INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

/

Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Delaware
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Kent

INVENTORY -~ NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

C OMMON

Ivy Dale Farm

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Ivy Green, Hoffecker Farm

STREET AND NUMBER: ¢

Boxml723mDeIAwareﬁ@oute 1

CITY OR TOWN:

=
&‘é&‘
N

Smyrna

NATIONAL /&
REGISTER {5/

STATE CODE

D

1

COUN% '—A/,—(\‘w/’

CODE

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNER P STATUS
(Check One) NERSHI v TO THE PUBLIC
[C] District K] Building [C] Public Public Acquisition: K] Occupied Yes:
[ Site ] Structure Private [ In Process ] Unoccupied a Resfnc?ed
[ Object [ Both [C] Being Considered (] Preservation work [0 Unrestrictad
in progress &l No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
] Agricultural ] Government 1 Park [C] Transportation {7] Comments
1 Commercial O Industrial K] Private Residence [C] Other (Specify)
] Educational (] Military [J Religious
[C] Entertainment [0 Museum

[C] Scientific

OPERTY . . ..

OWNER'S N AME:

 Mr. and Mrs. Edward S. Wilson, Jr.

STREET AND NUMBER:

Box 172, R.D.1

t3LVLS

CiTY OR TOWN: STATE:

CODE

Smyxrna

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Kent County Court House

STREET AND NUMBER:

The Green

tALNNOD

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Dover

Delaware

CODE

1STING SURV.

TITLE OF SURVEY:

DATE OF SURVEY: [ Federal [} State

[ County [ Local

NN AXWLN3

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

N

8y

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

CODE

Iiva

ATINO 3SN SdN 304




(Check One)
] Excellent Good [ Fair [J Deteriorated [ Ruins - [] Unexposed

CONDITION

(Check One) {Check One)
Altered [C] Unaltered ] Moved Original Site

DESCRIBEATHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

FroﬁJvisual evidence and residents’ accounts,git is logical to
assume that Ivy Dale was originally a modest house, probably erected
on the "Resurrection Manor" plan, with a rear kitchen outbuilding%;

Toward fhe middle of the nineteenth century, however, the house under ~

went some expansion to accomodate the more lavish taste of its Victorilan

occupants. Thus, thé southwest frontage grew to five bays; a center
hall now serves"flankiﬁg rooms; and a rear wing has joined the kitcher]
to the main house block. -

The southwest facade has been relaid with a seven—course common
bond veneer. It has also been graced by a frame porch covering the
center three bays, and a Scrolled,‘brackefed cornice. Three dormers
pierce the roof.

Ihe brickwork has been relaid on both the southeast gable wall
and a portion of the northeast wg%l.

The house plan is basically Georgian. The southeast room is the
cl__'

finer, as it is graced by a marble mantelpiece. The detailing is quite

restrained, and includes splayed window casings and paneled wainscots

a rosette chandelier medallion. %,: IR af

The rear wing, located to the northeast at cross E@is to the .m

[N

P [
SO LS

house block, contains another hall, a dining room, and the kitehsn.
The kitchen, though remodeled, still retains an enclosed winding staixn
access to servants' quarters above. A straight flight of stairs in

the rear hall communicates with a rear bedroom and the northwest bed

chamber. The second floor of the main portion of the house is similay

isposal to the first flooxr.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

%Ivy Dale Farm is situated on a tract that was 6rigina11y‘a
portion of “Peaggan's Choice," granted by William Penn fijénry
Pearman in 1684.6 Although Pearman subsequently sold much of the
original tract, a portion descended to his daughter, who sold the
land to William Cahoon.

In 1748 Cahoon sold his land to John Joy. By 1786 a housé was

M e

located on the property, for John Joy willed to his sons the land
"on which he dwelt." The land was described as "three contiguous
pieces of Pearman's Choice, bought of three different claimexs."
In 1817 the property, known as a '"mansion plantation," descended to

Edward Joy Morris.

%
In 1837 Edward Joy Morris sold the Edward Joy farm to Joseph

Hoffecker, a descendant of Henry Hoffecker, a German immigrant who

settled near Smyrna. Joseph Hoffecker realized considerable
prosperity from the farm lands. Thus, in 1845 he rebuilt the Joy
house to suit his improved position.

When Joseph Hoffecker died in 1851, the farm, then called "Ivy
Green,'" was inherited by iSEEMﬁ;;Hgffggggr, a leading entrepreneur in
the Smyrna area, known for his fruit-canning business.” "Ivy Green"

consisted of two hundred twenty-five acres, planted mostly in fruit
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Mr, Vincent Rogers
ORGANIZATION DATE
Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 9/8/72
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
National (] State ] Local [X]

The recommended

Name

Dr. E. Berkelpy Tompkins

Title Director, Div. of Historical

National Register.

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)=--
trees. gJohn H. Hoffecker served as a member of the United States House
of Representatives, and as speaker of the Delaware House of Representati]
In 1877 Walter O. Hoffecker became manager of his father's farm
lands. (At the death of John H. Hoffecker in 1900, Walter Hoffecker
gained outright control. Like his father, ?Eiiiiﬂﬁgffiskgr was
prominent in public affairs; he too served as a member of the United
States House of Reprgsentatives, having filled the vacancy left by the
death of his father. %
During the first half of the twentieth century, the farm now

known as "Ivy Dale', passed out of the hands of the Hoffecker family.

Nevertheless, the house still stands amid the fields of a working farm.
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