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—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Rice Public Library of Kittery is a very fine example of the Romanesque 
Revival style, and is an ornate brick building with hipped roof, facade tower, 
2 external and one internal chimneys, and granite trim. There are 2% stories 
and a full Basement.

The facade, which faces west, features a recessed entrance covered by a 
arch, supported by paired Corinthian columns. The entrance bay projects 

slightly from the body of the building. In the second story of the entrance 
§ay are three tall arched windows flanked by modified Doric pilasters. In 
the triangular pediment which caps the entrance bay is a hemi-circular window. 
To the right side of the facade is a 3-story tower with hipped roof. Fenestration 
differs in each story of the tower, and consists of paired arched windows in the 
first story, 3 rectangular windows recessed within a low arch in the second 
story, and 3 arched windows in the third story. Between the entrance bay and 
the tower is a rectangular window in each story of the facade, cupped by granite 
labels. To the left of the entrance bay in the first story are two rectangular 
windows, while in the second story are a pair of arched windows.

Separating the basement level from the first story throughout the building 
is a granite string-course. Between the first and second stories is a wide 
band of ornamental brick. In the half story on the north and south sides of 
the library are gabled dormer windows.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Iti her will dated May 18, 1867, Arabella Rice left to the Town of Kittery, 
of which her father was a native, $20,000.00 for the construction of a free 
public library. Although she died in 1872, it was not until 1875 that a 
board of trustees was formed to take charge of the funds and again not until 
1889, at a cost of $18,500.00, that the building was finally erected,

Whatever the delays, the final product was an architectural gem, a well 
conceived, ornamental and Impressive structure in the Romanesque Revival style 
with Queen Anne influences executed by architect Shepherd S . Woodcock of Boston 
whose only other known Maine commission was the Unitarian Church in Ellsworth, 
now gone. While other Romanesque libraries exist in Maine, all" are one story 
w^th the exception of that at Skowhegan, also two stories, which is a much 
leas distinguished structure.

Of its type and style, the Rice Public Library is by far the most outstanding 
building in the State of Maine.
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the .National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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