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1. Name of Property
historic name
other names/site number

2. Location

Chester Center Historic District

street & number Skyline Trail at Lynan and Rrnnl py Rofl < not (or publication
city, town Chester A'j\Ivicinity
state VA code  Q;>h county HAsmpHpn code M3 Zp code QiQii
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[ 3 private I 1building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ 3 public-local fx] district — buildings
| Ipublic-State e site -1 sites
| | public-Federal I Istructure -4- structures
| lobject objects
9 Q Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
H/A listed in the National Register Q

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination

request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, .the property meets

Signature of certifying official
Fxpnitive Director

does not meet the National Register criteria.

Massachusetts Historiral

See continuation sheet.

Date
Comission:

Stae O Federa agency ad bureau State Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion, the property meets

Signature of commenting or other official

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. Nation.'i! Park Service Certification
I, Kereby, certify that this property is:

[’\Imntered in the National Register.
* | See continuation sheet.

« determined eligible for the National
Register, «jsee continuation sheet.

[*determined not eligible for the
National Register.

e removed from the National Register.
* other, (explain:)

does not meet the National Register criteria.

See continuation sheet.

Date

‘i in tho
Begistei;

Signature of the Keeper Dale of Action



6 Function or Use Chester Center Historic Disrrir.r, Chpsfpr, M,;.;ahiQ@ttrs

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Donmestic/single dwelling
Educat i on/ school
Religion/religious structure

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

New Engl and Col oni al
Feder al
Greek Revival

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Chester Center Historic District

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Doinestic/singlp dwelling
—not in use/vacant

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone

walls wood
roof _ asphalt
other

isavillage covering approximtely 15

acres inthetown of Chester inthe foothills of the Hoosac Range west of the
Connecticut River. It islocatea inthe upland, central portion of the town
lying iDetween thetributaries of the Westfield River, the Vst and M ddl e
Branches, at thejuncture of tnetown' s primary nortii-south corridor. Its
isolated, hilltop setting was the preferred location for meetinghouses i n
inland towns, and the neetinghouse village survives, intact. Only five

builaings make up the district,

the First Congregational Church, the town's

burying grouixi, itsfirst school, one house dating toinitial settlement and

two tothe Federal period. All are well

mai ntai ned and represent inportant

exarpies of early iNwEnglana architecture; each is describea oel ow.

First Congregational Qurch, 1SJQ Skyline Trail and Lynan Road. Chester's
First Congregational Church is anexceptional exairple of the G eek Revival

node i necclesiastical architecture,

known in the Cdnnonweal th's rural

comunities. The frame neetinghouse is agabled block of asingle story, with

entry into tne gaole end flushboard facade.

That entry is recessed, and

screened by Doric colums iiiantis, whose entablatureexterxis arourxa t he
church's cornice. Above the entry a two-stage belfry enploys re-entrant
corners and a done |antern supporteu by eight colums. The nave plan interior
is heated by two stoves onthe sanctuary vvail, and the bal cony/choirstall i s
reaciied by two sets of curved stairs inthd vestiuule. Theaesign islink”
to the Newfvlarlborough Church of 1339 attributea toHenry A Sykes of
Suffiela, CI, who studiedw th Gauncy Shepnard and Ithiei Town.

Chester Burying Gound, from 1769, Skyline Trail. Thetown's Burying Gound

was provided for inthe eight-acre | ot set

town's foundir»g. |ts earliest

aside for public functionsat the

stone dates to 1769, andi t sstone wall dates

to 1840, when t hefoundation for the church was reused here.

Rev. Aaron BascomHouse, 1769, Skyline Trail at Bromey Road. Tliis housei s

associated with tne town's first

sett led mnister. Thelarge, two-story gable

roof block confornms well tothe eighteenth century houseformcharacterizea by
a large center chimney, and five-bay bilaterally symetrical facade. O nanent
focuses onthe center entry with asinple entablatureand sidelights, and the
wi ndows retain their 12/12 and 12/8 sash. The plan incorporates a total of U

roons, sone panelled, clustered around the fireplaces, and a |obby entry.

[*See continuation sheet
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Searles House, 1787, Skyline Trail and Bromiey Road. This smali house is a
story and a half, central chimey, hall and parlor house with a rear shed
roofed addition, itsfacade is a symetrical |y arranged three bays vitith
transomover the door, 12/12 sash, and siiiall transom/like |ights under the
cornice to light the upper story. Tne screened-in porch on tne west is a
later addition.

Chester Centre School House, 179S, Skyline Trail at Lynan Road. This school is
an unusual survival of a large iSth century school, two stories in height
under a gable roof. Tne west or road front was changed wien the school was
used as a flrehouse during the 1950s aiTd 19Q03, with the addition of a large
garage door and rearrangement of the openings on the first floor. [Itretains
hovvever a small gabled ell housing a woodsiied and double privy.

