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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built in l§2§r the Manees House in North Little Rock is a two and one-half
storey structure of brick construction. The walls in the fourteen

room house are two thicknesses of brick with fir lumber in between.

The house is a modified T-shaped floor plan with the veranda filling

in the south elevation and additions filling in the north elevation.

The irregular roofline features a high hipped center with gables extending
on the west and north elevations. The gable on the west elevation,
supported by decorative brackets, is unusual with shingles, brickwork,

and brackets. The southwest corner of the house is topped with a medium
hipped roof.

A wide two-storey veranda extends across the west side of the facade and
turns to extend to the center of the west elevation. The veranda is
supported by Doric capital columns, six on the ground floor and four on
the second storey. A simple railing with balasters spans the space
between the columns on the second storey. In the center of the facade
is a pediment supported by two large Doric capital columns. A two
storey bay extends from the east side of the facade and features wide
arched windows with cut stone lugsills. Other windows feature cut stone
lintels and lugsills.

The interior organization of the house is a center hall plan. The
single entry door features beveled oval shaped glass surrounded by
ornate woodwork. The delicately turned balasters, carved newel post
and decorative pendants extending from the paneling on the side of
the landing, are of walnut. The focal point in the south parlor is
a large mantelpiece made of intricately carved granite. Interesting
features in the dining room are the exposed beam celllng and mantel-
piece of walnut.

Aproximately 1920, E. O. Manees remodeled the house to accommodate

his grow1ng_§amily Exterior additions included the enclosure of the
sleeping porches on the south and west elevations, the w1den1ng of the
veranda éﬁéﬂaddltlon of the pediment and two large columns on the facade.
Interior alterations included the addition of a closet under the stairway,
installation of the granite mantel in the south parlor and the replace-
ment of stained glass in the front door with clear beveled glass to

allow more light in the foyer.

Alterations made to the house since the city acquired it in 1943 have
been minimal. The North Little Rock Health Department occupied the
house until 1963, during which time the outside was painted white and
some partitions were added inside and built onto the back. In restoring
and redecorating the house, the Junior Service League's only alterations

have been in the painting of most of the walnut woodwork featured inside.
*
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7. Description - Manees House - Page one

The Maness House has been well preserved and is utilized in a
manner servicable to the city. The significance of the house

lies in the importance to the community of the family it has
housed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Manees House, located at 216 West Fourth Street in North Little
Rock, was one of the first large homes to be built in the city.

The property was sold in 1894 by Austin Walker to Solon Humphrey
who built the house, completing it December 28, 1895. On June 20,
1899, the house was sold by Humphrey to Joseph M. Griffin who in
turn sold it to Elmer O. Manees in 1908.

The parents of E. O. Manees, James W. Manees and Julia Shore Manees,
were native of Tennessee. The Manees family were pioneers to the
state of Tennessee. J. W. Manees was strongly active in the Whig
party. He fought in both the Mexican and Civil Wars. Shortly after
the Civil War ended, Manees moved to Monticello, Arkansas where he
resided on the Manees plantation until his death in 1898.

E. 0. Manees was born on the family plantation in Monticello, Arkansas,
December 22, 1871. He was educated in the public schools in Monticello
and supplemented his early educational training by pursuing a business
course in the Smith Commercial College of the University of Kentucky.
He then worked in the mercantile business in Monticello and in 1894
established himself in business in Hamburg, Arkansas. In 1895, Manees
moved to North Little Rock and opened a small store which he soon sold.
He then purchased a lot on Main Street on which he erected a building.
Within five years he had developed a lucrative business but again

sold both stock and property to construct a building at 319 Main. In
this building he maintained the Manees Dry Goods Company for fifty
years.

Manees became actively interested in business and civic affairs and
served the city in many official capacities.. He was Vice President
of the Argenta Building and Loan Association for thirty-two years,
and was a member of the North Little Rock School Board for eighteen
years. Manees was one of two alderman who represented the old eighth
Ward on the Little Rock City Council before the Ward was incorporated
into what is now North Little Rock in 1905. He served on the Pulaski
County Quorum Court, the Pulaski County Equiliazation Board and was

a member of the Pulaski County Housing Authority.
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8. Significance - Manees House - Page one

Manees married Alma F. Edwards of Monticello on March 11, 1896.
She was told that she would bear no children but they produced
seven duaghters and one son.

Manees died in 1941 and the family sold the house to the city in
i§§§”ﬁof_$12,650. The North Little Rock Health Department occupied
the house until 1963, during which time the outside was painted

white and some partitions were added inside and built onto the back
to make more office space. In 1963 when the City Health Department
moved to its new location, the North Little Rock City Council voted
to lease the house to the Junior Service League for ninety-nine years.
The League restored and redecorated the house which was the first
restoration of its type undertaken in North Little Rock.

The significance of the Manees house lies in several areas. It is
representative of the gracious living style of a family considered
wealthy in the early central Arkansas area in the early twentieth
century. E. O. Manees was economically and socially a vital man
in the city of North Little Rock. Additionally, the Manees House
is one of the finest remaining historic structures in North Little
Rock, and to the city it represents a part of its heritage.
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