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DESCRIPTION

Daie ca. 1902

Source Worcester House Direcrc.'.'y
5vy-jg Colonial Revival (Gambrei)
Three-DecKer

) _ Architect unknov7r.
Sketch Magp: Drav mp shoming property's location

in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Hall Fabric Wood claoboard and
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betwemn inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings none

inter sectior sCs}.

iFviicate north

Major Alterations (with dates) non'
See attached nac.

Condition very good

Mosd Dae

Acreage less than 1/4 acre
Setting "t® 19th/ early 20th centu:
uroan, multi-family residential

neighborhood; in a row cf tr.ree-

deckers.
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NATI ONAL REQ STER CRHERI A STATEMENT {if appl i cabl e)

The Peter Baker Three-Decker possesses integrity of location, design, setting,

materials, workmanship, feeling and association. It i ssignificant forits
association with thedevel opment of t heVernon Street corridor as a
fashionable single- and multi-famly hilltop district i ntheearly 20th century,

when t hearea attracted white-collar and skilled blue-collar Irish families.
The house i salso a well-preserved and well-detailed exanple of early gambrei
roof style three-decker design that v/iould |ater become very popular on Vernon
Hill.  The Baker Three-Decker thus nmeets criteria A and C of t he National
Register of Historic Places on t helocal level.

ARHTECTURY. SGNH CANCE Describe inportant architectural features andevaluate int”ns of
other buildings wthin the conmunity.

Architecturally, 90 Vernon Street i san unusually well-preserved exanple

of thegambrel-roof variant of Colonial Revival three-decker design. The
asymmetrical main facade has an entry baywith a two-tier porch with Tuscan
colums and spindle balustrades. The porcn i sflanked by a two-story, curved
bay window. | nthegambrel face on thethird story aretwopaired wi ndows
with 6/1 sash, and an elliptical [ight i ntheganbrel apex. A three-story
bay wi ndow on t heside wall i sintegrated into t heganmbrel roof on the

third story, where shed dormers also project from t heroof. The house i s clad
in wood clapboard, with shingles on t hebay windows. Wndows ar egenerally of
211 sash. Regul arly spacedbrackets decorate t hegambrel cornice overhang
between t he second and third stories.

HSTGRCAL. SGNHCANE Explain the roie owners played in local or state history axd howthe
bui lding relates to the devel opnent of the conaunity.

Built ca. 1902, t hePaker Three-Decker appears t ohave been part of a wave

of specul ative suburban, multi-family residential development on t hecrest

of Vernon Kill, particularly along che Vernon Street electric streetcar
corridor. The stylish, hilltop suburbs attracted many of t hecity's East Side
[rish families, who noved here from older, nore densely built up neighborhoods
adjacent t odowntown. The house at 90 Vernon was one of a nunber i nt he area
devel oped by Peter Baker, President of t heBaker Lead Manufacturing Conpany,
who i n1902 also owned 88, 92, and 104 Vernon Street, and over thirty other
city houses. The only known 1902 resident of t hehouse was Edward Joyce,

a letter carrier. By 1912, thebuilding was owned by Elanor Luby. Tenants
included Peter O Dowd, a polisher; WIlliam O Dowd, a chauffer; Nicholas
Flemng, a clerk; andWIliam Ryan, a clerk. I n 1920, thebuilding was

owned by Ms. Annie Tranor, and at |least five other adult nenbers cf the
Tranor family lived here. Other residents i n1920included Patrick Raynond,

a clerk; and M chael Mulvehill, a lineman. The Tranor family still resided
here i n 1930, when t hebuilding's tenants included William Kelley, a
fireman; W Iliam Skahen, a machinist; and Henry Kerig, a machinist.
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