Dr. Anson Boies i-louse, 1810, Skyline Trail and Lyrman Road. This itiportant
nouse was huilt by Rev. Bascomfor his daughter on her marriage to Dr. Boies.
It isa large two-story hip-roofed block with a |ower two-story ell to the
west. Itshilaterally symoitrical facade incorporates nmany anbitious
enbel | i shnents includinga denticular cornice and coins; t.he buildii>g retains
12/12 sash. Itsentry is a late and sinplified variation of the flat-top
Connecticut Valley doorway, incorporating full-length pilasters and a
cofipressed entablature with pulvinated frieze. Inplan itutilizes the

fashi onabl e coinbinat ion of center passage and double interior chirmes. A
porch once ran across the front of the house, and a later one has been added
on the east.

Arciiaeol ogical Potenti al

Wiile no prehistoric sites are recorded within the district or in the general
area, it ispossible that sites are present. Chester Center is located in

upl ands between the Vst Branch and the M ddl e Branch of the Vi/estfield River.
Local ly, the village is surrounded by nunerous brooks and wetlands wiich woul d
have provided seasonally variea resources attractive for native settlement and
subsistence. Wle district size (15 acres) and the miniml historic

devel opment nay indicate that sites still remain. Al survivingsites would
be inportant in docunenting patterns ot prehistoric occupation within the town
and int-he Wst fie Id River arainage.

There is also significant historic archaeol ogical potential within the
district. Jjch of tne original iSth century village center stiil remains with
little (30st 1340 deveiopiient. Archaeological survey and testing could help to
locate features (trash pits, privies, wells) associated with surviving
structures, as well as structures which nay have been destroyed. Ay
survivmg archaeol ogical remains could be inportant indefiningthe social,

?%Htrgxr'al and economc structure of the settlement prior to the comng of the



8. Statement of Significance Chester Center Historic DASti%ict. Chester, Massachusetts
Certifying official has considered the significance ot this property in relation to other properties:

[*nationally CZlstatewide [xHlocally
Applicable National Register Criteria (KJA [XHC | |D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [IJA N C QF QG
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
BEhiledWRy develnptnent and planning —1760 1812

Cultural Affiliation

Significant Person Architect/Builder

—Henry A Sykes, Suffield, Connecticut

state significance of property, andjustify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Qi ester Center HistoricDistrict is asmll, we 11-preserveu village of
resi dences andinstitutional buildings dating between t hetovims settlenent
in 1763 and the conmng of the railroad i n1842. It i slocated nearthe
geographic center of thetown of Chester, onand adjacent toland set aside
for the comunity's public spaces and serving as itscivic focus. Hi e
architecture of the village incltjdes inportant exartples of New Engl and
Colonial, Federal, and Geek Revival styles in anexceptional rural
environment. Thevillage retains integrity of l|ocation, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. Itineets criteria AandC
of the r<Jational Register of Historic Places onthelocal Ievel.

Chester islocated intiie Berkshire hills of western fviassachusetts, an area
not permanently settled by colonials until thesecond half of the eighteenth
century. The French and Indian Wrs of the period left the area opento
attacks fromhostile flative Anerican groups until the Treaty of Ai X
LaChappel | e was signed i n1753. That year a land division and auction
divided the area of Plantation No. 9, oneof ten plantations established by
the General Court the year before toraise revenues. The primary investors
laid out 100- acre lots in the area nowknown as Chester and Huntington,
reserving aportion of centrally located | ot nunPer eighteen as the site for
the meetinghouse andtxjrying and training ground.

#/h | e sone settlerient mght have preceded division, occLpation began i n
earnest as purchasers noved totheir large lots and began tocultivatethe
soil, raise cattle and sheep, and build tneir hones anafarmbuii oings.

fyliay of the settlers were Scots-Irish, and had resided previously in tows
to tnesouth and east in tne Connecticut Valley. By 1765, tne area Included
a popul ation of 405 divided anong about eighty famlies. Tnhe areawas
incorporated as thetown of i*urrayfield that sane year. The neet inglx>use
was t hefocus for town civic aswell asreligiousactivities, and
construction of the First Congregational mneet Lighouse took place between

[xJSee continuation sheet



9. Mpjor Bibliographical References Chester Center
Ham in, Talbott. Greek Revival Architecture
Dover Publications Inc., 1964.

Hanpden County Registry of Deeds.

Miller,
Dublin Sem nar
Boston University Press, 1983.

Zi mrerman, Sarah et al . Chester Town Report.
Historical Comm ssion, 1982.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[1] preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings

Survey #

Irecorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #

5 o0 S

A

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property 15 acres
Quad- Chester Scale- 1:24000
UTM References
Al1I8 I 1617ill12ili0l 12i618i41l i310l
Zone Easting Northing
Cllil I617il1o1e101 14i618i317i2i0l

Verbal Boundary Description
The boundaries of t heNational
District
lines
of convenience approxi mately 200 feet

Regi ster
areoutlined ont heattached Chester

Boundary Justification

The boundaries of t heChester Center Historic

lots associated with the nomnated properties.
The district
(elevation 1,237 feet).

by the topography of its |ocation.
on the sumit of ahill

off sharply inall directions.

11. Form Prepared By

i n America.

