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DEC 2 6 iy«9  

FORM NO. 

1S47 

Town Worces t e r 

WdreiS 90 v'crnon S t r e e t 

H i s to r i c Kane Pe te r Baker Three -Decker 

Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c a . 1902 

Source W o r c e s t e r House Direcrc. ' . 'y 

5^y-jg C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l (Gambrei ) 

Archi tec t unknov7r. 
Three-DecKer 

Exterior Hall Fabric  

Outbuildings none 

wood c l a o b o a r d and 

s n i n c i e 

Major Alterations (with dates) non': 

Condition very good 

UTM REFERENCE 19 '••2 69370/4 680900 

USSS QL5;DRAHGL: vvorces ter South 

1 :25 .000 

Moved Date 

Acreage l e s s than 1/4 a c r e 

Sett ing ^ ^ t ® 1 9 t h / e a r l y 2 0 t h c e n t u : 

u r o a n , m u l t i - f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l 

n e i g h b o r h o o d ; i n a row c f t r . r e e -

d e c k e r s . 

Recorded by M i c h a e l S texnat : : 

f o r MHC Organization 
jjg^g December 1988 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT {i f applicable) 

The Peter Baker Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s 
a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the development of the Vernon Street c o r r i d o r as a 
fashionable s i n g l e - and m u l t i - f a m i l y h i l l t o p d i s t r i c t i n the e a r l y 20th century, 
when the area a t t r a c t e d w h i t e - c o l l a r and s k i l l e d b l u e - c o l l a r I r i s h f a m i l i e s . 
The house i s also a well-preserved and w e l l - d e t a i l e d example of e a r l y gambrei 
roof s t y l e three-decker design th a t v/ould l a t e r become very popular on Vernon 
H i l l . The Baker Three-Decker thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National 
Register of H i s t o r i c Places on the l o c a l l e v e l . 
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in t̂ ms of 
other buildings within the community. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 90 Vernon Street i s an unusually well-preserved example 
of the gambrel-roof v a r i a n t of C o l o n i a l Revival three-decker design. The 
asymmetrical main facade has an e n t r y bay w i t h a t w o - t i e r porch w i t h Tuscan 
columns and spindle balustrades. The porcn i s flanked by a two-story, curved 
bay window. In the gambrel face on the t h i r d s t o r y are two p a i r e d windows 
w i t h 6/1 sash, and an e l l i p t i c a l l i g h t i n the gambrel apex. A t h r e e - s t o r y 
bay window on the side w a l l i s i n t e g r a t e d i n t o the gambrel roof on the 
t h i r d s t o r y , where shed dormers also p r o j e c t from the ro o f . The house i s clad 
i n wood clapboard, w i t h shingles on the bay windows. Windows are gene r a l l y of 
2/1 sash. Regularly spacedbrackets decorate the gambrel cornice overhang 
between the second and t h i r d s t o r i e s . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the roie owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comaunity. 
B u i l t ca. 1902, the Paker Three-Decker appears to have been pa r t of a wave 
of speculative suburban, m u l t i - f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l development on the crest 
of Vernon K i l l , p a r t i c u l a r l y along che Vernon Street e l e c t r i c s t r e e t c a r 
c o r r i d o r . The s t y l i s h , h i l l t o p suburbs a t t r a c t e d many of the c i t y ' s East Side 
I r i s h f a m i l i e s , who moved here from o l d e r , more densely b u i l t up neighborhoods 
adjacent to downtown. The house at 90 Vernon was one of a number i n the area 
developed by Peter Baker, President of the Baker Lead Manufacturing Company, 
who i n 1902 also owned 88, 92, and 104 Vernon S t r e e t , and over t h i r t y other 
c i t y houses. The only known 1902 resi d e n t of the house was Edward Joyce, 
a l e t t e r c a r r i e r . By 1912, the b u i l d i n g was owned by Elanor Luby. Tenants 
included Peter O'Dowd, a p o l i s h e r ; W i l l i a m O'Dowd, a ch a u f f e r ; Nicholas 
Fleming, a c l e r k ; and Wiliam Ryan, a c l e r k . I n 1920, the b u i l d i n g was 
owned by Mrs. Annie Tranor, and at l e a s t f i v e other a d u l t members cf the 
Tranor f a m i l y l i v e d here. Other residents i n 1920 included P a t r i c k Raymond, 
a c l e r k ; and Michael M u l v e h i l l , a lineman. The Tranor f a m i l y s t i l l resided 
here i n 1930, when the b u i l d i n g ' s tenants included W i l l i a m Kelley, a 
fireman; W i l l i a m Skahen, a machinist; and Henry Kerig, a machinist. 
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