Miami-Biltmore which rises across the park to the
South, and on a smaller scale maintains the basal solidity and vertical
tower.
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