Amelia F., Connecticut Valley Doorways:
for New England Folklife Occasional

designation for t heChester
They runalong t heproperty
forlotd0, 41, and54, andinclude portions of lots 45 and55, following a line
behind t hebuildings on those

Chester. Massachusetts
of 1944. New York:

Historic District.
Reprint

An Eighteenth Century Flowering.
Publication No. 1. Boston:
at t he Massachusetts

Typescript onfile

Cl]See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
Cx] State historic preservation office
Q Other Slate agency
| | Federal agency
I ILocal government
I I University
« other
Specify repository:
Massachusett.'j Historical Gonm ssion

B LiiSj 16|7il|3.0i0| |4i6|8i3|7|8]|0]
Zone Easting Northing
D [LiSI 16]7i019i7i0l |4i6]|8i4]|0i7i0]

Q See continuation sheet

Center Historic

Assessors Map.
lots.

O See continuation sheet
District include all portions of the
The district's boundaries arelimted
incliides all the buildings situated
Qutside the district, thehill drops

Q See continuation sheet

nameftite Chester Historical—Commission with Claire Dempspy

Massachusetts Historiral Commi ssion
80 Boylston Strept

Boston

organization
street & number
city or tov™n

date July 13. 1987
telephone (617) 727-8470
stateMassachusetts zip code 02116
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1763 and 1773. Tne neetinghouse was to measure WS by 40 feet witn 20-foot
posts. At thesaTietime a large iirposing hone was built for the tow's
first mnister, Rev. Aaron Bascom who was settled with the ctiurch i n 1769.
The mnister received aportionof lot 18 with his settlement, while eight
acres were set aside for thetraining field andburying ground. The
earliest stone in the burying ground dates tol7SS

The town grew rapidly during the last years of the eighteentli century,
totalling 1,542 residents by i800. Settlenment remained dispersed, however,
as agriculture and husbandry continued as the primary livelihoods. Houses
were constructed along the priinary roads, andtiny hamets grew up at mll
sites along the Mddle Branch at fJorth Chester, Dayville, and Littleville,
as vieil as at O ester Factories on the M/est Branch. At Chester Center,
Zenas Searles built a house, i n 1787, and the school house was constructed on
public land at the edge of the burying ground i n1796. Tne neetinghouse was
rebuilt in1794, and as illustrated tiie next year was a two story structure
with entry at the center of itslong three oay wall. A third Iiousewas
built inthevillage, in1810, for tne Reverend' s aaugncer, a fashionable
large awel I'ing.

The town experienced the prosperity tnat characterized tne (itinonvwea that
large during the earl/ years of the nineteenth century. 1In additionto the
processing of wood products, thetown becaine an inportant tanning center

with tlie growth of the Hagpden Leather f.lanufactory, a»d the Chester Q ass
Qorrpanies at the mill village that becane known as Chester Factories. The
expansion tiiere, as wall as at the Mddle Branch villages, took place at the
expense of Gester Village. Tie eighth |I'"tassachusetts Turnpike was
constructed t obypass the ol d tov/n center i n 1800, and i n 1842 the Western
Railroad paralleled itsroute. The First Congregational Church was rebuilt

in 1840 in an ambitious Geek Revival formbut thefocus of thetow had
shifted west. Witn the continued prosperity of tarining and tne emergence of
enery as a significant town export, Chester Factories becane t hefunctional
civic as well as an economc center. The last town meetings were iieldin

G ester Center in1855. Wth econanic devel opment occurring intne mll
Villages, no additional builoing took place in Chester Village, and so it
rariains a rerrjarkably intact exarrple of small meetinghouse village of tne
early nineteenth century.
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WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Chester Center Historic District
Hampden County JAN 25

MASSACHUSETTS Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date: , NMoon ',
Date Due: NN 3fr'd» - :S/rce AN
N-=£rAG:EPT
resubmission RETURN.
CH nomination by [jerson or local government REJECT_
e owner objection Federal Agency:,
im appeal
Substantive Review: d! sample 1Z] request *  appeal LZI NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes °* no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent | | deteriorated una ltered » original site

good I Iruins altered moved date.
o fair I I unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

0 summary paragraph
n completeness
e clarity

1 | alterations/integrity
| ldates

I I boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

HH completeness

e clarity

EH applicable criteria

» justification of areas checked

» relating significance to the resource

« context

« relationship of integrity to significance
» justification of exception

e other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

EH Maps
EH Photographs
EH Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:.

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 91 8-450
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Valerie A. Tadmage
Executive Director

Sate Historic Preservation Officer
January 19, 1988

Carol Siiull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Seivice

P.Q Box 37127

Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:

N5/

Encl osed youwill find thencmnation forms forthe following properties:

Chester, Chester Center Historic District, Skyline Trail
Needham |Israel Whitney House, 963 Central Avenue

Shirley, James Parker House, RR 1, Box 39 Center Road

They have been voted eligible by the State Revi ew Board andhave been signed
by the State Historic PreservationOfficer. Omners were notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before themeeting and were

afforded the opportunity to corment. No conments have been received to date.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg N
National Register Director

Massachusetts Historical Cotrm ssion

BF/ es

Encl osure

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

JN 25 198



